


This past August 1 the Episcopal Conference of Guatemala  
sent a written petition to our Guatemala mission requesting 
that the Program of Philosophy of Guatemala’s National 
Major Seminary of the Assumption be allowed to be pro-
visionally housed in some of our facilities at our mission 
beginning in January 2013. This is due to the fact that in 
the Spring of 2012, the Bishops’ Conference voted to move 
its Philosophy Program to Quetzaltenango. This vote was 
based on the fact that: 
 1. Its current building in Guatemala City has been 
  condemned for future use due to serious structural  
  problems. At the end of the current school year (in  
  November) they must vacate the building.
 2. The Guatemalan bishops want the program in Quet- 
  zaltenango in the future in order to give their semi- 
  narians a distinct pastoral and cultural experience of  
  the western part of the country (very culturally differ- 
  ent than Guatemala City).
 3. The Diocese of Quetzaltenango owns a large piece of  
  land that it has offered to the Bishops’ Conference to  
  build its future site for the program of Philosophy.

As yet, there are no buildings and fundraising needs to take 
place. Some years will be necessary for this. Thus, the Gua-
temalan bishops and the Major Seminary are in dire straits. 
Where will the Philosophy program be housed in 2013?  
This is the motive for the petition to our mission. 
 
On August 14, the monks present at our mission Prio-
ry voted to accept the petition. Then on September 8, I 
presented the petition to the Marmion Abbey Chapter 
which accepted it. A legal contract has been drawn up  
between the Guatemalan Bishops’ Conference and the  

Guatemala mission. The term of the contract is for four 
years. Further details for this unique arrangement are being 
worked out. 

The agreement stipulates that the Philosophy program of 
the Major Seminary of Guatemala will rent our mission 
seminary’s two dormitory buildings and clinic. Because of 
the fact that our residential dormitory facilities will be used 
by the students of the Philosophy program, beginning in 
January of 2013, our mission seminary will be obligated to 
terminate its residential program as of the end of this school 
year. The academic year in Guatemala begins in January 
and ends in October.  

To be clear, we want to assure all of our friends and  
everyone in the Marmion family that Marmion’s Guatemala  
mission seminary, although it will terminate its residen-
tial program, will continue as a day school. Nevertheless,  
student candidates for the Benedictine community of the 
priory will be able to continue as residential students.  
Using an existing small building, a separate residential 
facility has been prepared which can accommodate up to 
ten candidates.  These candidates will pray daily with the 
monks, as well as have their meals in the priory with the 
monks. The Benedictine priory will continue to function as 
in the past. 

The seminary will continue, as it has done since its begin-
nings in 1966, its essential mission of educating young men 
and preparing them for the priesthood or to be commit-
ted Catholic leaders as laymen. Since our beginnings the 
seminary has especially sought out young men coming 
from families with scarce resources. Serving the poor and 
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giving qualified students from poor families the opportu-
nity to study in our seminary has been and will continue to 
be an important emphasis of our mission. We will continue 
our work of searching out the needed funds so that these 
young men will be able to receive a good Catholic education 
and formation,  allowing them the opportunity to go on to  
future studies for the priesthood or in another profession. 

By our mission’s collaboration with the Major Seminary of 
Guatemala and with the Guatemalan bishops, the mission 
will have a new and unexpected opportunity to support the 
Catholic Church of Guatemala in working together in the 
task of educating future priests. Surely this is a great bless-
ing for our Guatemala mission. As a part of our collabora-
tion, the monks have been invited to teach some classes in 
the Philosophy program. 

Some years ago now, in 1996, Blessed Pope John Paul II 
wrote an Apostolic Exhortation to all religious communi-
ties of consecrated life. In this document, he discussed what 
he termed the New Evangelization and the need to search 
out creative solutions to difficulties confronting the Church. 

He spoke of the need for all sectors of the Church to work 
in communion and dialogue. He said that, “Everything 
must be done in communion and dialogue with all sectors 
of the Church. The challenges of evangelization today are 
such that they cannot be effectively faced without the coop-
eration, both in discernment and action, of all the Church’s 
members ... In particular, effective communion among 
those graced with different charisms will ensure both mu-
tual enrichment and more fruitful results in the mission in 
hand.” (Vita Consecrata, # 74)

After much prayer and discussion, and having carefully 
considered this arrangement, we are convinced that this 
new arrangement will yield the “more fruitful results” 
which Pope John Paul II mentions. From our point of view, 
it is surely an opportunity for our mission to offer a great 
service to the Church of Guatemala, at a moment of great 
need, in its work of promoting and educating vocations to 
the priesthood.  

We ask for your heartfelt prayers that God will bless this 
new endeavor of the Marmion Abbey Guatemala mission.

Novice Daniel Hernandez OSB ‘06: My name is Daniel Hernandez 
and as of July 10 I became Novice Daniel Hernandez OSB. People ask me 
all the time, whether it is friends, Marmion staff, parents or even my own 
family, what is a Novice? The best way I can explain it is by describing 
myself as the Newbie, a “Monk-in-Training”. I am in a transition, a change 
of pace in my life. The Novitiate is all about getting acclimated to this new 
Monastic life that I have chosen for myself. Being a novice at Marmion 
has been a great adventure. The daily life for a novice consists of work 
and prayer, Ora et Labora. From the time I wake up to the time I go to 
bed prayer is the central focus. I get together with all the monks and give 
thanks to God for all that he has blessed me with. We participate in the 
Eucharist together and share in the daily work of the monastery - whether 
it is working out in the farm, tutoring at the school, or preparing for all-school masses. All the work is meant to bring us 
closer to God. There have been some normal bumps in road, but I look around and see how happy all the monks are and 
what they have given and received from Monastic Life at Marmion and I say to myself, “I want that!” With your prayers and 
a little perseverance, I think this will be a wonderful journey. 

Novice Joseph Minardi OSB ‘08: At Marmion, a novice is someone who is ‘trying out’ the monastic life. The foremost 
purpose and goal of monastic life is to search for, and to find, God: in every action, every day.  I think that is the beauty of 

monastic life: it is simply the living out of the universal Christian vocation 
to seek for God, but in a very intense and deliberate manner.  The purpose 
of the novitiate year is to give the novice a year in which to live fully the 
monastic way of life and so be able to determine if this is where God is 
calling him to be.  We take classes in the morning which teach us more 
about monasticism, both its history and how it is lived today, and then 
we work in the afternoon.  Interspersed through all of this, though, is our 
prayer.  As a novice, our first focus is on discerning if this is the way of life 
God is calling us to: is living this life how we are best able to find God?  Is 
this where God is calling us to be?  We came in thinking that the answer to 
both of these questions is yes, but to really know we have to live the life.  
So for this one year, we are living the monastic life to truly figure out if this 
is where God is calling us.

A Novice’s Perspective
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Brian Birch is the new  
Choral Director. He has a 
Bachelor’s in acting and a 
Bachelor’s in Music Education 
from NIU. He has substituted 
in the elementary schools of 
Indian Prairie School District 
and West Aurora High School 
District. He has extensive 
knowledge of dramatic in-
terpretation and expression 

through performance experience; having performed on 
stage in college and in Chicago. He has also sung as a solo-
ist with the Fox Valley Philharmonic Orchestra.

Danila Colosi-Carrano is an 
instructor in science. She has 
a degree in Electronic Phys-
ics from Italy, a degree from 
the UK in Astrophysics, and 
a degree from NIU in Applied 
Physics. She has her teach-
ing certification for Physics, 
Chemistry and Mathematics 
and has been a tutor for both 
high school and college stu-
dents as well as a teacher in 
both the USA and Italy. 

Andrew Damato ‘01 is the 
new Assistant Director of 
Student Affairs, a science in-
structor, and assistant varsity 
football coach. He received 
his Bachelor’s of Science from 
Aurora University in 2006. He 
began his teaching career in 
2009 at Guerin Preparatory 
High School in River Grove 
where he was Assistant Dean 

of Students as well as the boys Athletic Director.  

Ricardo Del Toro ‘02 joins 
Marmion as the head soccer 
coach and Spanish teacher. 
He played Division 1 soccer 
at IUPUI (Indiana University, 
Purdue University of India-
napolis) where he received a 
Bachelor’s in Liberal Arts with 
a major in Spanish in 2006. He 
received his Masters in Teach-

ing at Marian University in Indianapolis in 2009. 

Carol Kinzer is an Algebra 
instructor. She earned a Bach-
elor’s of Arts in Mathematics 
from Pomona College in Cla-
remont CA, and a Master of 
Science in Information and 
Computer Science from Geor-
gia Tech. Prior to attending 
Aurora University to earn her 
teaching certificate, she was a 
Systems Engineer at IBM Cor-

poration. She also worked at MicroAge as the Director of 
Special Projects and Training.

Daniel Klatt teaches English, 
works with the sophomore 
class in the LEAD program, 
and is assistant cross country 
coach. In 2009, he earned a 
Bachelor’s in Business Man-
agement from Kent State Uni-
versity where he also served 
as an assistant coach in both 
cross country and track and 
field. He earned his teaching 
certification for Integrated 
Language Arts through the M.A.T. program at National 
Louis University. 

Maura Purse teaches in the 
English Department. Pri-
or to coming to Marmion, 
she taught for five years 
at Seton Academy, a co-ed 
Catholic school in the Arch-
diocese of Chicago. She 
has a Bachelor’s in English/
Literature and a Master’s  
Degree in Administration and 
Leadership, both from Bene-
dictine University.

Donald Reynolds teaches 
physical education and is the 
assistant wrestling coach. He 
also moderates a LIFE group 
and the Athletic Training 
Club. He is a 2002 graduate 
of Providence Catholic High 
School, where he earned 2 in-
dividual state championships 
and was on 4 team state cham-
pionship teams. He gradu-
ated from University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign with 
a Bachelor’s in Science and was also a member of the 2005 
Big Ten Conference Championship wrestling team.  

Marmion Academy  
Welcomes Eight New 

Faculty Members
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Marmion’s New “MENtors” Program
by: Bill Johnson ‘64, Director of Campus Ministry

16 Students Travel to Guatemala and Ecuador

The support for our new students took on a whole new look 
this year with the development of the Marmion “MENtors” 
Program.

The goal of the “MENtors” Program (which replaced the 
Big Brother Program) is to develop a very specialized group 
of Juniors and Seniors who would make a commitment to 
work with a group of eight or nine new students in order 
to not only help them become a part of the Marmion com-
munity, but also to guide and support them in all facets of 
what it means to be a Marmion Cadet.

In order to achieve this goal, faculty and staff were asked 
to recommend a small group of students who they thought 
could be spiritual, moral, and academic leaders and role 
models for our new students. Under my guidance as the 

Director of Campus Ministry, and with the support of Julie 
Garofalo and Vince Bellafiore, students were contacted and 
asked to submit a letter of recommendation, go through an 
interview process, and attend training sessions in prepara-
tion for the program.

Our “MENtors” Program consists of 38 Senior and Junior 
leaders. Two leaders are paired together to work directly 
and on a regular basis with eight to nine new students from 
the start of orientation to weekly/monthly meetings and so-
cial activities throughout the year.

The “MENtors” are a very dedicated and determined group 
of student leaders who are ready to make a difference in the 
lives of our new students.

Jamie Conway, Marc Derrico, Chris Jordan, Sean Kozak, Joe Mendoza, Tom Pacer, Tony 
Perez, and Johnny Peters immersed themselves in the Guatemalan culture for 10 days this 
past June. They stayed at San José Priory in Quetzaltenango. During the day, they worked 
for Habitat for Humanity building concrete block homes for the local poor and working on 
the grounds of the priory. As part of the cultural experience, they toured the churches in 
Antigua, Santiago, and Guatemala City. They explored Mayan ruins in Takalic Abaj, and 
the 1773 earthquake ruins in Antigua. Each day ended with spiritual reflection on the differ- 
ences in and the benefits of each culture. The trip was a complete success, with the Cadets 
making many friends with the Priory students and the families at the Habitat work sites. 
They were led by Abbot John Brahill and Brother Peter Spence, Marmion employees Jeanne 
McLean and Bill Dickson, and trustee member Carl Deufel ‘77.

In July, Robert Bagley, Patrick Garvin, Eddie Graham, Michael Hughes, Jack Keilty, Andrew 
Matthews, Max Meyer, and Jackson Rettig went on a mission trip to the mountains near 
Quito, Ecuador to replace a roof on a daycare center in San Antonio parish. Their days were 
spent working, followed by playing with the 100 children in the daycare center. Each day 
began with mass celebrated by their host Fr. Don Kenny and ended in prayer and reflection. 
At the end of the trip, they were treated to a fiesta which taught them the culture through 
many “story dances” performed by the Ecuadorians dressed in indigenous costumes. The 
students also spent a day visiting the “Mitad Del Mundo” museum on the equator. The trip 
was a phenomenal experience for all the students. The team was chaperoned by Marmion 
art teacher Jeanne McLean and Ed VanScoit.

View additional photos at marmionacademy.smugmug.com.

Guatemala

Ecuador
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One of the new programs that have been implemented to 
further Marmion Academy’s goal as a successful learning 
community is the P.R.I.D.E. Program. This program is a col-
laborative, deliberate effort to encourage students to under-
stand, care about, and act upon core values identified by the 
Academy. Its purpose is to create a fun, caring and inclusive 
learning environment for every student while maximizing 
student academic potential. It teaches values that will help 
students be successful both in and out of the classroom. 
The program encourages pride and respect of self, others, 
and school community. It also teaches respect of diversity 
and builds self-esteem. The letters of the P.R.I.D.E. acronym 
stand for the following values:
 Positive Attitude: Being a confident, forward-looking 
  individual
 Respect: Respect for God, self, and others. Embracing 
  diversity.
 Integrity: Acting with honor and on principle
 Determination: Commitment and devotion
 Enthusiasm: Showing emotion; having conviction and 
  energy

One of the main vehicles in promoting the P.R.I.D.E. Pro-
gram is the P.R.I.D.E. Assembly. Each P.R.I.D.E. Assembly 
provides an opportunity for the entire learning community 
to come together in a Christ-centered and fun environment. 
The assembly begins with group prayer, reflecting upon and 
modeling our commitment as a community to spirituality 
and the building of a strong relationship with God. Follow-
ing prayer, an in-house adult and student speakers, and/
or guest speakers make a presentation on a variety of top-
ics, all reflective of the mission of Marmion Academy and 
the values of the P.R.I.D.E. program. After the presentation 
by the speakers, the Assistant Headmaster for Administra-
tion reads the affirmations and celebrates the recognition 
notices (received each month from Marmion community 
members who wish to recognize others in the community).
Finally, each P.R.I.D.E. Assembly ends with fun, featuring 
various teamwork games, contests, and competitions in-
volving the students, faculty/staff and administration.

Please visit marmion.org/pride for additional details about  
Marmion’s P.R.I.D.E. Program.

Marmion Has P.R.I.D.E.
by: Mr. Anthony Tinerella ‘84, Assistant Headmaster for Administration

Twenty seniors were commissioned Extraordinary Min-
sters of the Eucharist for Marmion Academy and Abbey 
in September: Michael Bicknell, Nathan Colwell, Anthony 
DiSanto, Charles Faunce, Joshua Kanute, Alexander Lopez, 
Zachary Luther, Nicholas Novack, Liam O’Dea, John Pacer, 
John Peters, Macdonald Phelan, Jackson Rettig, Jake Ruddy, 
Zachary Sagtetter, Peter Shares, John Sieben, Taquin Ste-
vens, Samuel Thill, and Sam Tonner.

From May 31 to June 11, Italian students along with friends 
and family took a “field trip” to Italy that had been long 
anticipated. Chaperones were Isla Arcaro, Michael Jones, 
and Mary Strand; joining them were Sherry Brown, Jynette 
Brown, Domenic and Gisele Petitti (parents of Angela 
Vock), Michael and Amy DiSanto and sons Anthony ‘13 
& Vincent, Ramon and Natasha Dela Cruz and sons Alex 
‘10 & Emmanuel ‘12, Janet Matthews and son Andrew ‘14, 
Kelly Larsen and sons Justin ‘14 & Ryan ‘14 DiPergola, Liam 
O’Dea ‘13, and Alex Mehrer ‘14.

Eucharistic Ministers Italian Adventure
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Students Receive Academic Accolades
National Merit Scholarship Competition

Senior Samuel Eallonardo 
has been named a Semi-
finalist in the 58th annual 
National Merit Scholarship 
Program. The nationwide 
pool of approximately 16,000 
Semifinalists, representing 
less than one percent of U.S. 
high school seniors, includes 
the highest scoring students 
in each state. Eallonardo will 
continue in the competition 

for one of the 8,300 National Merit Scholarships worth more 
than $32 million that will be offered next spring.

National Honor Society
The National Honor Society (NHS) is the nation’s premier 
organization established to recognize outstanding high 
school students. More than just an honor roll, NHS serves 
to honor those students who have demonstrated excellence 
in the areas of Scholarship, Leadership, Service, and Char-
acter. The following seniors qualified for membership in the 
Marmion Academy Chapter of the National Honor Society:
 Eric Anderson, Javier Andujar, Alexander Arenkill, Mi-
chael Bicknell, Christopher Burrows, Conor Clingen, Dan-
iel Dukleth, Samuel Eallonardo, Taylor Farrell, Charles 
Faunce, Christopher Felder, Sam Ford, Patrick Garvin, 
Randall Gibson, Jacob Gilmore, Mohammud Hashir, 
Zachary Jacobson,  Laurynas Kalesinskas, Colin Kavana-
ugh, Maxwell Kelly, Brett Koskinen, Garrett Lappe, Kevin 
Lin, Joseph Mendoza, Ryan Mileris, William Morrissey, 
Nicholas Novack, Jack Novotny, John Pacer, Anthony  
Perez, Benjamin Pho, Robert Ramoska, Jackson Rettig, 

Zachary Sagstetter, Peter Shares, John Sieben, Matthew 
Smith, Matthew Switzer, Alexander Theisen, Jonathan 
Thielen, Samuel Thill, Robert Wenzel, and Lucas Wilson.

Twenty-Five Marmion Students Named AP Scholars
The College Board’s Advanced Placement Program has 
named twenty-five Marmion Academy students AP Schol-
ars. This title is given in recognition of exceptional achieve-
ment on the college-level Advanced Placement (AP) Exams. 
Only 18% of more than approximately 1.9 million students 
who took AP Exams in May 2012 performed at a sufficiently 
high level to merit such recognition.  

AP Scholar with Distinction Award (an average score of at 
least 3.5 on all AP Exams taken, and scores of 3 or higher on 
five or more of these exams): 2012 graduates Stuart Quinn  
and Michael Shares.
 
AP Scholar with Honor Award (an average score of at least 
3.25 on all AP Exams taken, and scores of 3 or higher on 
four or more exams): Seniors Jacob Gilmore and Jack No-
votny; and 2012 graduate Zachary McNally.

AP Scholar Award (completing three or more AP Exams 
with scores of 3 or higher): Seniors Samuel Eallonardo, 
Robert Wagner, and Robert Wenzel; and 2012 graduates 
Nevin Abraham, Benjamin Cole, Casey Dant, Frederick 
d’Escoto, Michael Eberth, Peter Gonzales, William Graft,  
Mitchell Heaton, Thomas Pacer, Christopher Pattermann, 
Alexander Purcell, Jonathan Rios, Alexander Ruble, 
Christopher Simon, Reid Weigelmann, Bradley White, 
and Patrick Zepeda.

Scholarships Available for Incoming Freshmen
* Rev. Sebastian Crow, O.S.B. Memorial Alumni Association Scholarship ($19,200)
* Rev. Alcuin Deck, O.S.B. Memorial Alumni Association Scholarship ($19,200)
* Rev. Peter Enderlin, O.S.B. Memorial Alumni Association Scholarship ($19,200)
Rev. Joseph Battaglia, O.S.B. Memorial Scholarship ($19,200)
Dr. Alfred G. ’32 and Mary A. Chione Memorial Scholarship ($19,200)
Edwin and Laurina Witting Memorial Scholarship ($19,200)
Gussye Deck Memorial and Joseph Kochevar Memorial Scholarship ($10,000)
Rev. Charles Reichenbacher, O.S.B. ’59 Scholarship ($10,000)
Philip and Marilyn Schnell Scholarship ($10,000)
Arthur J. Wiesbrook Memorial Scholarship ($10,000)

Total value of these ten scholarships is $155,200 
(The scholarship value listed is distributed over four years.)

* Marmion Alumni Association scholarships are reserved for sons, grandsons,
brothers or nephews of Marmion Academy alumni.

Accepting Cadets
for the

Class of 2017

Scholarship Qualifying 
Entrance Exam

December 1, 2012
at 9:00 a.m.

Apply online at:
marmion.org
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Cadets Promoted at Sabre Ceremony
Marmion Academy’s JROTC program honored 40 cadets with military promotions at the 
annual Sabre Ceremony on Friday, September 7. These senior cadets were presented with 
a sabre (officers) or a sword (first sergeants) by their parents, as they were promoted to the 
highest ranks available in the JROTC program.

Battalion Headquarters
Battalion Commander Samuel Eallonardo, Executive Officer John Peters, Adjutant Rob-
ert Ramoska, Information Officer Christopher Burrows, Operations Officer Marc Derrico, 
Supply Officer John Sieben, Command Sergeant Major Stuart Kofron, Personnel Sergeant 
Austin Bohr, Information Sergeant David Charipar, Operations Sergeant Samuel Thill, and 
Supply Sergeant Kevin Lin.

Companies
Headquarters Company Commander Jackson Rettig, Company Executive Officer Brett 
Koskinen, 1st Platoon Leader Alexander Lopez, 2nd Platoon Leader Sam Ford, and First 
Sergeant William Morrissey.

Alpha Company Commander Charles Faunce, Company Executive Officer Joseph Mendo-
za, 1st Platoon Leader Christopher Felder, 2nd Platoon Leader Robert Wagner, 3rd Platoon 
Leader Taylor Farrell, and First Sergeant Tomas Gauthier.

Bravo Company Commander Peter Shares, Company Executive Officer Alexander Theisen, 
1st Platoon Leader John Pacer, 2nd Platoon Leader Robert Wenzel, 3rd Platoon Leader Pat-
rick Bakala, and First Sergeant Alexander Arenkill.

Charlie Company Commander Nicholas Novack, Company Executive Officer Matthew 
Smith, 1st Platoon Leader Maxwell Kelly, 2nd Platoon Leader Jack Novotny, 3rd Platoon 
Leader Sam Tonner, and First Sergeant Patrick Garvin.

Delta Company Commander Anthony Perez, Company Executive Officer Jacob Gilmore,  
1st Platoon Leader Maxwell Meyer, 2nd Platoon Leader Garrett Lappe, 3rd Platoon Leader 
Michael Bicknell, and First Sergeant Kory Blair.

Annual Commissioning of 28 New LEAD Members
The annual LEAD Program Commissioning and Mass was held on Sunday, October 14. Twenty-eight new members were 
awarded their LEAD insignia: (Project Team 1) John Bird, Grant Bode, Cole Bonebrake, Michael Callahan, Jack Died-
erich, John Raucci, (Project Team 2) Carter Dickson, Jeremy Daum, Matthew Henkel, Dolan Hunt, Raul Jaimes, Matthew 
Martin, Lucas McDonald, James Walter, (Project Team 3) Chase Collins, An-
drew Kasper, Brendan Labbe, Joseph Schuette, Michael Seraphin, Thomas 
Seraphin, Joseph Sharafinski, (Project Team 4) Austin Auchstetter, Anthony 
Clementi, Conor Morton, Tito Spizzarri, Christian Surtz, Gyovai Tena, and 
Jared Weaver.

LEAD is a four-year program designed to educate students in leadership life-
skills.  These are skills that can be learned and practiced immediately.  The prin-
ciples and values for tomorrow’s world must be instilled in students today.  The 
objective of the LEAD Program is the development of students with practical 
leadership skills including self-discipline, self-awareness, and self-motivation 
combined with compassion, kindness, and a genuine care for others.  This 
unique skill-set gives the LEAD student the ability to lead people, manage proj-
ects, and be a viable and contributing member of a team. 

LEAD Student Director, 
Matt Switzer, gave the
closing remarks at the
annual LEAD
Commissioning.
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Homecoming 2012
This year’s Homecoming was a week-long celebration. The 
festivities started on Saturday, September 22 with a Run For 
the Pink 5k followed by the Cadet Kick-Off (see pg. 15) and 
concluded with the Student Celebration/Dance held at Fun-
way in Batavia on Saturday, September 29. The pep rally, 
bonfire and fireworks were held on Thursday night, Sep-
tember 27 to accommodate for the Friday night Homecom-
ing football game under the lights.

Half-time ceremonies included the presentation of the 
Homecoming Court, a fly-by of the Lima Lima Flight Team, 
and the JROTC Pass-in-Review, led by Battalion Command-
er Sam Eallonardo.

Marmion’s 2012 Homecoming Royalty consisted of Queen 
Abby Rich and King Alex Fritz, and their court Kara Kalisz, 
Katherine Witte, Abigail Urbik, Paul Gunderson, Conor 
Clingen and Stuart Kofron.

H O M E C O M I N G
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Cross Country Wins Sixth Consecutive SCC Title
The 2012 cross country campaign started off with a bang as 
the Cadets brought the Aurora city title back to Marmion 
for the first time in four years. This year’s team’s ultimate 
goal was to finish in the top 10 at the State finals in class 
3-A. Coach Dan Billish stated, “We logged the highest mile-
age as a team since I have been at Marmion, averaging 60 
miles per week.  We have the potential to do great things.” 
The cross country program had 58 participants this Fall.

Even though the Cadets had their fair share of bumps and 
bruises, it certainly did not change their goals for the sea-
son. Junior John Graft established himself as the top man 
finishing in the top 10 in nearly every meet this season. In 
Peoria, matched up against the State’s best, he finished in 
the top 30.  

There was a marked consistency from the seniors on a heav-
ily junior-favored team that included juniors Tim Riordan 
and Kevin Hoss among others, sophomores Paul Bancroft 
and Brady Bobbitt, and freshman John Young. Coach Billish 
noted, “We have a good level of depth and have remained 
healthy in the adjustment phase to higher mileage. “

Marmion finished as SCC Champs and advanced four run-
ners from the State Regional to the Sectional: seniors Eric 
Anderson and Liam O’Dea, and  juniors Kevin Grahovec 
and Eric Lifka. The following runners earned All-Confer-
ence honors: Anderson, senior Nick Delaney, Graft, Lifka, 
O’Dea and junior Ethan Young.

The Varsity Soccer Team, under the leadership of new 
Head Coach Ricky Del Toro ’02, started the varsity season 
2-1 by beating Willowbrook and Sycamore at home and 
losing to West Chicago away. This year’s squad was a very 
young team and they struggled in the difficult Barrington 
Tournament, losing to Rockford Boylan, New Trier, Whea-
ton Warrenville South, and Lake Zurich. They treated the 
tournament as a way to really measure the kind of team 
they were, and they proved to be a very good one.  

Marmion’s season record ended up at 14-7-3, with one of the 
highlights being a 3-3 tie against a very tough St. Charles 
East squad. In conference, the Cadets beat Montini Catholic 
3-0, Aurora Central Catholic 3-2, Marian Central Catholic 
7-1, Chicago Christian 4-0, and St. Edward 5-0 on their way 
to a 7-1 record and a second-place finish. Senior Matt Swit-
zer and junior Luke DeSimone were this year’s captains. 

The Cadets unfortunately lost their first game in the Class 
3-A Regional tournament to Wheaton Warrenville South 
1-0. DeSimone, senior Brian Hymel, sophomore Gavin San-
chez and Switzer all received All-Conference honors. De-
spite the disappointing defeat in the Regional, Marmion 
had a season to be proud of!

Coach Del Toro stated, “We want a dynamite program here 
where we are continuously producing quality college soc-
cer players. I absolutely love coaching the boys and I am 
grateful to be the head of this great program handed down 
to me from Coach Kevin O’Connor.”

Cadets Fall Season Wrap-Up
by: Carmen Freda

Andrew Grahovec, Max Kelly, Christian Surtz, 
and Lewis Trotsky lead the way at  the 

SCC Championship Meet on October 13.
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The 2012 Boys Varsity Golf Team had some big shoes to fill af-
ter the 2011 team’s second-place finish at the State Finals (2-A) last 
fall.  This year’s team, led by Co-Captains and returning state run-
ner-up golfers, seniors Liam Creamer and Brett Koskinen, stepped 
up their games and leadership skills to help keep the team com-
petitive and excel at the IHSA highest level (3-A).  

20 Cadets participated in the golf program this Fall. Both squads 
played well in the SCC conference with the frosh-soph winning 
the conference championship. The Varsity team’s top tournaments 
included a first-place finish at the Mill Creek (Geneva) Invitational 
with an impressive score of 288, a tied for first-place finish at the 
Oswego Scramble, a third place finish at the highly competitive 
Batavia Invite, and a second-place finish at the Aurora City Cham-
pionship.  

Coach Doug Roberts exclaimed, “This is the strongest and deepest 
Varsity team that I have had in my three years at Marmion. Aside 
from the two senior team captains, major contributors included ju-
niors Ricky Angsten, JR Fredstrom, Joe Fritz, Max Kanute and Alex 
Troop, along with two freshmen, Jackson Clark and Luke Hoss.”

The Cadets unfortunately came up with one stroke too many as 
they were edged by Marian Central in the SCC Conference Cham-
pionship two-day tournament 644-645. Creamer, Hoss and Koski-
nen all shot 77 and advanced out of the Naperville Central Region-
al tournament, with Creamer then advancing to the State Finals. 
Clark, Creamer, Fritz and Hoss all received All-Conference honors.

The Cadets football program, after making the State Playoffs 
for the past three consecutive years, faced the most difficult starting 
schedule in recent years with Jacobs, Fenwick (both playoff teams 
last year), St. Edward (a 49-7 victory), Marian Central (ranked 1st 
in the State), followed by Montini Catholic (3 straight State cham-
pionships), Aurora Christian (defending State champions), as well 
as St. Francis (a 14-6 victory over a playoff team last year)! This left 
the Cadets with a 2-5 record with two games remaining. They then 
proceeded to crush ACC 41-7 and Walther Lutheran 49-6 to fin-
ish the season 4-5 overall and 4-3 in conference. Marmion did not 
qualify for the State Playoffs.

Coach Thorpe explained, “I am proud of our boys because they 
didn’t turn the ball over or get penalties, and with the leadership 
of our Senior players they went toe-to-toe with each opponent. We 
gave every opponent a tough game.”

Senior leaders included defensive end Charlie Clohecy, quarter 
back Charlie Faunce, defensive tackle Michael Hughes, running 
back and defensive back Jake Ruddy, center Peter Shares, and 
guard Matt Smith. There is no doubt that the challenges of the 2012 
season will leave a solid foundation for next year for the Marmion 
squad.  Coach Thorpe noted that, “This was a very physical group 
that had a never-say-die attitude and this bodes well for next year.”

Photos from the Fall Sports Season are available at
marmionacademy.smugmug.com and cadetsports.com.

Varsity Soccer Co-Captain,
Matt Switzer was named
All-Conference.

Senior Liam Creamer
advanced to state competition.

Running back, Jordan Glasgow,
runs to victory over ACC.
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Whether near or far, there are many ways for the Marmion 
family to stay in touch with the Academy.

Marmion’s website (www.marmion.org): The rede-
signed website launched in August of 2011 has become the 
digital hub of Marmion. Marmion.org has resources not 
only for present parents, but for future parents and stu-
dents, for our Alumni as well as the general public. 
• The online Alumni Directory is a great place for 

Marmion graduates to stay in touch with one another. 
Additionally the Alumni Office is able to send out email 
blasts to all Alumni in the Directory with information 
on the Academy and Alumni events.

• The integrated Event Registration allows parents, 
alumni and members of the community to register on-
line for the many different events occurring throughout 
the year including the Steak Fry-Lobster Boil, Marmion-
Rosary Band Pancake Breakfast and Men’s Night.

• Featured items from our Hammes Bookstore are avail-
able for purchase online at marmion.org/Hammes.

Facebook  (Marmion-Academy): Facebook is a wonder-
ful tool to stay in touch with daily happenings at Marmion 
Academy. Articles, pictures, notices and any pertinent 
Marmion information on present students and alums is 
posted almost daily on our Facebook page.  Be sure to “like” 
the OFFICIAL Marmion Academy Facebook page.

Twitter (@marmionacademy):  Follow Marmion Acad-
emy  on twitter to stay up to date on all sporting events. We 
have combined forces with the Broadcasting Club who send 
out regular tweets on different sporting events throughout 
the year.  

High School Cube (highschoolcube.com):  The Broad-
casting Club has done a great job of calling play-by-play 
action at Marmion football and basketball games as they 
stream live to our Cadet fans across the globe. By logging 
into highschoolcube.com and entering Marmion you will 
be able not only to see this week’s game but hear it called by 
Marmion students.  Check it out!

Ways to Stay in Touch
by: Maria Thornton

12



Board of Trustees Welcomes... 
McKnight Elected as New Board of Trustees Chairperson 
Gregory McKnight ‘71 was elected as the new Board Chairperson at the June 
meeting to serve a two-year term. Greg has served as a Marmion trustee since 
1998 and was chairperson of the Board’s Finance Committee. He also serves as 
chairperson of the Board’s Executive Committee. He is a senior partner with the 
accounting and finance firm of Sikich, LLP of Naperville. He and his wife Grace 
live in Sugar Grove. Their son Matthew is a 2001 graduate and is studying to be 
an oral surgeon. 

New Marmion Trustees Named
Two new trustees were elected at the June 2012 meeting of the Board to serve three-year terms on the 
Marmion Board of Trustees. They were officially seated at the Board meeting on October 18, 2012.

John S. Heneghan is president of Servant Financial, Aurora, an investment and wealth management 
consulting firm.  He and his wife Patricia live in Aurora. Their son Jack graduated from the Academy in 
2010 and is a student at the University of Illinois, Champaign-Urbana.  John serves on the Board’s Finan-
cial Committee and the Investment Subcommittee.

Gregory J. Kliebhan ‘69 is the retired Senior Vice-President of Marquette University, Milwaukee, where 
he served for over 35 years as budget director, vice president for administration, treasurer and senior 
vice president. He and his wife Linda live in Mequon WI and have two daughters. Greg serves on the 
Board’s Finance Committee. 

New Alumni Association President Joins Board of Trustees
Pat Kackert ‘87 was elected President of the Alumni Association on May 14 after serving on the Alumni 
Board for 14 years. Pat is owner of Restoration Techs in Batavia. He and his wife Antonietta (Toni), and 
their 4 children live in Batavia.

McKnight

Heneghan

Kliebhan

Kackert

Help Marmion While Helping the Environment

The Choice is Easy:

www.Viridian.com/Marmion

Viridian is a third party energy supplier that delivers high quality and affordable greener en-
ergy that is produced from renewable and clean sources to your home through your current 
utility company. Your utility company continues to deliver your energy, service your home and 
provide you with one bill. For every customer that switches, Viridian will make a monthly  
donation to Marmion.  

a  No enrollment fees
a  Competitive rates
a  20% renewable energy
a  Same reliable energy, same billing method
a  Flexible product offers
a  Viridian gives back to Marmion Academy for every customer 
      that signs up

Help Marmion by finding out more at:
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Building LEADership in 
the Classroom and 
Beyond
Marmion LEAD Direc-
tor, Vince Bellafiore, 
was recently featured 
as part of The Student 
Leadership Challenge, a 
comprehensive resource 
for student leadership 
development programs 
based on The Five 
Practices of Exemplary 
Leadership® (Model the 
Way, Enable Others to 
Act, Challenge the Pro-
cess, Inspire a Shared 
Vision, and Encourage the heart). In his article, The Five 
Practices in Action: Building Leadership in the Classroom and 
Beyond, Bellafiore elaborates on how Marmion has created 
a core base of leadership education with The Five Practices 
of Exemplary Student Leadership®. 

“The philosophy of the LEAD program is ‘Teens lead with 
adult direction’: give them ownership and let them work. 
The way it works at Marmion is very much a give-and-take 
collaboration between teacher and student—an element 
of the program that embodies the philosophy of The Five 
Practices. The focus for all of our students is a continually 
developing journey of leadership in action. Students have 
consistently played an important role in shaping the pro-
gram to ensure that it works for them—during their high 
school years and beyond.” 

To read Vince Bellafiore’s article in its entirety please go to 
www.marmion.org/leadership

and click on “Article” to the left.

Hammes Bookstore Item Spotlight
t Basketball Shorts
(9” inseam) 
Available in S - XXL
$29.61 (plus S/H)

Marmion Cadets 
Contrast Hoodie u

Available in S - XL
$33.50 (plus S/H)

Place Your Order
Mail:
      Hammes Bookstore
      1000 Butterfield Road
      Aurora, IL 60502

Phone:
      630-897-6936, Ext. 253

Online:
      marmion.org/hammes

Fr. Paul Counsels Troops
Fr. Paul Weberg OSB, an Army chaplain, was sent to Bo-
tswana, Africa this past summer in support of Southern Ac-
cord 2012. His mission was to aid and counsel U.S. troops 
and members of the Botswana Defense Force who were 
conducting humanitarian assistance, peace keeping opera-
tions, aeromedical operations, and enhancing military tacti-
cal procedures. Of his role as an Army chaplain, Fr. Paul 
says, “The chaplain is someone the service members can 
come to for anything. It is always a privilege to provide re-
ligious support for soldiers, especially while they are away 
from home and their loved ones.” 

In the photo above, Fr. Paul  joins N.J. National Guard sol-
diers from the 1st Battalion, 114th Infantry Regiment, dur-
ing air medical evacuation training at Thebephatshwa Air 
Base in Botswana on August 3. He sat and talked with sol-
diers about various topics ranging from their training to 
families back home.

In addition to being an Army chaplain, Fr. Paul is the prin-
cipal cantor and musician at the Abbey and assists Abbot 
John as socius, directing and teaching the novices of the Ab-
bey.  He is also an instructor for senior Theology classes at 
the Academy. 
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Alumni Events
by: Dan Howell, Alumni Director

Cadet Classic Golf Outing Has Strong Participation 
The 29th annual Cadet Classic was at Bliss Creek Golf Club 
in Sugar Grove on Friday, July 20. This year’s participation 
increased by 24% with 135 golfers (pictured above). Under 
the chairmanship of Dave Stumm ‘91 and Vice Chairman 
Brian Giffin ’88 it was a great event.

Due to the increased interest in the Cadet Classic, over 
$13,000 was raised toward Academic Scholarships and 
Financial Assistance. This is due to the continued strong 
sponsorships and player participation. Thank you alumni 
board volunteers, sponsors and players for making this a 
very successful and strong event. 

Cadet Kick-Off Starts Out Homecoming Festivities
The big fall social for parents, alumni, and friends took 
place on Saturday, September 22 in Alumni Hall featuring 
the premier 80’s band Hi-Infidelity. Chairman Kevin Pitz 
’89 and Vice chairman Austin Dempsey ’97 worked hard 
in putting on the event and securing sponsorships. Over 
300 people came to support this year’s event. A very large 
thank you to the Dads’ Club and Mothers’ Club for their 
participation and support. We would like to thank the Flan-
nigan Rifle Team for helping set up and put away the tables, 
chairs and other items.  The net proceeds will be put toward 
the Academic Scholarship and Financial Assistance grant of 
$76,000 that the Marmion Alumni Association will provide 
to Marmion Academy.

Fr. Kenneth & Abbot John were two of the 135 golfers at the 
2012 Cadet Classic.

Pat Kackert ‘87 
and his wife, 
Toni, manned 
the margarita 
station at the 
Cadet Kick-Off.

NOvEMBER
 24 Marmion Family Christmas Craft Show
 25 Marmion Family Christmas Craft Show
DECEMBER
 1 Scholarship Qualifying Exam 
  Parents’ Club Christmas Party
JANuARy
 14 Board of Directors Meeting
FEBRuARy
 3 S.W. Florida Regional Reunion
 4 Board of Directors Meeting
 9 Athletic Hall of Fame Ceremony
 24 Arizona Regional Reunion
MARCH
 3 Southern California Regional Reunion
 9 Day of Recollection
APRIL
 1 Men’s Night NCAA
 8 Board of Directors Meeting
 27 Salute to youth Dinner Dance
MAy
 13 Board of Directors Meeting
JuNE
 7  Steak Fry/Lobster Boil & Big Ticket Raffle
  Pre-Reunion Party (see pg. 21)
 8 Reunions: 3’s & 8’s (see pg. 21)
JuLy
 19 Cadet Classic Golf Outing

Upcoming Alumni Events
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1949
After spending 34 years in the 
U.S. Army, Daniel Kott (pic-
tured right) retired as a colo-
nel and a physician in 1986. 
He retired to Killeen TX with 
his wife of 52 years, Nadine. 
Daniel is currently the direc-
tor of the Multi-Educational 
Cross Cultural Association, 
a non-profit organization 
that teaches international music and dance to children and 
adults using video conference techniques (www.mecatx.
ning.com).

1953
Reverend Msgr. Robert Hoffman celebrated his 50th anni-
versary of ordination to the priesthood on July 1 at St. John 
Neumann Church in St. Charles.

1955
Morrie and Ann Doyle of Na-
ples FL (pictured left) celebrated 
their 50th wedding anniversary 
in April with a surprise party, a 
Mass where they renewed their 
wedding vows and a champaign 
Sunday brunch ... Phil and Jan-
ice Rippinger celebrated their 

50th wedding anniversary on February 17. Phil is retired 
from the North Aurora Police Department and Janice from 
Mercy Center Hospital. They have 5 children, twenty-three 
grandchildren, and eleven great-grandchildren.

1956
J. Reed and ute O’Malley celebrated their 50th wedding 
anniversary on May 19. Reed and Ute are members of the 
Abbot Marmion Society and Reed is a Marmion Trustee.

1957
Rich Gausselin of Evan-
ston has written a chil-
dren’s Christmas book 
entitled “How the Grand-
mas and Grandpas Saved 
Christmas”. The 24-page 
illustrated book can be pur-
chased from the publish-
er,  Author-House (www.
bookstore.authorhouse.
com), Barnes and Noble 

or Amazon.com. Rich writes from the perspective of a fa-
ther of six and grandfather of twelve ... Wayne and Betty  
Artlip celebrated their 50th wedding anniversary on July 7 
... Dick and Arlene Hawks (pictured below) were the hon-
orary “Coin Tossers” at the Homecoming football game on 
September 28. Arlene was Director of Drama at Marmion 
in the 1990s. Their son victor ’93 is a Broadway actor and 
now a Hollywood movie writer and producer (see pg. 18). 
Dick and Arlene are civic leaders in Aurora, especially 

Marmion Alumni Honorary Chairs 
Art Decio ’48 and Dorene and Jerry Hammes ’49 were 
Honorary Chairs for the Annual Dinner of the Center 
for History of South Bend IN on September 26. 

The University of Notre Dame was honored at this  
Annual Dinner for its 170 years of vision, leadership 
and engagement. The three living presidents of the Uni-
versity, Fathers Hesburgh, Molloy and Jenkins, were  
honored. A capacity crowd of 580 attended the event 
and more than $500,000 dollars was raised for the Center  
for History.
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promoting the performing arts and chairing benefits for 
many community charitable causes. Dick is the chairman of 
the Paramount Theatre Foundation. Arlene is the Park Dis-
trict’s drama director for its summer productions. East High 
School’s auditorium is named the Arlene Hawks Theatre in 
honor of her 30+ years of teaching and directing at East Aurora 
... Tom and Marcia Woodka 
(pictured right) of Williams-
burg VA celebrated their 
50th wedding anniversary 
on June 9 at St. Olaf Catholic 
Church in Norge VA. They 
retired to Williamsburg after 
Tom’s successful careers as a  
Naval Pilot and a Director 
of Naval Marketing with 
Northop Grumman Corpo-
ration. Tom currently works 
part-time as a Starter/Ranger at the Golden Horseshoe Golf 
Club in Williamsburg.

1958
Life Trustee Bob and Louise Bender of Chicago will cel-
ebrate their 50th wedding anniversary on November 22.

1959
Al and Bev voirin of Fountain Hills AZ celebrated their 50th 
wedding anniversary with a family cruise to Alaska.  “Broth-
er” Al is an Abbey Affiliate member and a Life Trustee of the 
Academy ... Jim and Eddie O’Malley of Aurora celebrated 
their 50th wedding anniversary on November 3 with a Mass 
of Thanksgiving celebrated by Jim’s classmates Fr. Charles 
Reichenbacher OSB and Fr. Kenneth Theisen OSB. Jim 
and Eddie’s sons are alumni: Brian ’82 and Terry ’90 ...  
Bob and Mary Ann Doran celebrated their 50th wedding 
anniversary on June 30 with a Mass at St. Rita of Cascia 
Church.

1960
Dr. Dave and Judy Gilsinn both retired as  mathematicians 
at the National Institute of Standards, Gaithersburg MD.

1965
Howie Edwards pres-
ents Fr. Charles Reichen-
bacher OSB ’59 (pictured 
left) with a beautiful cru-
cifix that will be hung in 
the corridor of the Regole 
Field House. Howie fash-
ioned the cross that holds 
the beautiful corpus (body 
of Christ) which was 
hand-carved by the cousin 
of our Fr. Cristobal Coche 
Quic OSB of the Guatema-
la Priory.

1974
Brad Childress was hired by the Cleveland Browns in 
March 2012 as their new Offensive Coordinator.  Brad is the 
former head coach of the Minnesota Vikings.

1977
Dan O’Shea (pictured right) will 
have his first two novels pub-
lished by Exhibit A, the crime 
fiction imprint of a UK-based 
publisher. Both Unto Caesar (sum-
mer/fall 2013) and The Gravity of  
Mammon (spring 2014) are thrillers 
set in Chicago. 

1980
COL John Fenzel uSA retired from the Army after 30 years 
of active duty. He will take a new position as Executive 
Vice-President for Business Development with NewDay 
USA, a mortgage finance company helping veterans and 
senior citizens.  He and his wife/family will remain in the 
Washington D.C. area.

1981
Dean Christy performed an admirable act on July 10 after 
learning about an official search for a missing boy who was 
swimming in Lake Michigan near the Indiana Dunes Na-
tional Lakeshore.  Dean, an auxiliary member of the U.S. 
Coast Guard, took it upon himself to search the area of 
shore near his home with the hopes of being able to provide 
some closure and comfort for the family. He found the body 
of 15 year old Corey McFry about 350 yards from the site 
where he disappeared. After saying a silent prayer for Cory 
and his family, Dean notified the authorities. 

1982
Gregory Kontos is a Senior Technology Consultant with 
EMC Corp. He resides in Aurora with his wife, Anna-Marie 
and their two children, Gregory Paul and Marianna.

“Unsung Heroes” Named 
Community Champions by 
the Compassion Foundation
Ralph Gebes ‘60 and Bill Johnson ’64 received Commu-
nity Champion Awards by the Compassion Foundation in 
April 2012. These awards are given to people in the Kane, 
Kendall and DuPage county areas who show courage, 
dedication, and conviction through their service to others. 
Ralph, nominated by Matt Ronzone, is the founder and 
chairperson of Batavia Cares, which provides care pack-
ages and support to U.S. troops overseas. Bill, nominated 
by Marmion Academy, is the director of Campus Ministry 
and is a volunteer and motivator to teens, college students, 
and families in many organization.
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1985
Lieutenant Colonel Anthony voirin, uSAF announced his 
retirement from the United State Air Force on June 15.

1988
Dan Moore of Buffalo Grove was ordained a Permanent 
Deacon for the Archdiocese of Chicago in May 2012.

1989
Andy and Lisa Fuller, along with their 4 children (Josef, 
Elizabeth, Robert, James) welcomed Sarah Catherine Maria 
on July 15 ... Joseph and Jaclyn (Dahl) Cantore were mar-
ried on June 2 at Visitation Catholic Church in Elmhurst ... 
Matt O’Brien (pictured below), the President of the Sugar 
Land (TX) Skeeters, was re-
cently highlighted on major 
nationwide news networks 
when the Sugar Land Skee-
ters added Roger Clemens to 
a roster already featuring Ja-
son Lane, Tim Redding, and 
Scott Kazmir. The Skeeters 
minor league baseball team 
has an average attendance of 
110% of 6,000 seat capacity.

1992
Warren Dixon III and his wife, Nicole, of Naperille wel-
comed a baby son, Logan Noel, on August 10. Logan joins 
sister Nicole and brother Justin ... Brent and Laura Dempsey 
of Elburn welcomed their first child, daughter Harper Grace, 
born on August 24 ... Mike Edwards of Springfield VA was 
promoted to LT Commander, US Coast Guard.

1993
MAJ Tom and Hilary Edwards uSA of Athens GA wel-
comed their first child, Nathan Daniel, in August ... Adam 
and Catherine Weiler celebrated the birth of their daugh-
ter Jane Marie on June 21. Jane joins her big brother Henry 
  

... victor Hawks (pictured above with his mom, Arlene), 
Broadway star and film actor, wrote, co-produced and 
starred in the movie “Construction” which screened at 
the Paramount Theatre on Oct. 4. His movie screened in 
Los Angeles and New York. “Construction” is a character 
study of three very different “blue collar” men and their 
approaches to life.

1994
Dr. Francis and Mariana van Wisse of San Antonio TX 
welcomed their third child, Juliana, in 2012.  Francis is an 
anesthesiologist. 

1996
Dr. Jim Edwards is a professor of chemistry and research at 
St. Louis University ... Frank Di Brizzi is general manager 
of the Francesca’s Fiore Restaurant in Forest Park. He is also 
a “cuisine reviewer” for Fra Noi magazine.

1998
Anthony and Liesl (Schae-
fer) Digate (pictured right) 
were married July 21 at Saint 
Benedict Catholic Church in  
Fontana WI. Anthony is a 
Senior Account Executive at 
Salesforce.com and Liesl is 
an Operations Manager at  
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Morton Salt, both in Chicago ... Chris and Michelle (Scheid) 
Meyer were married on September 29 at Our Lady of Joy 
Catholic Church, Carefree AZ, with Fr. Michael Burrows 
OSB ’70 as celebrant. Classmate Steve Hulce was a co-best 
man ... Mark and Shannon Twardzik of Elgin welcomed 
their first child, a son named Riley on February 4. Mark is 
a C.P.A. 

1999
Adam and Beth (Ste-
fanowski) Patricoski of 
Chicago (pictured right) 
were married on Septem-
ber 3, 2011. Beth works 
as an Assistant Manager/
Physical Therapist at Illi-
nois Bone and Joint Institute 
in Glenview. Adam works 
as an Academic Advisor at Loyola University-Chicago 
... Mike and Lindsay (Misun) Wulff were married in 
July 2012 ... John and Leigh Ann Houston of Hamp-
ton VA welcomed twin daughters Isabelle Claire and  
Olivia Faith (pictured below, left) on July 24. They join big 
sister Emma ... AJ and Carolyn Tovell welcomed daughter, 
Sheridan Rose (pictured below, right) on April 12.

2002
Nick and Kristin (Metkus) Charipar were married in 
October. They live in Waldorf MD. Nick is employed at the 
Naval Research Laboratory in Washington, D.C. and is cur-
rently working towards his PhD.

2003
Jason and Joni (Hamilton) 
Kazmierczak (pictured  
left) were married on 
April 14 at St. Clem-
ent Catholic Church in 
Chicago. Celebrant was 
Fr. Joel Rippinger OSB.  
Jeremy Kazmierczak 
‘04 was the Best Man 
and Michael Binder ‘03 
was one of the readers 
for the Mass ... Doug-

las and Jenna (Dempsey) Mayo  were married on May 
12 at Our Lady of the Pillars Church in St. Louis MO ...  
Charlie Horonzy was commissioned as a mem-
ber of the NET Ministry Retreat Team. He serves 
on Team 2. Find out more at netusa.org ... Joe Mi-
tacek has been selected as a Fellow in the Yale  

National Initiative to 
strengthen teaching in  
public schools.

2004
Aaron and Caroline (Muel-
ler) Bohler (pictured right) 
of Madison WI were married 
September 29 at St. Bernard 
Church in Madison. Aaron  
is the son of Steve ’71 and 
Laura Bohler and brother of Eric ’05 and Tyler Hlavac ’10 ... 
Dan and Christine (Haunert) Dalton were married on June 
9 at the Basilica of the Sacred Heart, University of Notre 
Dame. The celebrant was Fr. Nathanael Roberts OSB and 
co-celebrating the wedding mass was Fr. Charles Reichen-
bacher OSB ’59. Dan’s best man was Bill Angsten ‘04 and 
Matt Meszaros ‘04 was a groomsman. Dan and Christine 
are both accountants and make their home in Chicago ... 
Timothy M. Loftus graduated from the Feinberg School 
of Medicine at Northwestern University on May 24. He is 
currently doing a 4-year residency program in Emergency 
Medicine at University Hospital in Cincinnati OH ... Luke 
Herlehy of Mesa AZ passed the Arizona bar exam and is 
practicing family law in Phoenix. Luke attended college on 
swim scholarships, swimming first for Ohio University and 
then for Arizona State University ... Nicholas and Steph-
anie (Dowerah) Dolan were married on September 7 at  
St. Patrick Parish in St. Charles. Marmion groomsmen  
were Anthony Dolan ’00, Tom DeSimone ’04, and Brad 
Hutter ’04.

February 3, 2013

 S.W. Florida Reunion Mass & Brunch
 Ave Maria University, Naples FL
 Chairman, Rev. Robert Garrity ‘76

February 24, 2013

 Arizona Reunion Mass & Brunch
 Place T.B.A., Phoenix AZ
 Chairman, Paul Reichenbacher ‘58

March 3, 2013

 Southern California Reunion Mass & Brunch
 Big Canyon Country Club, Newport Beach CA
 Chairman, Jim LaPointe ‘59

For additional information about the Regional Reunions,
please contact Fr. Charles Reichenbacher OSB ‘59 

by phone: 630-897-6936 Ext. 217
or email: creichenbacher@marmion.org

Marmion Regional Reunions
Sponsored by the Marmion Alumni Association 
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2005
Michael and Kathy (McCar-
thy) Nothnagel (pictured 
right) were married on May 
26 at St. Patrick Parish in St. 
Charles. Fr. Paul Weberg 
OSB was celebrant. Best 
Man was Tim Keefe ’05 and 
Marmion groomsmen were 
Ben Ingraham ’05 and Bry-
an Pansing ’05. The couple 
lives in Milwaukee WI ... 
Bryan Pansing graduated in 
May 2009 from the Univer-
sity of Notre Dame with a double major in Political Science 
and Economics. Following this, he served for a year with 
the Jesuit Volunteer Corps in Seattle WA, working as a case 
manager with Elderhealth Northwest. He is in his second 
year of the 3G Masters Program at the Taubman College of 
Architecture and Urban Planning at the University of Mich-
igan ... Grant and Ioanna (Dioulis) Lo Destro were married 
on July 21 at St. George Greek Orthodox Church in Chicago 
and honeymooned in Europe. They now live in Chicago. 
Marmion groomsmen included Brent Lo Destro ’02, Jake 
Hollarbush ’05, and Tim Desimone ’05.

2006
Alex Kline-Wedeen runs the Sales & Marketing Depart-
ment of Rich Harvest Farms in Sugar Grove. Alex placed 
third in the Aurora City Golf Championship this past July 
(pictured on pg. 21). The tournament was at Phillips Park 
Golf Course where classmate Jon Price is a Golf Operations 
Supervisor ... Kevin and Taylor (Kofron) Meszaros were mar-
ried on August 17 at Annunciation BVM Church. Best man 
was Joseph Mitchell ’06 and Marmion groomsmen were  
Matthew Meszaros ’04, Michael Meszaros ’08, and Stuart 
Kofron ’13.

2007
Cory Pansing graduated on the Dean’s List from Furman 
University, Greensville SC with a Bachelors in Economics 
& Political Science and is now attending the University of 
Edinburgh, Scotland as the only American accepted into the 
accelerated program for Masters of Science in Management.

2008
Nicholas Daly (pictured left) 
graduated from University of 
Illinois Champaign-Urbana on 
May 15 with a Bachelor of 
Arts in Liberal Arts and Sci-
ences. He was commissioned 
as an Ensign in the United 
States Navy. Shortly before 
commissioning, Nicholas re- 
ceived his orders to re-
port to the Naval Air Sta-
tion, Pensacola FL to 

start flight school training to become a Naval pilot 
... Ryan Lutz (pic-
tured right with 
President Obama) 
graduated from the 
United States Air Force 
Academy on May 23 
with a Bachelor De-
gree in Military His-
tory and is now a Sec-
ond Lieutenant in the 
U.S. Air Force. He will 
be stationed at Laugh-
lin AFB in Del Rio TX 
where he will begin 
pilot training. While 
at the Academy, he was a walk-on to the football team his 
freshman year, held several key leadership positions in his 
Squadron during his junior and senior years, and received 
the top athletic training award for his group in May 2012 

... Mike Shares, Zack McNally, and Brian Wulff (pictured 
above) celebrate finishing 6 weeks of “Beast Barracks,” the 
multi-week period in which new West Point cadets are 
put through a boot camp to get them used to military life 
...  Mike Rios (pictured right) grad-
uated from Creighton University 
on May 12 and is currently serv-
ing a year of post-graduate volun-
teering in Ecuador with the foun-
dation “Rostro de Cristo.” He is 
living in Mount Sinai, an invasion 
community outside of Guayaquil, 
for one year while working at a  
Jesuit Foundation, Hogar de 
Cristo, in the community or-
ganizing office. Amongst his 
work at Hogar he is involved in 
music ministry with the youth 
group at a Catholic parish, 
teaches Catechism, and spends 
days in a ministry of presence with the families in  
his neighborhood. You can follow his year abroad with 
his blog: ajourneytowardintentionality.blogspot.com 
...  2nd Lt. Michael and Tricia (Slevin) Halles were married 
on June 23 at St. Joseph Parish in La Porte IN. Celebrant was 
Fr. Paul Weberg OSB. Marmion groomsmen were Zachary 
Nickels ’08, Frank Monzo ‘08, and Alex Picini ’08.
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2009
Central College (Pella IA) senior forward Ralph Palmeri 
knocked home the game-winning goal on a corner kick as 
the Central College men’s soccer team opened Iowa Con-
ference play with a 1-0 decision over Luther College on 

September 22 ...  
Bryce Emory (pic-
tured left with 
Alex Kline-We-
deen ‘06) took first 
place in the Aurora 
City Golf Champi-
onship at Phillips 
Park this past July.

(photo courtesy of 
Mary Beth Nolan ~ for 
Sun-Times Media)

2011
Kyle “KC” vogt (pictured 
right) will serve as chair of the  
Illinois Community College 
Board’s Student Advisory 
Committee (ICCB-SAC) while 
also completing a prestigious 
Student Leadership Institute 
externship. KC, one of three 
students vying for the chair 
position, was elected chair of 
the ICCB-SAC in September 2012. “I just thought that with 
the leadership training I had at Marmion and all the lead-
ership roles I’ve held, I would be able to motivate every-
one to move in the right direction to achieve the commit-
tee’s purpose,” he said. KC was also elected on July 18 to 
serve as Waubonsee Community College’s student trustee 
for the 2012-2013 academic year. The student trustee serves 
as the liaison between the Waubonsee Board of Trustees 

and the college’s students ...  
TJ Lally (pictured right, #33), 
linebacker for South Dakota 
State University, received 2 
consecutive weekly Missouri 
Valley Football Conference 
honors in September.  TJ was 
named as both the MVFC 
Defensive Player of the Week 
and Newcomer of the Week 
for his performance in the 
Jackrabbits’ league-opening 
win over 22nd-ranked Indi-
ana State on September 22. 

2012
Matt Fazio advanced to the mens semifinal round of the 
IJGA Chick Evans Junior Amateur Championship this past 
summer.

The Reunion Weekend will begin with reserved seating at the Steak Fry/Lobster Boil 
on Friday night. Saturday will include a campus tour, Mass, and dinner/dance. Please 
watch for the “Save the Date” cards and invitations.

If you would like to serve on your reunion steering committee for your class
ending in 3 or 8 please contact Dan Howell, Director of Alumni Relations/Special
Events by email dhowell@marmion.org or call directly at (630) 966-7665.

Reunion Plans Announced
2013 Reunion Weekend: June 7 - 8

Classes of 1963, 1968, 1973, 1978, 1983, 1988, 1993,
1998, 2003, 2008 and Gold Club Members

CLASS NOTES:
Send your family, career, and  

address updates to 
trios@marmion.org 

or online at marmion.org/update.

Class Notes appear in the 
November and April issues 
of the Marmion Magazine.

Alumni Class Notes - 21

NEW!
The reunion weekend will

take place the same weekend as the

Steak Fry/Lobster Boil

with reserve seating

for members of the

reunion classes
being celebrated.



+George Kish ’37 of Ridgeland MS died on June 6. 
George was a carrier pilot in WWII on USS Bunker Hill.

+Dean E. Cain ’44 of Aurora died on July 8.

+Richard “Dick” Ewen ’46 of Aurora died on October 9.

+William Denell ’48 of Mesa AZ, father of Edward ’78 
and Andrew ’79; brother of +Robert ’48 (twin); and former 
President of Alumni Association, Day Chapter, died on 
August 5.

+Thomas Fitzsimons ‘53 of Grosse Pointe Shores MI died 
on April 1.

+Howard Hinterlong ’55 of Montgomery died on
August 2.

+Patrick R. Kelly ’56 of Florissant MO, brother-in-law of 
Wayne Dempster ’48, died on September 24.

+Paul Heisten ’59 of St. Charles, brother of +Donald 
Heisten ’61, died on October 6.

+Jerome Kazak ’62 of Alexandria LA died on July 25.

+ Mary Ann Dowling, wife of James ’52, died on April 14.

+ John H. Kuhn of Cincinnati OH, father of Eric ’77, died 
on June 13. 

+Barbara Adkins, mother of Chuck ’70 and Bill ’72, died 
on July 3.

+Florence Weis, wife of Art ’37, died on July 4. 

+Lillian Weiler, wife of +Bernard, Sr. ’42; mother of War-
ren ’68, Bernie, Jr. ’71 and Julie Garofalo (Asst. Headmas-
ter); and grandmother of 11 Marmion graduates, died on 
July 21.

+Phil Parr, friend of Fr. Bede and Fr. Andrew, and donor 
to Abbey and Priory, died on July 21.

+Rita Lange Thomas of St. Charles, mother of Peter 
Lange ’83 and Nancy Sidman (wife of Life Trustee Jerry 
Sidman), and grandmother of Matthew ’89 and Christo-
pher Sidman ’93, died on August 7.

+John Probst, father of Rick ’71, died on August 7.

+Paul McGray, father of James ’61 and John ’65, died on 
August 16. 

+Gema Irina Cornea of Rockford, mother of Rev. Sergiu 
Cornea (head chef at Marmion Abbey and a Romanian 
Catholic priest) and grandmother of Nordine Farez ’97, 
died on August 17.

+Gary Heydorn, grandfather of Thomas ’15, died on 
August 18.

+Mary Ann Hess, wife of Dale ’47 and grandmother of 
Ross Moshinsky ‘14, died on August 21.

+ Barbara Hamsmith, mother of Matthew ’95, died on 
August 31.

+Roger Morris, father of Bill ’63, Pat ’67 and +Tim ’70, 
died on September 3.

+Judy Wagner Gaffney of St. Charles, wife of +Robert 
Wagner ’44; mother of Jack ’66, Mike ’68, +Paul ’70, Jim 
’78 and Dan ’80 Wagner, and AMS Life Member, died on 
September 6.

+Joel Broadway of Golconda IL, husband of Mary Lou 
(former manager of Marmion Uniform Store in 1980s), 
died on September 15.

+ Barbara Griffin of Aurora, wife of William ’52, died on 
September 17.

+Theresa Wojtas, grandmother of Matthew ’04 and An-
drew ’10, died on September 19.

+ Janice McGary of Aurora, wife of Roy ’47, died on 
September 19.

+ Vivian Guddendorf of Rockford, sister of Daniel ’49, 
died on September 25.

+Rowland Morken of Winfield, father of Steve ’74, died 
on September 25.

+Carol Martin, mother-in-law of Alumni Board member 
Rich (Karen) Theis ’62, died on September 27.

+Margaret A. Giangrego of St. Charles, mother of Frank 
(Marmion Theology teacher), and great-grandmother of 
Zachary ’10, died on September 27.

+John Hoffman of Aurora, father of Terence, Sr. ’70 and 
grandfather of Terence, Jr. ’93 and Ryan ’09, died on Sep-
tember 28.

+Dr. Walter Brenart of Oswego, father of Dr. Robert 
Brenart ’67 and eye doctor for a number of the Marmion 
monks, died on October 15.

+Susan Petit of Virgil, wife of Terry ‘72, died on October 
16. 

Alumni Taps

In Loving Memory of ...

22 - Prayers 

Schedule a Mass at Marmion Abbey for 
a friend or loved one. For more information, 

contact Fr. Kenneth Theisen OSB ‘59 
at 630~897~6936, ext. 327



FUND

Yes, I would like to make a difference!
Donations are also accepted online at:

www.marmion.org/donate

Name: _________________________________________ Class Yr: _________ 
Address: _______________________________________________________ 
City: ___________________________ State: ________ Zip: ________________ 
Email: _________________________________________________________ 

I/We would like to make a gift of:
q $1,000  q $500  q $250  q $100  q $50  q $25  q Other: $_________

Please direct my/our gift to:
q Area of Greatest Need    q Technology Fund q Fine Arts Fund
q Student Assistance Fund    q Campus Maintenance Fund

I/We would like to make a pledge of $___________
q 1st Installment of $__________ is enclosed. Please bill me for the balance: 
  q Semi-Annually   q Quarterly
Please make checks payable to: MARMION FUND

q Please charge my credit card $___________

Name on card: ____________________________________________________
q Visa     q MasterCard     q Discover

Card #: __________________________________________________________ 
Expiration Date: _________________________ 3-Digit Security Code: __________ 
Signature: ________________________________________________________ 

Please send me information on:        
q Employer’s Matching Gift Program    q Planned Giving    q Admissions

Please return this form to:
Marmion Academy, 1000 Butterfield Road, Aurora, IL 60502-9742

yOu ARE AN IMPORTANT PIECE!
Every gift to the MARMION FUND,
large and small, makes a difference.

your piece can help: 

P Fund upgrades for educational programs
P Improve use of technology in classrooms  
P Allow Marmion to attract and retain quality  
      faculty and staff
P Provide Financial Aid to families needing 
      assistance
P Fill the 17% gap between tuition and the 
      actual cost of educating each Cadet
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