


Dear Friends,
 
Throughout this year and until February 2, 2016, Pope 
Francis has declared a special Year of the Consecrated 
Life. The Pope invites all those who have vowed 
themselves to God in the consecrated life to renew 
their vocation and to fill it with joy and passion. He 
has also asked that religious communities do all that 
they can to highlight the important contributions of religious in the daily life of the Church. 
 
I would ask for your continued prayers for the health and growth of consecrated life in the 
Church and specifically for the monks of Marmion Abbey. Since the founding of Marmion 
Abbey and Marmion Academy in 1933 we have been greatly blessed with vocations to our 
monastic community. However, as we all are aware, vocations to both the priesthood and to 
religious life have greatly decreased over the past forty years, especially here in the United 
States. 

When I entered Marmion Abbey in the 1970s there were some 60 monks. Today we have 
a total of 25. I truly believe that God is calling many young people to the priesthood and 
to religious life, but many of them perhaps do not recognize God’s call to them. Or many 
perhaps are just fearful of such a lifelong commitment. Young people need our prayers, 
support and guidance in all areas of life, including and especially in this area of consecration 
to God in the religious life. I know for myself, I resisted God’s call in entering Marmion 
Abbey. I tried to ignore God’s call for many years. After my graduation from Marmion 
Military Academy in 1967, I earned a degree from St. Louis University. I then worked and 
traveled for ten years. I was enjoying life without any serious commitments. But God finally 
caught up with me and had the last word. I entered Marmion Abbey as a “late” or “mature” 
vocation in 1977 at the ripe old age of 28! In those days some in the Abbey were concerned 
that I was too “old” to enter the monastery!

My point is that Marmion Abbey and Marmion Academy have been very blessed. During 
all of these years the Marmion monks, working hand in hand with our dedicated faculty 
and staff, and with many good friends and benefactors, have been the driving force for 
the continued success we enjoy here at Marmion. I am confident that Marmion Abbey 
as well as Marmion Academy and our Guatemala mission will continue to be blessed in 
the coming years. I ask you and thank you for your continued prayers for an increase of 
worthy vocations to Marmion Abbey. But I also ask for you to be active in speaking directly 
with young people, perhaps your own children, encouraging them to seriously consider 
a vocation to Marmion Abbey, to the priesthood or to another form of consecrated life. 
Marmion Abbey’s website at marmion.org has a vocation section for further information.

I wish you God’s blessings during this Year of the Consecrated Life and during this joyful 
season of Easter! 
 
Sincerely,

Rt. Rev. John Brahill, O.S.B.  ‘67
Abbot
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40 Days of Lent
The Marmion community celebrated Ash Wednesday (February 
18) with an All-School Mass in Alumni Hall. Fr. Michael Burrows 
OSB ’70 was celebrant and homilist. Noteworthy was the entrance 
procession with the Monumental Cross and its erection before the 
altar (pictured right). At the end of the Mass, students, faculty, staff, 
and guests were invited to approach the cross and make a silent 
offering to the Lord of their proposed Lenten good works. 

Marmion’s Lenten almsgiving project was to raise enough money 
to build a house in Haiti through the Hope for Haitians project. A 
home requires 1220 concrete-block bricks at a cost of $5.25 each. Each 
student was asked to purchase a brick for $5.00 and the additional 
$0.25 was donated by a Marmion benefactor. 

After his Resurrection, Jesus ordered 
his disciples: “Go therefore and make 
disciples of all nations, baptizing them 
in the name of the Father and of the Son 
and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to 
observe all that I have commanded you.” 
(Mt. 28:19-20)

This clear missionary mandate of Jesus 
was and remains the basis for Marmion 
Abbey’s Guatemala Mission. On June 
10, 2015, our mission will celebrate its 
fiftieth anniversary of evangelization, in 
obedience to the missionary mandate of 

Jesus.  During the past fifty years, our Guatemala mission has changed and 
has grown in many ways.  On June 10, 1965, Abbot Gerald Benkert gave the 
missionary blessing to the first four missionary monks of Marmion Abbey: Fr. 
Patrick Greene, Fr. Matthias Zinkan, Fr. Mark Hogan and Fr. Conrad Lamb. 
They were soon joined by Fr. David Palmatier and Fr. Francis Daleiden. Today, 
our Guatemala Benedictine community remains at our mission, but now all 
are Guatemalans. During its first twenty-six years, the mission was located in 
the town of Solola. Since 1991 it has been located in the city of Quetzaltenango. 
Throughout the years the Benedictine monks have remained focused on the 
missionary work of evangelizing through their witness of common life and 
prayer, and through their continuing ministry of providing Catholic secondary 
education for young men in our Colegio Seminario San José.  

The Guatemala mission will host a variety of celebrations during this 
anniversary year.  The main celebration will take place at our mission on July 
10 and 11, the feast of St. Benedict. Abbot John will lead a group to Guatemala 
in July of Marmion monks, trustees, Academy faculty, friends and benefactors 
to be present for this celebration. 

As we celebrate 50 years of our Guatemala mission this year, I would like to 
thank you for your continued prayers, friendship and support for Marmion 
Abbey’s Guatemala mission.   

Fifty Years of Evangelization in Guatemala
by: Abbot John Brahill, OSB ’67

Fr. Mark Hogan (left) and Fr. Patrick Greene
have their suitcases packed and ready to become

missionaries in Guatemala.

The Benedictine community of the Guatemala
Mission Priory today.
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Fr. Christian Pusateri died peacefully in the Lord in his Abbey room early on New Year’s 
Day 2015. He was 86 years old, 59 years a priest and 36 years a monk of Marmion Abbey.

Fr. Christian was born on July 1, 1928 in Melrose Park.  Upon graduation from Proviso 
East High School in 1945 he studied with the Maryknoll Mission Society (1946 to 1953). 
He completed his theological studies at St. Procopius Seminary, Lisle.  He was ordained 
a priest for the Diocese of Joliet on May 30, 1955. He subsequently earned a doctoral 
degree in counseling and a licentiate in Canon Law. He was Dean of Students and Vice 
Rector at St. Charles Borromeo Seminary, Romeoville; Episcopal Vicar for Religious; 
Pastor of St. Patrick’s Parish, Wilton Center; and served on the diocesan marriage 
tribunal. 

In 1977 Fr. Christian discerned that God was calling him to the monastic life.  He professed 
his vows as a monk of Marmion Abbey on June 9, 1978, and took the name of Christian. 
He was active as an instructor of psychology at Marmion Academy, counselor, spiritual 
director and as a popular retreat master for numerous religious communities. 

During the last years of his life, as his health declined, Fr. Christian remained faithful 
to his monastic vocation, committed to community prayer and the Eucharist, and maintained an active participation in the 
daily life of the community.  His Funeral Mass was celebrated on January 5 at the Abbey Church, with burial in the Abbey 
Cemetery.

Fr. Christian Pusateri, OSB (1928-2015)

Educate  the young

               Care  for the elderly

Marmion Abbey Appeal
2014-2015

Give online at
marmion.org/abbey

Monks Host All-School
Luncheon

 
On January 28, the Marmion community celebrated both Catholic 
Schools Week and the “Year of Consecrated Life” (a year of the 
Catholic Church honoring all men and women in religious orders). 
The Marmion monastic community treated the staff, faculty and 
student body to lunch, with the monks helping serve the meal. The 
festive meal featured an extended lunch period, a decorated dining 
hall, piano music played by several Marmion students, delicious 
Italian food from Belgio’s Catering, and a few words of welcome 
from Abbot John Brahill OSB ’67 and Head of School and Principal 
Anthony Tinerella ’84. Special mention and thanks was given to the 
Marmion Alumni Association who generously funded the event. 
Wayne Hoover ’87, the chairman of the Alumni Board, also shared 
a few thoughts with the students. 

Fr. Joel Rippinger OSB (front) scoops ice cream for a grateful student
while Fr. Marcos Rivas OSB slices the cake. 

Will you prayerfully consider a gift to 
Marmion Abbey? Your generous gift will 
help the Marmion Abbey monks continue 

their mission of prayer, education of 
young men and pastoral ministry.
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William V. Conroy ’69 Memorial Financial Aid Fund 
was established by his parents, Bill and Carmel Conroy of 
Madison WI, in memory of their only son Bill who died at 
age 49.  Bill attended Marmion Academy for three years 
before his father, a Caterpillar executive engineer, was 
transferred to Peoria. Son Bill had fond memories of his 
Marmion education. The Conroy Fund will aid students to 
attend the Academy who need financial assistance.
 
Gerard and Robyn Dempsey ’61 Financial Aid Fund 
was established by their sons, Brian ’90, Brent ’92 and 
Austin ’97, and Gerry’s brother Todd ’66, in honor of 
Gerry’s birthday.  Gerry is a Marmion trustee and C.E.O. of 
Batavia Enterprises, a commercial development company. 
The annual earnings from the fund will help students 
attend Marmion.

John and Dianne Letherman Family Financial Aid 
Fund was established by John and Dianne Letherman of 
Elkhart IN, by their sons Joe ’87, Rob ’89 and Pete ’91, and 
by their sons’ company Cadet Construction of Elkhart.  John 
owned a commercial real estate business before retiring. The 
Letherman Fund will help families with proven financial 
need to send their sons to Marmion.

James B. Naughton ’43 Memorial Scholarship Fund 
was established by his family and friends, with lead gifts 
coming from son Jim Naughton ’69 of Virginia Beach 
VA. Jim and Mary Naughton of St. Charles/Geneva were 
longtime friends of Marmion, sending all four of their sons 
to the Academy (Jim ’69, Tom ’72, John ’74 and Pat ’78, a 
Marmion trustee), and seeing three grandsons graduate. Jim 
Naughton was an independent accountant and a decorated 
veteran of World War II.  The Naughton Scholarship will be 
awarded to students with proven academic talent.

The 42nd annual Mass and Dinner of the Abbot Marmion Society, Marmion’s gift club, was held on October 25, 2014. Abbot 
John Brahill OSB ’67 recognized donors who became new Life or Sustaining Members, as well as those who through their 
continued generosity had moved up to a new gift level. He also announced the establishment of four new investment Funds 
for the Academy.

Four New Funds Announced at AMS Dinner
by: Madelyn Weed, Director of Advancement

A

C

B

D

(A) The Letherman Family: (l-r) Joe and Liz ’87 and son Joe, Jr., John 
and Dianne, Abbot Vincent Bataille, Pete and Suzanne ’91 and Rob ’89.
(B) Pat ’78 and Jim ’69 Naughton receive the plaque announcing the 
scholarship fund established in memory of their father, James ’43. (C) 
The Dempsey Family: Brian and Tammy ’90, Austin ’97, Robyn and 
Gerry ’61 and Brent and Laura ’92. D)  Senior Evan Pickard, a Marmion 
scholarship recipient, expressed his gratitude on behalf of the student body to the 200 guests for their continued support of Marmion.

Michael D. and Linda Assell
Ryan M. and Emily Bohr ’92

Cadet Construction, Inc.
CDR (Ret) Raymond and Tina Carlson, 

JAGC USN ’69
Anthony L. and Tracy Chivari ’83

William E. and Carmel Conroy
In Memory of +William Conroy ’69

Marianne Fuja
In Memory of +Joseph Fuja ’09

Dr. Stephen T. and Anne Marie Gonczy ’65
Mike C. and Joyce Halles

Thomas J. and Kathleen Heaton ’81

+Rev. Msgr. Robert B. Hoffman ’53 Bequest
Dr. Stephen and Alexandra Juriga

Robert and Rene Kirtley
Gregory J. and Linda Kliebhan ’69

Jerry S. and Zoe Knudtson
Eugene A. and Katherine Kus

+Robert J. and +Marilyn Lari ’49 Bequest
Thomas J. and Peg Lentz ’67

Mira Loran
Dr. John C. and Jane Mason

Joseph and Christa Mehlmann ’62
Jason K. and Jenny Nagel ’95

Jack and Marianne Napoli

Nottolini Family Trust
In Memory of +Judge Gene Nottolini

James J. and Janice Ruddy ’55
Wayne and Karen Sanchez, Jr.

William H. and Joyce Seibold, Sr.
+Beatrice Spence Bequest

Andrew L. and Sarah Totman
Adam T. Voirin ’02

+Wallis and +Kathryn H. Wallace Bequest
Donna Walsh

In Memory of +Edward J. Walsh ’48
R. Alex and Carol Westhoff

New         Life Members

For more information on Marmion’s donor recognition programs, including the Abbot Marmion Society and Canterbury Society, 
please visit the Advancement section of Marmion.org or contact Madelyn Weed at (630) 966-7642.
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Class of 2019 Scholarship Recipients

Marco Anaya Gonzalez, son of Marco 
Anaya Rodriguez and Gabriela Gonzalez 
Matzumiya of Batavia, received the Thomas 
’58 and Marilyn Leuer Family Scholarship. 
Jack attends St. Peter School in Geneva.

Jared Beltz, son of Joseph and Brenda 
Beltz of Aurora, received the Rev. Sebatian 
Crow, O.S.B. Memorial Alumni Association 
Scholarship. Jared attends All Saints 
Catholic Academy in Naperville. He is the 
brother of Michael Kocour ’09 and Joshua 
Beltz ’11. 

Keegan Bennett, the son of Kelly and Megan 
Bennett of Sugar Grove, received the John 
J. Mulvihill, Jr. ’39 Memorial Scholarship. 
Keegan attends St. Rita of Cascia Catholic 
School in Aurora.

Henry Cella, the son of Luke and Jennifer 
Cella of Geneva, received the Edwin and 
Laurina Witting Memorial Scholarship. 
Henry attends Holy Cross Catholic School 
in Batavia. 

Joseph Farrell, the son of Greg and Jeri 
Farrell of Sugar Grove, received the Dorothy 
and Larry Dempsey Memorial Scholarship. 
Joseph attends Kaneland Harter Middle 
School in Sugar Grove. He is the grandson of 
Gerald Nickels ’50 and brother of David ’17.

James Graft, son of William ’79 and Mary 
Graft of South Barrington, received the 
Rev. Alcuin Deck, O.S.B. Memorial Alumni 
Association Scholarship. James attends St. 
Anne Parish School in Barrington. He is the 
son of William ’79, brother of William, Jr. 
’12 and John ’14, and nephew of Michael 
’86.

Nathan Konen, son of Brian ’83 and Ann 
Konen of Sugar Grove, received the Rev. 

Peter Enderlin, O.S.B. Memorial Alumni 
Association Scholarship. Nathan attends 
Holy Angels Catholic School in Aurora. He 
is the grandson of Vince ’46, son of Brian 
’83, nephew of Eric ’87 and James Eccher 
’85, and cousin of Nicholas Knudtson ’10 
and Patrick Knudtson ’12.

J. Owen Michuda, son of James and Suzanne 
Michuda of Geneva, received the James 
L. Bachner, Sr. ’43 Memorial Scholarship. 
Owen attends Da Vinci Academy in Elgin. 

Michael Neff, son of Charles and Bridget 
Neff of Batavia, received the Dr. Alfred 
G. ’32 and Mary A. Chione Memorial  
Scholarship. Michael attends Rotolo Middle 
School in Batavia. 

Timothy Pecharich, son of Timothy and 
Stephanie Pecharich of Aurora, received 
the Rev. Joseph Battaglia, O.S.B. Memorial 
Scholarship. Timothy attends Annunciation 
BVM Catholic Elementary School in Aurora.

Caleb Ritzheimer, son of Brian and 
MaryMargaret Ritzheimer of North Aurora, 
received the James J. Kochevar ’67 Memorial 
Scholarship. Caleb attends Jewel Middle 
School in North Aurora.

Quinn Sweeney, son of Edmund and 
Rebecca Sweeney of St. Charles, received 
the Dan ’49 and Peg Guddendorf Memorial 
Alumni Association Scholarship. Quinn 
attends St. Patrick Catholic School in St. 
Charles. He is the brother of Cameron ’14.

Alec Wilson, son of Thomas and Marisel 
Wilson of North Aurora, received the Erwin 
W. Nagel Family Scholarship. Alec attends 
St. Peter School in Geneva.

Thirteen eighth-graders have been awarded academic scholarships to attend Marmion 
next fall. Scholarships were awarded based on performance on the entrance exam held 
in December 2014, in which 212 eighth grade boys participated. These scholarships have 
an all-time record high value of $237,200 over four years. The four Alumni Association 
Scholarships are restricted to sons, grandsons, nephews or brothers of Marmion alumni. 
The following have received scholarships as members of Marmion’s class of 2019:

Anaya Gonzalez

Bennett

Farrell

Konen

Ritzheimer

Neff

Wilson

Beltz

Cella

Graft

Michuda

Sweeney

Pecharich

8th Graders can “shadow” a current student to experience
a morning as a Marmion Cadet.

Contact the Admissions Office at 630-897-6936 ext. 264 for details.
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The Illinois Student Assistance Commission (ISAC) has 
named thirty-three Marmion seniors (26% of the class) 
Illinois State Scholars (pictured above l-r, back row): Brady 
Bobbitt, Joseph Dutton, Andrew Hartmann, Colin 
O’Connor, William Porteous, Brendan Fitzpatrick, 
Trenton Medernach, Neil Peterson, David Demoll, 
Connor Dunleavy, Brodie Malatt, (front row) Andrew 
Glanville, Colin Sheehan, Russell Joyce, Robert Stephens, 
Blake Turcich, Alex Juriga, and Alexander Vandenberg. 
Not pictured: Noel Abraham, Patrick Baker, Paul Bancroft, 
Thomas Bergan, Sean Campbell, Jonathan Delmonico, 
Jack Doroff, Reilly Dougherty, Jacob Ebert, Jordan 
Glasgow, Evan Pickard, Sharbel Romanos, Thomas 
Sieben, and Anthony Wegman.

Rankings are based on a combination of ACT and/or SAT 
test score results and class rank in the top 10 percent of 
the State’s graduating seniors at the end of the junior year 
of high school - unless the students achieved a score at or 
above the 95th percentile for Illinois students on one of the 
standardized tests.

Math Team 9th Consecutive State Qualifiers
Based on the ICTM Regional Competition results (3rd 
place), the Marmion Math Team is currently ranked #5 in 
the State going into the Division 2A State Competition on 
May 2. This gives the Cadets their 9th consecutive berth 
as a whole-team qualifier. The 2014-2015 Team Captains 
are seniors Noel Abraham, Joe Dutton, Tom Sieben 
and Robert Stephens. They are coached by Marmion 
mathematics teachers John Salomone (team moderator), 
Debbie Wilkinson, Carol Kinzer and Mike Meaden.

JROTC Academic Team Heading to JLAB 
National Competition
Marmion’s JROTC Academic Team took 1st place in 
the Third Brigade advancing them to the All-Services 
National JROTC Leadership and Academic Bowl (JLAB) 
Championships taking place June 26-30 in Washington 
DC. They will be one of 24 Army teams competing for the 
National Title. JROTC Academic Team members are juniors 
Harrison Kearby (Team Captain), AJ Rechenmacher and 
Andrew Burroughs; and sophomores Charlie Zimmer, 
Andrew Lifka and Timothy Wisdom.

National Merit Finalists
Seniors Joseph Dutton, Jacob Ebert and Robert Stephens, 
Jr. (below, left to right) have been named Finalists in the 
60th annual National Merit Scholarship Program. They 
will continue in the competition to compete for some 7,600 
National Merit Scholarships worth more than $33 million 
and to earn the nationally recognized and coveted Merit 
Scholar title.

Flannigan Rifles Drill Team
On January 17 the Flannigan Rifles Drill Team competed 
for the first time in the East Aurora Tomcat Drill Meet. 
They finished in second place against 17 high schools. 
On February 7 the team competed in the Purdue Army 
Drill Meet in West Lafayette against 17 high schools and 
won the overall Commander Trophy for the fourteenth 
time in fifteen years (pictured below).  In April 2015, the 
Flannigan Rifles will compete in the Army National High 
School Drill Championships in Louisville KY where in 
2013 they finished as the top ranked team in the Army in 
the Demilitarized Division. In May they travel to Daytona 
Beach FL for Nationals to defend their title as the #1 ranked 
Army Team in the Demilitarized Division (2014). 

33 Seniors Named Illinois State Scholars

Academy - 7



Mr. Marmion, a tradition 
from our community’s 
past, was revived this year 
through the time and effort 

of the Student Council and LEAD Program. The event, 
held on February 20, has always had a strong charitable 
aspect, and this year was no different. As a group, it was 
decided that we would help sponsor Allison Ortlund, 
sister of Marmion senior Eric Ortlund. Allison, through 
the St. Baldrick’s Society, has volunteered to shave her 
head in honor of three-year-old Batavia resident, Ramona 
Bond, who has been diagnosed with Acute Lymphoblastic 
Leukemia. Guests showed their support by buying tickets 
to watch students compete in Mr. Marmion, a mock male 
beauty pageant. The giving spirit continued throughout 
the evening as both our Dean of Students, Mr. Damato 
’01, and Head of School and Principal, Mr. Tinerella ’84, 
agreed to shave their heads if $350 and $1000 was donated 
respectively throughout the event. Thanks to the generosity 
of our guests, we raised over $2000 and Mr. Tinerella and 
Mr. Damato had more than a little taken “off of the top.” 

Many thanks to the all of the contestants (seniors Ben Freda, 
Evan Pickard, and Zachary Turnbow; juniors Joseph 
Duffield, James Powers, and Ben Rydecki; sophomores 
Kyle McCullough, Henry Pierce, and Brendan Scanlan; 
and freshmen Ryan Conti and Seth Groom) for all they put 
into the evening. I, along with Quinn Turcich, were the hosts 
and emcees. Following four rounds of competition (evening 
wear, beach wear, group talent and the final question), 
senior Zach Turnbow was crowned Mr. Marmion 2015! The 
judging panel consisted of Mr. Newport, Ms. Brown, Coach 
Thorpe, Mr. Salamone, Mr. Johnson and Mr. Giangreco. It 
was a night of fun as well as a night of great fundraising - 
one which will hopefully continue!

Top photos (left to right): 1) Mr. Marmion 2015 Zach Turnbow shaves 
Mr. Damato’s hair. 2) Junior James Powers and RHS junior Ellie Davis 
model their “date wear.” 3) Emcees Quinn Turcich (left) and Noel 
Abraham (far right) introduce Allison Ortlund (center), Ramona Bond 
and her brother Sebastian. 4) Ben Rydecki dances a little disco for his 
talent portion of the competition. 5) Fr. Michael Burrows OSB ’70 gives 
Mr. Tinerella’s ’84 a shave.

“Mr. Marmion” Makes a Comeback
by: Noel Abraham ’15

Marmion Academy’s JROTC program held its annual Military Night on 
February 22. The evening included an awards ceremony, performances by 
the Flannigan Rifles Drill Team and remarks by retired US Air Force LTC 
Erik Pettyjohn, father of David ’16.

The following Marmion Academy JROTC cadets were recognized with 
individual awards: Alexander Vandenberg: DAR ROTC Medal; Sharbel 
Romanos: DAC ROTC Medal; Russell Joyce: SAR ROTC Medal; Thomas 
Sieben: SAR Citizenship Medal; Neil Peterson: Military Officers Association 
of America ROTC Medal; Trevor Jones, Andrew Hartmann and Eric 
Ortlund: COL Joe Day Memorial Award; Joseph Raucci, Matthew Milder  
and Tyler Stewart: COL Joe Day Remembrance Award; Jacob Nardone: 
Bugles Across America Hall of Fame Medal; Benjamin Rydecki and Ryan 
Thornton: Bugles Across America Award; Wade Gunderson: Best Squad 
(Company D, 3rd Platoon, 2nd Squad); Mark Fillar, James Laughead 
and Phillip Swanson: Best Plebes; Cole Buschbacher: Senior Rev. Martin 
Witting Award; Joseph Fremgen: Junior Rev. Martin Witting Award; 
Andrew Lifka: Sophomore Rev. Martin Witting Award; and Matthew 
Lagman: Freshman Rev. Martin Witting Award.

Cadets Honored at Military Night

M

R. M AR MIO

N

?
2015

Marmion Academy senior CPT Trevor 
Jones receives the Colonel Joe Day Memorial 
Award from guest speaker, retired US Air 

Force Officer, LTC Erik Pettyjohn.
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Marmion-Rosary Band: A True
Brother/Sister Partnership
by: Madelyn Weed, Director of Advancement

The Marmion-Rosary Band program continues to be the only co-ed 
class Marmion shares with our sister school, Rosary. The partnership 
was started in the 80s by Band Director Stephen Thurlow, who is 
in his 32nd year at Marmion. “I am very proud and appreciative 
of the relationship Marmion and Rosary share through the band 
program,” states Thurlow. “I have seen so much musical, academic 
and leadership talent from students from both schools.” This brother/
sister relationship extends beyond the schools’ partnership. Thurlow 
is always impressed by the sisters of Marmion students who come 
through the program. 
 
The Pho’s are just one example of this. Benjamin Pho, a 2013 graduate, was very involved in band program. When his 
sister Victoria, an accomplished pianist, started at Rosary in 2011, seeing her brother getting to play a variety of percussion 
instruments, she decided to join the Marmion-Rosary Band. On the first day meeting with Mr. Thurlow, she asked if she 
could learn a new instrument, and he suggested the oboe. To her, this was a challenging, new experience, and the beginning 
of a lifelong endeavor. She also learned to play the bass drum for Marching band (pictured above left), which she enjoyed. 
She then pursued music after school with different ensembles, such as Jazz and Percussion. Joining the Marmion-Rosary 
Band did not stop Victoria from participating in other activities at Rosary. She is a member of the Rosary W.Y.S.E. and Math 
teams, as well as various other clubs. Music has trained her to organize her time and to be a well-rounded student.
 
Victoria earned countless awards in State contests, but she is most proud of recently being accepted into N.I.U. School of 
Music for playing oboe, and is also a recipient of the N.I.U. Scholar award. There she will again join her brother, Benjamin, 
who is in his second year majoring in Applied Mathematics with a minor in Chemistry. Victoria is planning to major in 
Music and Chemistry for pre-med, and minor in Math. She couldn’t have achieved this or even considered majoring in 
Music if it wasn’t for Mr. Thurlow. He is an amazing Band Director who is truly passionate about music, and always 
encouraging his students.
 
“As a Music Boosters President and parent of both Marmion and Rosary band students, I can see how the music program 
has a tremendous impact on my son and daughter,” adds Vi Pho, mother of Benjamin and Victoria. “It provides for them 
unique learning experiences with competitions, clinics, and performances at various places, such as Disney World and 
Wisconsin Capitol. All of these countless hours spent at band and waking up at 5 AM are worth it for a lifetime of memories.”
 
For additional information on the Marmion-Rosary Band program, visit marmion.org.

Marmion & Rosary attend the 2015 March for Life by Paul Bancroft ’15
(Please visit marmion.org/march for Paul’s article in its entirety)
As a senior, this was my last chance to attend the March for Life as a Marmion student. I have been a member of Respect Life Club since late 
sophomore year and have thoroughly enjoyed every meeting under the watchful eyes of Fr. Joel, our moderator. This year, after working 
tirelessly to raise funds to help offset the cost,  27 students from Marmion and Rosary (pictured below) traveled to Washington DC for this 
year’s March. The trip as a senior is very memorable. In addition to seeing the sights, there is a great deal of bonding time, allowing you to 
experience your fellow classmates in a different setting. However, none of it can compare to the actual March for Life.

Everyone woke up extra early the morning of the March for the annual Youth Rally for Life held at the DC Armory which is filled with over 
10,000 young people along with the bishops, priests and adult chaperones that accompany them. Once the Rally and Mass have concluded 
all 10,000 people make the pilgrimage to the National Mall where the annual Rally for Life takes place. At the conclusion of the Rally a final 
prayer is said by the Grand Knight of the Knights of Columbus and the March steps off. Admittedly, it feels more like the March rolls uphill 
rather than steps off heartily in protest of the murder of 
the unborn. However, what else can you expect with a 
crowd of over 160,000 people? During those slow hours 
of taking step after step, we saw countless groups just 
like us - young high school students passionate about the 
Pro-Life Movement. This trip cannot be easily summed up 
in a few paragraphs of text. One must be present to truly 
understand the emotion of being in such a large group 
of people working for the common goal of protecting all 
human life! Academy - 9



Junior Earns Perfect ACT Score
Junior A.J. Rechenmacher scored 
a perfect 36 on the ACT, a national 
college admission examination 
that consists of subject area 
tests in English, Mathematics, 
Reading and Science.

In addition to being a Superior 
Honor Roll student, A.J. is 
involved in many extracurricular 
activities at Marmion. He is a 

member of the nationally ranked Flannigan Rifles Drill 
Team, the State qualifying Math and WYSE teams, the 
Latin Club, Chess Club and Respect Life Club. He is also a 
member of the varsity Wrestling Team. 

Distinguished Service Award
Coach Dan Thorpe was 
presented with the Fr. Alcuin 
Deck Distinguished Service 
Award for the first semester of 
the 2014-2015 academic year on 
December 5, 2014 during an all-
school PRIDE Assembly. Coach 
Thorpe has been a fixture at 
Marmion since arriving in August 
of 2005 as the head football coach 
and teacher in Social Studies. He 

has remained as Head Football Coach to the present day, 
as well as Head Track and Field Coach. Since the 2006-07 
school year, he has been the College Guidance Counselor 
at Marmion. A native of Wisconsin, Dan and his wife Dana 
are the parents of three children (two daughters, Miranda 
and +Madeline and son, Macade ’12). He has been a tireless 
promoter of the Marmion mission, assisting in the Academy 
retreat program and devoting countless hours in providing 
counsel for college bound Marmion students. He serves as a 
role model for students and as a man of faith and integrity.

NFL Punt, Pass and Kick Bears Champion
On November 23, 2014 
sophomore Connor Hoeft won 
the NFL Punt, Pass and Kick 
Bears Championship contest 
involving 40 other participants 
from Illinois, Iowa, Indiana and 
Wisconsin.

 
Connor registered the highest 
point total booting a 51-yard 

kick-off and a 35-yard punt at the Chicago Bears beautiful 
indoor-field facility in Lake Forest. On November 23 Hoeft 
demonstrated his arm strength with the longest pass of 47 
yards before 65,000 Bears fans at Soldier Field. 
 
Ted Brattin Civic Youth Award

Senior Blake Turcich was one of 
10 local students honored with 
the 2014 Ted Brattin Civic Youth 
Award. The award, presented at 
a luncheon hosted by the Rotary 
Club of Aurora on December 9, 
2014, is sponsored by the Aurora 
Rotary, the Aurora Navy League 
and Aurora University.

Turcich has volunteered since grade school, making a 
difference in the lives of  those with special needs. He has 
been a summer camp counselor at Camp Soar where he 
works 1-on-1 with a severely handicapped camper for a full 
week every summer. In addition to working with special 
needs people over the summer, Turcich gets up early on 
Saturday mornings (often after working one of his two 
part-time jobs until 11:00 PM Friday) to work with special 
needs children and adults.

Turcich also started “Polishing Pals,” his own volunteer 
program where he and other volunteers that he trains go 
to area nursing homes to polish the residents’ shoes. Some 
visits include more than 100 shoes.

In the News ...

Through the generous support of the Dunham Fund, Marmion Academy has received a 
$300,000 grant to support a free youth summer camp. The Youth Energy Savers (Y.E.S.) 
Camp is a three-day science camp that will be offered to area sixth, seventh and eighth 
grade students attending schools that may lack in technology and other critical resources. 
At the Y.E.S. camp students will have the opportunity to learn about various types of clean 
energy technology including: solar panels, wind turbines, hydrogen and many more. The 

goal of the camp is to excite young minds about the importance of responsible energy usage and the growing demand of 
professions related to clean energy and green initiatives.
 
Christian Anderson ’04, Marmion’s Director of Alumni Relations, was responsible for conceptualizing the camp and securing 
the grant. “The Y.E.S. Camp is going to be a massive success. It will provide students with wonderful learning opportunities 
and also highlight Marmion and our commitment of education and service to individuals of all economic backgrounds.” In 
addition to an energy packed STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering and Math) curriculum, the Y.E.S. camp will also have a 
mentorship component. At various points during the camp, student leaders from Marmion will be matched with campers and 
have an opportunity to work with them on team building, communication and leadership skills. The YES camp will be held 
June 16-18, 2015. For more information please visit marmion.org/yes

Dunham Fund Awards $300K for Camp
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The Marmion Academy Drama Club, directed by Kristin Voris, headed back to the 80’s 
with this year’s production of Footloose.

Footloose is the story of a high schooler, Ren McCormick 
(senior Sharbel Romanos), who moves with his mother from 

Chicago to the small town of Bomont. His presence in the town causes a 
lot of commotion because Ren balks against Rev. Moore (senior Jacob Nardone) 

and Bomont’s conservative way of life and no dancing law.  Through his friendship 
with Willard Hewitt (senior Drew Glanville) and Ariel Moore, the Reverend’s 
daughter (Rosary sophomore Rachel Groth), Ren is able to understand the reason for 
the law and to encourage the town to move beyond its painful past.

This cast was made up of 50 Marmion and Rosary students rehearsing tirelessly 
to put together another fantastic high quality show. This year’s production was so 
popular that all three shows sold out! Footloose was enjoyed by many throughout the 
Fox Valley area.

“Blake has a heart of gold and an unbelievable disposition,” 
said Dan Thorpe, Director of College Guidance. “He is a 
very humble and dedicated student who has a love for his 
fellow mankind. He attacks life with an energy and a desire 
to do his best while making others and their lives as best 
as they can be. He will make a wonderful mark on society 
and has already done more in his lifetime than many other  
students and adults will do.”

Service Above Self Awards 

Seniors Timothy Mason (above, left) and Rusty Joyce 
(right) were two of 25 area students to receive the 2015 
Service Above Self Award on January 19. The awards were 
presented by Aurora Mayor Thomas Weisner ’67 (center) 
during the annual Martin Luther King Day celebration 
sponsored by the City of Aurora.

Fr. Michael Burrows OSB, nominated Timothy Mason 
for his volunteer service to Equine Dreams, a not-for-
profit organization located in Newark that provides free 
therapeutic horseback riding to children and adults with 
disabilities. Mason has worked for many years at Equine 
Dreams. He has spent countless hours caring for the horses 
as well as working as an instructor for the 100+ students 
during the summer months. “Equine Dreams is a very 
important part of Tim’s life. It was established seventeen 
years ago by his family after his older brother was born 
with Angleman Syndrome. His dedication is inspiring 

and an obvious expression of his faith life,” remarked Fr. 
Michael. Timothy has also been honored for his exemplary 
volunteer service with the President’s Volunteer Service 
Award. This award, which recognizes Americans of all ages 
who have volunteered significant amounts of their time to 
serve their community and their country, was granted by 
The Prudential Spirit of Community Awards program on 
behalf of President Barack Obama. 

Rusty Joyce has been involved in Marmion Academy’s 
Special Olympics and Hope Wall School partnership, 
serving as a volunteer/coordinator for over 20 events. He has 
also been a driving force behind several food and clothing 
drives as well as Marmion’s annual Crayons for Kids school 
supply drive. Additionally, Joyce serves as a volunteer at 
Marianjoy Rehabilitation Hospital. “From his earliest days 
at Marmion Academy, Rusty has been a tremendous model 
of service. He is an incredible example of selfless service,” 
stated Mark Malkowski, Associate Campus Minister. 

Rotary Students of the Month
Marmion seniors (below, left to right) Sean Dickerson, 
Andrew Glanville, Trevor Jones, and Connor Dunleavy 
were selected as Aurora Noon Rotary’s Students of the 
Month for February 2015. These four students were selected 
for this honor based upon their academic record, school 
activities, community activities, and leadership positions 
within these activities.
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Forty Years in the Making
Varsity Basketball started the season with a couple of 
wins at the Buffalo Grove Thanksgiving Tournament and 
quickly went to 4-0 in the conference with big wins over 
Aurora Christian and St. Francis. Coming up short against 
Aurora Christian in a later rematch, the Cadets faced St. 
Francis to determine final conference standings. In front 
of packed stands in Marmion’s Alumni Hall, the Cadets 
won and secured it’s first varsity basketball conference 
championship since 1975!

With a tough schedule playing larger schools this season, 
the Cadets went on a winning streak of 6 straight and 
finished the regular season at 17-11. Senior Jordan Glasgow 
surpassed 1000 points in his career, top 3 in assists and 
leader in steals. Senior Jake Esp was on the verge of also 
surpassing 1000 points in his career. 

“It has been a lot of fun working with these kids and being 
able to watch them develop and mature in school and 
basketball. I’m proud of this group and how they came 
together, worked hard and were able to go as far as they did. 
This senior class has clearly set the tone and helped lay the 
foundation for the next chapter of the Marmion Basketball 
program. We are planning great things for the future of the 
program and have a lot of talent on the horizon,” stated first 
year Head Coach Joe Currie ’82.

The sophomore team finished 20-5 and also won the 
conference championship. They won the West Chicago 
Thanksgiving tournament and were 4th at the St. Charles 
East Christmas tournament. Freshmen finished 9-19 with 
much improvement after starting 0-9. They finished 4th at 
the Aurora King of the Hill tournament. 

Two Wrestling State Champions
The Cadets started off the season with high hopes to 
be in contention for a third consecutive Team State 
Championship trophy. The first test of the season saw  
juniors Nathan Traxler (182) and Mikey Callahan (145) 
place 4th and 8th respectively in the Walsh Jesuit Ironman 
(Akron OH), the toughest tournament of the high school 
wrestling season. Two weeks later the wrestling team won 
the Dvorak Tournament (Machesney IL) and followed that 
up with a top 8 finish at the premier national in-season dual 
tournament at The Clash (Rochester MN). Wrapping up 
the season, the Cadets won Regionals, qualifying the entire 
team for the Dual Team Sectional Championships as well as 
9 individuals for the Sectional tournament. 

After winning the sectional championship over Lyons 
Township, Cadet wrestlers fell to the best team in the 
nation, one match short of bringing home a Team State 
Championship title. 

Five out of the six wrestlers who advanced to the State 
tournament placed in the top three. Junior Riley DeMoss 
(170, pictured left below) and Nathan Traxler (182, right) took 
the IHSA State Championship. Traxler was also named 

Cadets Winter Season Wrap-Up
by: Dan Heckle ’92, Community Outreach Coordinator

Varsity Basketball won it’s first 
Conference Championship since 1975.
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Kane County Chronicle’s Wrestler of the Year. Sophomore 
Anthony Cheloni (138) placed second in state and juniors 
AJ Jaffe (132) and Trace Carello (152) placed third. 

Cadet Nation is extremely proud of their efforts and 
continues to see great things on the horizon!

Four Swimmers Qualify for State
The Marmion Swim Team was a small, but mighty group 
of JV and Varsity swimmers this year. With a reputation of 
consistently performing at the biggest meets of the year, 
the team worked hard all season for those last pivotal 
championship meets. A lean team required the younger 
swimmers to step up and they did.
 
Freshman Gary Rockwood was named Metro Catholic 
Conference Swimmer of the Year, an award voted on by 
area conference coaches at the Conference Meet.

The Illinois High School State swim meet is one of THE 
fastest high school meets in the country. Congratulations 
to the following State qualifiers: freshman William Kamps 
(200 IM & 500 Free), senior Andrew Kasper (200 & 500 
Free), and the 400 Free Relay Team of Kasper, Kamps, 
junior Anthony Bliss and sophomore Joseph Reiter. 
Kasper (pictured below) placed 10th in the 200 free (1:42.85) 
and Kamps took 12th place in the 500 free (4:39.36). Kasper 
will go on to compete at Calvin College (NCAA Division 
III) in Grand Rapids MI. 

Marmion swimming has won 23 Conference titles (runner-
up 10 times), 5 Sectional titles, and 11 top ten finishes in the 
IHSA State meet including a State title in 2000. Marmion is 
11th in the State in number of State trophies won (4).

Schroeder Rifles place 2nd in State
Marmion’s Sporter team (Samuel Kluber, Matthew 
Kowalkowski, Christopher Baker, Phillip Swanson, Ryan 
Wiacek) completed its 2014 season with a third place finish 
in the State championship. The team competed in four open 
matches: the Fall Classic (Swanson placed 2nd overall, 
Wiacek placed 3rd), the Army qualification for Third 
Brigade (8th place), the Iroquois West Raider Classic (2nd 
place), and the Pekin Bastean Classic (7th place).  

Marmion’s Precision team members were Nichols Salazar, 
Kyle Urbanik, Matthew Kowalkowski, Sam Kluber, Peter 
Saucedo, and Jorge Ochoa. Nicholas Salazar was the only 
returning precision team member from last year’s 3rd place 
team. The team competed in four open matches: the Fall 
Classic (Kowalkowski placed 3rd overall with a score of 
562 points), the Army qualification (Ochoa placed 1st for 
the Third Brigade), the Iroquois West Raider Classic (team 
placed 3rd), and the Pekin Bastean Classic precision (team 
placed 4th).

Marmion traveled to Port Clinton OH for the Army 
Nationals competition. Unfortunately several members of 
the team fell ill and they lost ground. Salazar finished in 
the top eight out of 38 individual shooters. The final meet 
was the State Championship 
in Bloomington where 
Marmion placed second in 
State with a score of 2223.  
Kowalkowski placed fourth 
and Urbanik (pictured right)
fifth with scores of 559 each. 
                
MSG Leon Collins, team 
coach, thanked the following 
senior members for their 
hard work, outstanding 
leadership and dedication 
over the last four years: Peter 
Saucedo, Nicholas Salazar, 
Kyle Urbanik and Jorge 
Ochoa.

Sophomore Anthony Cheloni placed second in State.

Senior Andrew Kasper 
placed 10th in State

in the 200 Free.

Senior Kyle Urbanik 
placed fifth in State.
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Swim Coach Bill Schalz ’79 was 
inducted into the Illinois Swimming 
Association (ISA) Hall of Fame on 
December 8, 2014. He was named 
the 2014 ISA Coach of the Year and 
received the Bruce Woodbury Hall 
of Fame award for his extensive 
body of work. Bill was also named 

the Kane County Chronicle’s Swim Coach of the Year after the 
second-place State finish of the Rosary swim team.  Schalz has 
coached the Marmion Cadets since 1985, the Rosary Beads 
since 1990 and the Academy Bullets Swim Club since 1994. 
He has claimed a national prep title (Academy Bullets boys 
team in 1997) and 5 State Championships (Cadets in 2000 and 
Beads in 2006, 2007, 2008 and 2009), making him one of two 
coaches in Illinois to lead a men’s and women’s team to the 
State team title.



Upcoming Events Arranged by the Alumni Association
by: Maria Thornton, Director of Special Events

Steak Fry/Lobster Boil
sponsored by Parce Rum 
June 5, 2015
After a 600 person record 
attendance at last year’s Steak 
Fry/Lobster Boil the Steak 
Fry/Lobster Boil Committee 
of the Alumni Association 
is more enthused than ever 
to keep attendance numbers 
up and this event energized.  
There will be added 

entertainment for everyone’s enjoyment and new items for 
bidding at this year’s Silent Auction.  

The Parce Rum Steak Fry/Lobster Boil has become the 
kick-off event to the summer and is open to all friends 
of Marmion and their friends. We encourage all reunion 
members to have their pre-reunion party at the Parce Rum 
Steak Fry/Lobster Boil. We are happy to reserve tables for 
you and your classmates!

Dinner includes a delicious steak or fresh lobster from 
Maine. The cost of each dinner is $35 and includes all sides, 
dessert and drinks. To purchase your dinner ticket, please 
go to www.marmion.org/steakfry.

BIG TICKET Raffle
The evening of the Parce Rum Steak Fry/Lobster Boil 
culminates in the drawing of the $25,000 BIG TICKET 
Grand Prize winner. Tickets are $100 each and only 1,000 
will be sold. To purchase BIG TICKET raffle tickets please 
go to www.marmion.org/raffle or speak to a member of the 
Alumni Board.

All proceeds from the BIG TICKET raffle and the Parce 
Rum Steak Fry/Lobster Boil go toward fulfilling the 
Alumni Association’s $80,000 commitment for academic 
scholarships and financial aid for Marmion students. For 
more information please contact Maria Thornton at (630) 
966-7628.

Reunion Weekend 2015
Planning has already begun for this year’s ALL-ALUMNI 
Reunion taking place on Saturday, June 6. This year’s 
reunion will take place at the new Nagel Emporium at 
Abbey Farms.  This is a brand new beautiful facility which 
will enhance the Reunion festivities.  

The celebration will begin with a tour of the campus at 4:30 
PM followed by the Reunion Mass at 5:30 PM at the Abbey 
Church and culminating with the Reunion festivities at the 
Nagel Emporium at Abbey Farms.  

Although all alumni are invited we will, as always, be 
highlighting and celebrating the following classes during 
our festivities:

1965 for their 50 year reunion 
1990 for their 25 year reunion
2005 for their 10 year reunion

Recruit your fellow classmates, spread the word.  The more 
alumni that attend the more fun it will be!  Take some time 
out of your busy schedule and enjoy a weekend of  sharing 
memories,  stories and reconnecting with old friends.

We look forward to seeing you this summer. For more 
information please visit marmion.org/reunion or call (630) 
966-7628.

Celebrating all alumni; highlighting
the Classes of 1965, 1990 and 2005. 

MEET US IN WASHINGTON DC!
Saturday, May 2, 2015

Please join Anthony Tinerella ’84, Head of School and Principal; Madelyn Weed, 
Director of Advancement; Fr. Charles Reichenbacher OSB ’59, Director of Planned 
Giving and other area alumni and friends at the Old Ebbitt Grill on Saturday, May 2 at 
6:30 PM for cocktails and dinner followed by a short presentation.
Arrangements courtesy of Claude Andersen ’69.

Let us know you will join us by registering at marmion.org/dc today!
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1954
The law firm of Mirabella, Kincaid, Frederick & Mirabella, 
LLC (MKFM Law) announced that Joseph Mirabella has 
recently celebrated his 50th anniversary of practicing law 
in Illinois. Joseph’s grandson, Benjamin Glonek, is a 2013 
graduate.

Joe Ruzicka of Diamond Bar CA is now Director, Division 
V, of the Three Valleys Municipal Water District.  He has 
been a member of the Board for a number of years.

1955
On December 18, 2014, Bob Bonifas (pictured below) visited 
the South Pole. “It took me a while to attain this destination, 
… words cannot describe the vastness and awesomeness of 
this continent.” To read more about Bob’s adventure, please 
visit marmion.org/southpole. 

1958

Don Arndt Jr. of St. Charles (pictured above with wife Nina) 
was recently elected as the Chairman Emeritus of the 
Alumni Association Board of Directors. Alumni Board 
Chairman Wayne Hoover summarized Don’s commitment 
saying, “Don has a long history supporting Marmion 
and the Alumni Association, which he has been a board 
member of since 1971. He is a man of deep faith and has 
been instrumental in many of the Board’s efforts.” Don Jr. 
is the father of two graduates (Donald III ’84 and Todd ’88) 
and also serves as a Marmion Oblate.

1959
Bob and Marti Bennett of Poquoson VA have 6 children, 
22 grandchildren and 11 great-grandchildren. Bob is a 
semi-retired engineering associate at JSA/Jefferson Labs in 
Newport News.

Eldon Gould of Maple Park and his family were honored 
as the “Pork Producer Family of the Year” by the Illinois 
Pork Producers Association. Eldon started farming with 
his father Don in 1963. Today he owns and operates Gould 

People You Should Know...
LT GEN Daniel Bolger USA ’74 retired from active 
duty in 2013 after 35 years of decorated service.  Dan 
and Joy are currently living in Raleigh NC, where he is 
a history professor at North Carolina State University 
teaching military history. He holds a Ph.D. in history 
from the University of Chicago.  

LT GEN Bolger is the author of several books, 
his latest being Why We Lost.  He wrote an Op-Ed 
article on Veterans’ Day 2014 in the New York Times 
entitled The Truth About the Wars. Before he retired 
he was the Commanding General of the Combined 
Security Transition Command in Afghanistan and 

Commander of the NATO Training Mission in Afghanistan (2011-2013).

LT GEN (three stars) Bolger is the highest ranking Marmion alumnus to serve 
in any of the U.S. Armed Forces. He was the Guest Speaker at the 2008 Military 
Night and the recipient of the Marmion Centurion Award for his distinguished 
career accomplishments.

Class News & Notes ... 
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Farms with his wife Sandy, and their son Chris and his wife 
Dana. The family has a 3,000 acre crop operation and a 750 
sow farrow-to-wean operation.

1964
COL (Ret.) Richard Mackey, Sr. was honored by Marquette 
University at their Veterans Day Breakfast and Wall of 
Honor Ceremony. Richard is a 1969 graduate of Marquette.

1967
On November 4, 2014 Judge Rory Olsen was re-elected to 
his 5th term as Probate Judge for Harris County TX. Judge 
Olsen has presided over Harris County Probate Court #3 
since 1999. This court handles traditional probate matters—
inheritances and guardianships and law suits connected to 
these cases. It is also one of two courts in Harris County that 
hears mental health commitment cases.

1968
Ed Tybor of Scottsdale AZ is a Planning Counselor for the 
Whitney & Murphy Funeral Home of Phoenix.

1970
Bill Lenert, Jr. of Sugar Grove was newly elected to the 
Kane County Board and sworn in on December 1, 2014.  
The Board Chairman is his classmate, Chris Lauzen.

1976
Tom Collins of Tempe AZ is Senior Director of Major Gifts 
for the Athletic Department of ASU.

1978
As of January 1, Don Dowling switched law firms to become 
a partner at the New York City office of the international 
law firm K&L Gates, where he practices international 
employment law. Don’s wife Nancy is General Counsel of 
Dannon USA (Danone/Evian). Their 3 kids are progressing 
through college: Grant graduated from the University of 
Chicago and is studying philosophy at Columbia, Grace is 
about to graduate from Washington Universtiy in St. Louis, 
and Coco just started at Columbia. Don’s nephew, Phillip 
Swanson, is a member of Marmion’s Class of 2018 and on 
the rifle team.  

1980
Dr. Dan McGehee of Mesa AZ was voted Best Eye Doctor/
Eye Care in 2014 in the East Valley Tribune of Mesa. Dan has 
been in eye care practice for over 22 years and served the 
Mesa community for over 18 years. He is also a two-time 
finisher of the Ironman Triathlon World Championship and 
an avid ultra-endurance cyclist with many national records.  
Dan and Mary Kay, also an optometrist, have raised three 
children.

1981
Dr. Pat Cichon of Huntington Beach CA is an Emergency 
Physician, Attorney and Engineer.  Pat and his wife have 
four children.

1983
John Bagan of Thousand Oaks CA is the Chief Operating 
Officer of Drum Workshop, Inc. of Oxnard CA, a leading 
manufacturer and distributor of drums and accessories.

South Florida Regional Reunion
The Southwest Florida Regional Reunion was on 
January 18 at the Pelican Isle Yacht Club in Naples 
FL, with 38 in attendance - a record for Florida! Jack 
and Connie Kindsvater ’58 were the chaircouple. 
The group photo was taken after Sunday Mass 
and before all enjoyed a delicious brunch. Head 
of School Anthony Tinerella ‘84 gave a well-
received presentation on Marmion Today. Madelyn 
Weed, Director of Advancement and Fr. Charles 
Reichenbacher OSB ’59 enjoyed the gathering.

Four Marmion men carry the canopy over the Blessed Sacra-
ment during a Corpus Christi procession between St. Isaac Jogues 
Church in Hinsdale and Notre Dame Church in Clarendon Hills  
on June 22, 2014: Tom Logue ’75 (back left), Jim Froelich ’74 
(back right), Joseph Brennan ’82 (front right), and Nicholas 
Brennan ’17 (front left).
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1987
Robert Pasin is the president of the Radio Flyer Corp. of 
Chicago. The “little red wagon company” received a 2014 
award from the Chicago Innovation Foundation for the 
newly designed Radio Flyer Ziggle. The 97-year old family 
company continues to innovate in the ride-on-toy category.

1988
Todd and Gina Arndt welcomed son, Wolfgang, on August 
25, 2014. Todd and family live in Hong Kong, where he is 
Sr. V.P., Human Resources, for Neuberger Berman Services, 
LLCC.

1990
On Jan. 5, 2015, Dave 
Heaton, Republican 
of Wausau WI, was 
sworn in as a first 
term Representative 
in the Wisconsin State 
Assembly. This was 
Dave’s first campaign 

for elected office. He won with the dedicated support of 
his wife Stephanie, their three children (pictured above) and 
the Heaton family at large. The victory was historic, as the 
85th Assembly District had not experienced a Republican 
win in this office for 52 years. Rep. Heaton will serve as the 

Vice-Chair of the Assembly Insurance Committee. He will 
also be a member of the Judiciary, Children & Families, and 
Veterans & Military Affairs committees. 

1992
Mike Van Horne is sales manager for Securus Payments of 
Denver CO.

1994
Sam and Kyra Poulos celebrated the birth of their daughter 
Toula on September 8, 2014. The family recently moved to 
Coral Springs FL. Sam is now the Senior Account Manager 
for Business Development for Partsbase, Inc, an aviation 
procurement service, and Kyra is the Catering Manager for 
the new Margaritaville Beach Resort in Hollywood Beach.

1997
Rick Warner, after practicing law 
for 8 years in some of Chicago’s 
finest “Biglaw” firms, opened his 
own firm, the Warner Law Group, 
concentrating his practice in Real 
Estate law and Personal Injury 
litigation. He was named one of this 
year’s Illinois Super Lawyers Rising 
Star by Thompson Reuters, The 

Arizona Regional Reunion
Forty-three people attended the Arizona 
Regional Reunion at Chaparral Suites in 
Scottsdale on February 8. This was the best 
attendance at an Arizona reunion in years! 
Albert Voirin ’59 was reunion chairman. 
Some in attendance were (l-r) Paul 
Reichenbacher ’58, Fr. Charles Reichenbacher 
OSB ’59, Anthony Tinerella ’84, J.R. & Sandy 
Rotchford ’82, Rich Falenberg ’50, and 
Sharon & Tom Mattern ’81.

THREE WAYS TO ORDER:
1.  marmion.org/hammes
2.  630-897-6936 ext. 253
3.  Hammes Campus Store
	 1000	Butterfield	Road
 Aurora, IL 60502

Marmion Sweatpants u
$28.13 (plus S/H)  
Available in S - XL, colors vary

Hammes Campus Store Spotlight Items

t Blue Sweatshirt
      $50.86 (plus S/H)  S - XL 
      $53.03 (plus S/H)  2XL      
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Chicago Magazine, and Illinois Super Lawyers Magazine. Only 
2.5% of all Illinois lawyers receive this accolade each year. 
Rick and Nikki of Naperville celebrated the birth of their 
daughter, Addie Jo, who arrived on November 10, 2014 
(exactly 35 years after Rick’s).

1999
Thomas Koustos was inducted into the Marmion Athletic 
Hall of Fame on February 7. (Please visit marmion.org/
magazine to read more about Tom’s accomplishments in 
the January 2015 issue.)

2000
Javier Hernandez of 
Chicago married Sally 
Dwyer (left) at St. Marco 
Church, Marco Island FL 
on Nov. 28, 2014. Javi is 
a member of the Alumni 
Association Board of 
Directors. He is the son 
of Life Trustee Steve 
and Ophelia Hernandez 
(Academy receptionist), 
and brother of Dan ’06.

2001
Daniel Feehan of Washington DC recently began a new 
appointment as the Deputy Assistant Secretary of Defense 
for Readiness in the Office of the Under Secretary of 
Defense (Personnel and Readiness). He is the focal point 

within the Office of the Secretary of 
Defense (OSD) on the readiness of 
the Armed Services, developing and 
overseeing policies and programs 
to ensure the Total Force (Active, 
National Guard and Reserve) are 
ready for the missions assigned by 
the President and the Secretary of 
Defense. He serves as the co-chair of 
the Readiness Management Group 

and as a member of Executive Readiness Management 
Group.

Adam Freda of Chicago married Stephanie Dixon on 
May 31, 2014 at Nazareth Hall in Grand Rapids OH. The 
following classmates were in the wedding party (pictured 
below): Mike Duggan (3rd from left), Kenny Hartmann (5th 
from left), Ben O’Connor (6th from left), Mike Lenert (7th 
from left), Brett Rowe – Best Man (8th from left), John Kopp 
(2nd from right), and Joe Cibulskis (3rd from right).

2003
USMC Captain Ted Lauzen has 
qualified to represent the United 
States and Team USA as a member 
of the USA Modern Pentathlon 
World Cup Team. Ted competed 
against the top international 
Pentathletes at the 2015 World 
Cup Competition in Sarasota FL 
on February 19. The USA Modern 
Pentathlon consists of five different 
sports completed during one day: 

swimming, fencing, horseback riding over jumps, shooting, 
and running. Prior to earning a spot on the World Cup 
Team, Ted completed a combat tour as a Marine Light 

Southern California Regional Reunion
Nineteen alumni and spouses gathered for a Southern 
California Regional Reunion  on February 15, 2015 at the 
Big Canyon Country Club in Newport Beach CA.  Jim 
and Diana LaPointe ’59 chaired the gathering. Pictured 
are (front, l-r)  Dr. Mike & Shirley Francis ’54, Kathy 
(John) Pion, Richard Wittry ’52, Sandy & John Bagan ’83; 
(middle) Dick & Janet Johnson ’58, John (Kathy) Pion ’61, 
Lupe & Frank Kloer ’72; (back)  Jim & Diana LaPointe ’59, 
Anthony Tinerella ’84, Fr. Charles Reichenbacher OSB 
’59, Joe Ruzicka ’54 and Madelyn Weed. (not pictured:  Dr. 
Pat Cichon ’81)

A statue of the Sacred Heart 
was donated to Marmion 
Academy by Marsha Bock, 
Administrative Assistant 
to the Head of School and 
Principal, in memory of 
her late husband, +Douglas 
Bock. Their four children 
attended Marmion Academy 
and Rosary High School:  
Michael ’98, David ’99, 
Kate (RHS ’01) and Sarah 
(RHS ’05).
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Attack Helicopter Pilot in the volatile Helmand Province 
of Afghanistan. He is now stationed at the US Olympic 
Training Center in Colorado Springs CO with his wife, 
Sarah, and their daughter, Caroline.

2004
Declan Rocco Dalton, son of Daniel ’04 and Christine 
Dalton, was baptized November 16, 2014 by  Abbot Vincent 
Bataille OSB (below, center) with Fr. Charles Reichenbacher 
OSB ’59 (left) and Fr. Nathanael Roberts OSB (right) 
concelebrating at St. Clement Catholic Church in Chicago.

2006
Mike Cibulskis (left) of Aurora 
was sworn-in as an Illinois State 
Police trooper at the graduation 
ceremony on March 13 at the 
Illinois State Police Academy after 
completing a 26-week program. 
Mike is a graduate of Western 
Illinois University and formerly a 
police officer in Galesburg.

2009
Bobby Miles is an Engineer for Chevron Oil Corporation 
in Houston, TX. Bobby is a December 2013 graduate 
from University of Dayton with a degree in Industrial 
Engineering.

2010

C1C Ryan P. Novack (above) is currently an instructor 
glider pilot for the 94th FTS at the US Air Force Academy in 
Colorado Springs.  He has taught over 15 students to solo 
and has reached the rank of Master Instructor Pilot.

Sanjay Prakadan graduated with university honors from the 
University of Chicago in 2014 with a degree in chemistry. He 
is currently attending MIT as a graduate student in physical 
chemistry. He is also a member of the Shalek Group at MIT, 
the MIT Institute for Medical Engineering and Science, and 
the Broad Institute of Harvard/MIT, studying collective 
cellular behavior in healthy and diseased human tissue.

LT Brian Strohmaier USA is now stationed at Camp 
Humphreys, South Korea.

SATURDAY, MAY 23, 2015
at Marmion Academy & Abbey Farms

Friends • Family • Food • Fun • Music

Register by May 21 at:

www.theheroesmudrun.com

JIM CORNELISON 
from the CHICAGO BLACKHAWKS will 

sing the National Anthem at 8:30 AM

The Heroes Mud Run is a 5k run over 
cross-country terrain with over 12 

military-like obstacles to overcome and 
maneuver ... and lots and lots of mud!

Don’t forget the kids!
Children ages 4-13 can participate in 

the Little Heroes Mud Run, a series of 
fun, muddy obstacles just their size.

Alumni Class Notes - 19Alumni Class Notes - 19



Brian Thornton, Jr. (left) won 
the Jean Humphrey award for 
Outstanding Member in the 
House of Representatives at the 
37th Model Illinois Government 
Simulation as House Minority 
Leader. The simulation takes place 
at the Springfield Capitol Building 
with 270 students from 22 schools 
taking the role of legislators, 

lobbyists, journalists, budget analysts and lawyers during 
the weekend. Thornton attended as a delegate from Aurora 
University. 

2012
During his sophomore year at St. 
Louis Billikin, Eddie Catich joined 
a class of about 20 students who 
have an unofficial neuroscience 
major and are currently assisting 
faculty in developing the program 
into an official major for future 
classes. In the spring semester of 
that same year, he became involved 
in the neuroscience laboratory on 

campus, a division of the SLU Department of Comparative 
Medicine, and has since been active nearly full-time in 
behavioral and biomedical research on Parkinson’s disease. 
Eddie is part of a small team that has managed to secure 
several prestigious public and private grants, including 
backing from the SLU President’s Research Fund and a 
collaborative study with Teva Pharmaceutical Industries. 
Eddie also recently won an internal undergraduate grant 
that is providing he and his partner funding for their 
capstone research project, a pathophysiological Parkinson’s 
study, which will be presented publicly at both the SLU 
Psychology Capstone and Sigma Xi Research symposiums 
in late April. Eddie plans to pursue doctoral candidacy 
after graduation, with hopes to continue along the clinical 
research track.
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PRIZES
CONTESTS
RAFFLES

CADET 
CLASSIC
FRIDAY, JULY 24, 2015
Orchard Valley Golf Course in Aurora, IL

MARMION ALUMNI ASSOCIATIONʼS
31ST ANNUAL

MARMION ALUMNI ASSOCIATIONʼS
31ST ANNUAL

CADET 
CLASSIC
FRIDAY, JULY 24, 2015
Orchard Valley Golf Course in Aurora

Make your reservation today!
$135/golfer ($540/foursome)*

marmion.org/cadetclassic
*All proceeds from the Cadet Classic golf 
outing go directly toward Marmion Academy 
scholarships and financial aid. 

PRIZES
CONTESTS
RAFFLES

POLITICAL ENDORSEMENT POLICY
Marmion’s long-standing policy is never to make any partisan political endorsements, nor accept any political advertisements or post any political signs on its campus, 
nor provide alumni or others with Marmion’s mailing lists. This policy is in fairness to all political candidates and to protect Marmion’s tax-exempt status under federal 
law. Marmion will announce in its Alumni News “Class Notes” and in other places that an alumnus is running for a certain office or was elected to an office, but it will 
not endorse any candidate or allow Marmion’s name to be used as an endorsement.

CLASS NOTES:
Send your family, career, and address updates to

trios@marmion.org or online at
marmion.org/update.

Class Notes appear in the November and April
issues of the Marmion Magazine.
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Alumni Taps
+Raymond P. White ’41 of Aurora died 
November 15, 2014.

+William MacDonald ’43 of Louisville 
KY, brother of James ’54 and Abbot 
Marmion Society Life Member, died 
January 17.

+Joseph DuSell ’45 of Elgin died May 11, 
2014.

+Carl Hess ’45 of Montgomery died 
December 27, 2014.

+Leonard Kutz ’45 of Bay City MI, 
brother of Dr. Joe ’46, died September 3, 
2014.

+John Crockett ’46 of Ocala FL, formerly 
from Aurora, died on August 15, 2014.

+Raymond Bertrang ’47 of Oswego died 
on January 27.

+Robert DuFord ’47 of St. Paul MN died 
September 20, 2014.

+Arnold E. Lies ’47 of Aurora, Abbot 
Marmion Society Life Member, died 
February 14.

+Donald Bohr ’48 of Aurora, cousin 
of Fr. Kenneth Theisen OSB ’59, died 
November 30, 2014. 

+Charles E. Zidek ’48 of Riverside; 
grandfather of Charles ’10, Joseph ’12, 
Michael ’16 and William ’16; and Abbot 
Marmion Society Life Member; died 
December 14, 2014.

+Charles Golinvaux ’49 of Cass City MD 
died October 6, 2014.

+John McHugh ’50 of Aurora died 
January 15.

+Richard Novack ’50 of Batavia; brother 
of Robert ’49 and Donald ’53, uncle of 
Bill ’81 and great-uncle of Ryan ’10 and 
Nicholas ’13; died on November 20, 
2014.

+Kenneth Sherwood ’50 of Apple River 
died February 18.

+Rev. Paul Bueter ’51 of Ft. Wayne IN, 
retired priest of Ft. Wayne-South Bend 
Diocese and recipient of Ad Regnum Dei 
Award (March 2012), died December 7, 
2014. 

+Albert Fichtel ’51 of Aurora died 
November 4, 2014.

+George Sharpe ’51 of Lynwood WA 
died September 23.

+Herman Stredde ’53 of Aurora died on 
January 22.

+Richard Kellen ’55 of Aurora died 
February 5.

+David Schiller ’56 of Aurora died 
March 4.

+Dr. John Dickens 
’58 of St. Charles, 
brother of +Thomas 
’55 and Abbot 
Marmion Society 
Life Member, died 
February 7.

+James Manville ’60 of Yorkville died 
November 7, 2014.

+Richard C. Johnson ’63 of Chicago died 
January 6.

+Warren Dixon, Jr. ’64 of Naperville, 
father of Warren III ’92 and a former 
Alumni Association officer, died 
December 20, 2014. 

+John McCue ’64 of Aurora died January 15.

+Cliford Tomaszewski ’64 of Lorton VA 
died December 6, 2014.

+Tom Ward ’66 of Chicago; brother of 
Larry ’62, +Jim ’64 and Dan ’69; died 
December 26, 2014.

+John Eiter ’70 of Geneva, brother of Frank 
’64 and Michael ’67, died February 7. 

+Ryan Steffy ’00 of Naples FL died 
February 1.

+Staff Sgt. Andrew 
Seif, USMC ’06 
(attended Marmion 
for three years) of 
Holland MI died in 
a helicopter crash on 
March 10 in which 11 
were killed.  Andrew 
was awarded the 
Silver Star medal 
earlier in the month.
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+John C. Hirschfeld ’54 of Champaign died on November 30, 
2014. John was a Marmion trustee for eight years (1992-2000) and 
General Co-Chairman with trustee Jack Martin ‘58 of Campaign 
Marmion (1995-1998), which resulted in the construction of 
the Abbey Church, the renovation of the monastery building 
and the growth of the Endowment for Academic Excellence. 
John was a Life Member of the Abbot Marmion Society. He is 
the father of four sons (Robert ’98) and three daughters. He 
was an accomplished attorney and served as an Illinois State 

Representative. He is survived by his wife Mary, his children and grandchildren, 
and his brothers Dr. James ’56 and Dr. Jerome ’62.

+Frank J. Murnane, Sr. of Oak Brook died December 5, 2014. 
Frank was an Abbey Affiliate member, a Life Trustee (1967-
2014), and a Life Member of the Abbot Marmion Society. He 
is the father of Frank, Jr. ’70 and Patrick ’74, and step-father 
of Michael McDonald ’75, and is survived by his wife Rita, 
and a large family of children, grandchildren and great-
grandchildren. Frank was president/chairman of Murnane 
Packaging Company.
 

+George B. Kramer ’51 of Corunna MI, formerly of Batavia, 
died on January 24, 2015. George is the father of David ’72, 
grandfather of Matthew ’14, a member of the Alumni Athletic 
Hall of Fall and a recipient of the Alumni Centurion Award. 
He is survived by his wife Trudy and his family. George was 
the two-term Sheriff of Kane County, a juvenile officer with the 
Batavia Police Department, and a former professional football 
player and wrestler. He saw his son Donald recently sworn in as  
Sheriff of Kane County on December 1, 2014. 



In Loving Memory of ...
+Diane Aister of Yorkville, wife of 
Edwin ’59, died October 26, 2014. 

+Judge Henry Budzinski of Chicago, 
father of Henry ’80, Abbot Marmion 
Society Life Member, and Presiding 
Judge (retired) of Cook County Probate 
Court, died on February 24.

+Anne Cali of Batavia; mother of 
Trustee Phil Cali and grandmother  
of Bryan ’95, Jeff ’96, Tim ’01; died 
March 7.

+Orlando Casalino, grandfather of 
Joey Parisi ’06, died January 10.

+Lawrence Clancy of Roswell GA, 
father of Richard ’85, died February 9.

+Virginia Cyr of Aurora; wife of +Edgar 
’43, sister-in-law of Abbot David Cyr 
OSB ’44, and mother of Paul ’68; died 
October 29, 2014.

+Dr. Frank DeGaetano of Aurora, 
father of Robert ’80 and Thomas ’85, 
died Decmber 7, 2014.

+Maria Erday of Geneva, wife of 
+Victor, Jr. ’41 and mother of Victor 
III ’67 and James ’68, died November 
13, 2014. 

+Marian Feltes of Aurora; mother of 
Dale ’68 and Gary ’69 and grandmother 
of Melissa (Austin ‘97) Dempsey and  
Aron Feltes ’06, died February 7. 

+Audrey Fixmer of Ft. Atkinson WI, 
wife of +Robert ’44, died on January 22.

+Barbara Greiter of Aurora; wife of 
+Karl ’54, mother of Karl II ’79 and 
Mark ’81, grandmother of Michael 
’07 and Austin ’11 Robinson; died 
January 11.  

+William Johnson of Sandwich; 
grandfather of Nicholas ’09, Jack 
’15 and Brendan ’17 Scanlan; died 
November 24, 2014.

+Charlotte Keller of Pleasanton CA, 
wife of Robert ’54, died December 30, 
2014.

+Joseph Kleinfieldt of Aurora, brother 
of +Gerald ’64 and Richard ’69, died 
December 21, 2014.

+Lee Lochmann of St. Charles, 
grandfather of Adam White ’09 and 
Abbot Marmion Society Life Member, 
died November 15, 2014.

+Elizabeth “Betty” Maradei, mother of 
Dale ’73 and Wade ’79, died December 
17, 2014.

+James McKeaige of Aurora, father of 
Thomas ’84, died on February 25.

+Donald E. Murphy of Aurora, father 
of Donald P. ’85, died on February 23.

+Dr. Robert Olsen, father of Robert 
’70 and Joseph ’73, Abbot Marmion 
Society Life Member and Canterbury 
Society member, died November 14, 
2014. 

+Maureen Osborne of Lawrence KS, 
wife of William ’48, died March 2014.

+Bessie Patterman, wife of +Alois ’51, 
died January 23.   

+Deacon Harold Poss of Aurora died 
October 18, 2014.

+Anna Prisco of Aurora; wife of 
Anthony ’45, mother-in-law of Frank 
Guzauskas ’75 and Thomas Strong 
’64, and grandmother of John Strong 
’04; died October 14, 2014.

+Philomena Reiland of Aurora, mother 
of James ’57, a retired MA teacher and 
coach, died December 4, 2014.

+Lorayne Rice of Aurora, mother of 
Brian ’80, died November 13, 2014.

+Marilyn Riva of Montgomery, wife of 
James ’51, died December 11, 2014.

+Miguel “Mike” Saltijeral of Aurora, 
father of Hugo ’97 and maintenance 
employee at Lake Street Campus 
(1957-63), died October 22, 2014.

+Frank J. Schwartz, Jr. of Wheaton 
died on December 31, 2014. Frank 
and his wife Joan are Life Members 
of the Abbot Marmion Society and 
members of the Canterbury Society. 
Joan has been a substitute teacher at 
the Academy and a tutor for many 
Marmion students. 

+Msgr. Raymond 
J. Wahl, a priest 
of the Rockford 
Diocese, died on 
January 31. Msgr. 
was a dear friend 
of the Abbey and of 
its Mission Priory in 

Guatemala, anonymously supporting 
them through the years.  He was a 
Life Member of the Abbot Marmion 
Society.

+Sandra Waitkus of Aurora, mother of 
John Jeffrey ’92, died January 23. 

Schedule a Mass at Marmion Abbey
for a friend or loved one.
For more information,

contact Fr. Kenneth Theisen OSB ‘59 
at 630~897~6936, ext. 327

22 - In Loving Memory



David and Annamarie York, 
Salute Chaircouple and parents of 
Michael ‘10 and John ’11, invite all 
alumni, current and past parents, 
and friends of Marmion to attend 
Salute 2015 or support the event 
through the Sponsorship Program. 
The Sponsorship Program helps 
underwrite the expenses of this 
beautiful evening. Sponsors receive 
special recognition in the Salute to 
Youth dinner program.

The ticket price is $350 ($220 is 
tax-deductible), which includes a 
reception from 6:00-7:30 PM with 
bountiful hors d’oeuvres and a 
premium open bar followed by a 
four-course dinner in the Grand 
Ballroom. The program includes 
a dedication ceremony and the 
presentation of the Guard and 
Court of Honor. The evening ends 
with an open bar and dancing until 
midnight.

To purchase dinner
tickets or

participate  in the
Sponsorship Program,

contact the
Advancement Office at 

630-966-7628
or visit

marmion.org/salute

April 25, 2015
Drury Lane, Oakbrook Terrace, Illinois

This year’s Salute to Youth dinner theme is “Transforming Lives Through Caring.” It 
is a celebration of the dedication of the St. Scholistica Awardees (below) who will be 
honored at this year’s event. The St. Scholastica Award will be presented for the first 
time at this year’s Salute to Youth Dinner. The award honors adult women who have 
led exemplary Catholic lives in service to God and humanity, and who have had a long 
association with the monks of Marmion Abbey and their apostolates. St. Scholastica was 
the sister of St. Benedict, and was a woman of prayer and service. She is considered the 
founder of the Benedictine Sisters. 

VERA FELTES of Aurora has been associated with the Marmion 
monks since marrying her late husband Howard, whose family 
members were long-time friends of the monks. Their two sons 
graduated from Marmion Academy: Timothy ’71 and Thomas 
’80. She was active with the Mothers’ Club and the Abbot 
Marmion Society, and quite active, with her trustee husband, 
with the board of trustees.  She eagerly supported almost every 
fundraising project in Marmion’s history: building the monastery 
(1952), the gymnasium on the Lake Street campus (1965), the 

new Guatemala Mission campus (1990), the Academy’s endowment fund (1992), the 
Abbey Church (1998), as well as involvement with recent campaign Shape the Future. She  
continues to serve on Rosary High School’s Board of Directors. 

 
PATRICIA GARRITY of Aurora has been associated with the 
Marmion monks since she and her husband’s (Dr. Edward, 
Sr.) sons attended Marmion: Dr. Edward ’70, Father Robert 
’73 and Thomas ’76. Pat, a nurse by profession, traveled with 
her husband to Guatemala in the late 1960s, and then annually 
for almost 30 years, to give medical assistance to the people of 
Guatemala and the students at Marmion’s Seminario Colegio de 
San José. Whenever asked, Pat was always there to help with any 
Marmion project … here or abroad.
 

HELEN RIPPINGER of Aurora has supported the Marmion 
monks ever since meeting her future husband, Joseph, a 
1940 graduate of Marmion. Helen was an Army nurse and 
Joseph was an Army aviator during WWII when the two 
went on a date arranged by a Marmion monk and Army 
chaplain, Father Maurice Patrick. Four of their five sons are 
Marmion graduates: John ’64, +Thomas ’68, Daniel ’72 and  
Timothy ’74. The fifth son joined the Abbey instead: Father 
Joel. Helen also worked as an ob-gyn nurse for many years at 

Mercy Hospital in Aurora where she helped deliver hundreds of babies. Despite her 
busy home and work schedule, Helen always had time for both her parish and Marmion 
events. Helen and Joe remain active as Abbey Oblates. 

            Funding Our Educational Goals
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Are you getting your son’s mail?
Please help Marmion stay connected with all of our alumni and 
community members by providing us with the updated contact 
information of the named recipient of this magazine. Please send 
us this form (including the printed mailing address) or update the 
information online at: marmion.org/update

Correct address: _______________________________________________ 

City, State, Zip: _______________________________________________ 

Email: _______________________________________________________ 

Phone: ______________________________________________________ 
 

YOU CAN MAKE A BIG DIFFERENCE
                         DURING THE BIG GIVE ...

HELP US RAISE $36,000
                                              IN 36 HOURS

PLEASE GO TO MARMION.ORG/BIGGIVE
ON  MAY 20-21  TO  CLICK & GIVE
Can’t wait? Make your BIG GIVE donation
before noon on May 20 to receive an early bird
thank you gift. 
If you are interesting in assisting with the BIG GIVE by providing a challenge
gift, please contact the Advancement Office at (630) 966-7642.


