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This past August 1 the Episcopal Conference of Guatemala  
sent a written petition to our Guatemala mission requesting 
that the Program of Philosophy of Guatemala’s National 
Major Seminary of the Assumption be allowed to be 
provisionally housed in some of our facilities at our mission 
beginning in January 2013. This is due to the fact that in 
the Spring of 2012, the Bishops’ Conference voted to move 
its Philosophy Program to Quetzaltenango. This vote was 
based on the fact that: 

 1. Its current building in Guatemala City has been  
  condemned for future use due to serious structural  
  problems. At the end of the current school year (in  
  November) they must vacate the building.
 2. The Guatemalan bish-ops want the program in  
  Quetzaltenango in the future in order to give their  
  seminarians a distinct pastoral and cultural experience  
  of the western part of the country (very culturally  
  different than Guatemala City).
 3. The Diocese of Quetzaltenango owns a large piece of  
  land that it has offered to the Bishops’ Conference to  
  build its future site for the program of Philosophy.

As yet, there are no buildings and fundraising needs to 
take place. Some years will be necessary for this. Thus, the 
Guatemalan bishops and the Major Seminary are in dire 
straits. Where will the Philosophy program be housed in 
2013? This is the motive for the petition to our mission. 
 
On August 14, the monks present at our mission Priory voted 
to accept the petition. Then on September 8, I presented the 
petition to the Marmion Abbey Chapter which accepted it. A 
legal contract has been drawn up between the Guatemalan 
Bishops’ Conference and the Guatemala mission. The term 
of the contract is for four years. Further details for this 
unique arrangement are being worked out.

The agreement stipulates that the Philosophy program of 
the Major Seminary of Guatemala will rent our mission 
seminary’s two dormitory buildings and clinic. Because of 
the fact that our residential dormitory facilities will be used 
by the students of the Philosophy program, beginning in 
January of 2013, our mission seminary will be obligated to 

terminate its residential program as of the end of this school 
year. The academic year in Guatemala begins in January 
and ends in October.

To be clear, we want to assure all of our friends and 
everyone in the Marmion family that Marmion’s Guatemala 
mission seminary, al-though it will terminate its residential 
program, will continue as a day school. Nevertheless, 
student candidates for the Benedictine community of the 
priory will be able to continue as residential students. 
Using an existing small building, a separate residential 
facility has been prepared which can accommodate up to 
ten candidates. These candidates will pray daily with the 
monks, as well as have their meals in the priory with the 
monks. The Benedictine priory will continue to function as 
in the past. 

The seminary will continue, as it has done since its 
beginnings in 1966, its essential mission of educating 
young men and preparing them for the priesthood or 
to be committed Catholic leaders as laymen. Since our 
beginnings the seminary has especially sought out young 
men coming from families with scarce resources. Serving 
the poor and giving qualified students from poor families 
the opportunity to study in our seminary has been and will  
continue to be an important emphasis of our mission. We 
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“Christ commands us to be his 
witnesses to the ends of the earth. 
We are to proclaim his Good 
News to all people, everywhere 

and at all times.”
Disciples Called to Witness:  The New Evangelization 

United States Conference of Catholic Bishops. April,  2012



 will continue our work of searching out 
the needed funds so that these young 
men will be able to receive a good 
Catholic education and formation,  
allowing them the opportunity to go 
on to future studies for the priesthood 
or in another profession. 

By our mission’s collaboration with 
the Major Seminary of Guatemala 
and with the Guatemalan bishops, 
the mission will have a new and 
unexpected opportunity to support 
the Catholic Church of Guatemala 
in working together in the task of 
educating future priests. Surely this 
is a great blessing for our Guatemala 
mission. As a part of our collaboration, 
the monks have been invited to 
teach some classes in the Philosophy 
program. 

Some years ago now, in 1996, 
Blessed Pope John Paul II wrote an 
Apostolic Exhortation to all religious 
communities of consecrated life. In 
this document, he discussed what 
he termed the New Evangelization 
and the need to search out creative 
solutions to difficulties confronting 
the Church. He spoke of the need for 
all sectors of the Church to work in 
communion and dialogue. He said 
that, “Everything must be done in 
communion and dialogue with all 
sectors of the Church. The challenges 
of evangelization today are such 
that they cannot be effectively faced 

without the cooperation, both in 
discernment and action, of all the 
Church’s members ... In particular, 
effective communion among those 
graced with different charisms will 
ensure both mutual enrichment and 
more fruitful results in the mission in 
hand.” (Vita Consecrata, # 74)

After much prayer and discussion, 
and having carefully considered this 
arrangement, we are convinced that 
this new arrangement will yield the 
“more fruitful results” which Pope 
John Paul II mentions. From our point 
of view, it is surely an opportunity for 
our mission to offer a great service 
to the Church of Guatemala, at a 

moment of great need, in its work of 
promoting and educating vocations to 
the priesthood.  

We ask for your heartfelt prayers that 
God will bless this new endeavor of the 
Marmion Abbey Guatemala mission.
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Support the Mission
Beyond  Your Lifetime

An important way to help the Guatemala Mission is to consider a planned gift 
such as a bequest provision in your will or living trust.  Your gift will help to 
insure that our mission in Guatemala will continue strong for many years to come.   

For more information on how you can arrange a planned gift please contact:

Abbot John Brahill, O.S.B.
Marmion Abbey Guatemala Mission

1000 Butterfield Road
Aurora, IL.  60502-9742

Tel. 630-897-7215 Ext. 312
Email: jbrahill@marmion.org



At 10:00 AM on October 5, Colegio Seminario San José completed the academic 
year of 2012 and held its annual graduation exercises. Eighteen graduates received 
their diplomas, having successfully completed the academic diversified program 
of studies.They received their diplomas in various areas of study including 
arts and sciences, computer science, graphic and industrial design, automotive 
mechanics, and electricity. They will be eligible to continue their studies at the 
National Major Seminary or at a university.  A further twelve students successfully 
completed the initial program of three years of basic academic studies, called the 
“Basico” program. These young men will continue their studies at the Colegio 
next year in the diversified program.
 
Abbot John traveled to the Guatemala mission to celebrate the graduation Mass 
during which he encouraged the graduates to continue their studies. During his 
homily, he reminded them that during this time of their lives, they need to be 
serious about their studies, not just for their own future success, but even more 
importantly, so that they can become leaders in their communities to help their 
people. He said that they are first and foremost to be men of faith and of service, 
giving witness to their Catholic faith and being future leaders serving the people 
and the Church of Guatemala.

The 2013 academic year will begin the week of January 14. Your prayers are 
requested for all of the Colegio’s graduates and students.

Conclusion of Academic Year & Graduation


