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80 Years of Commitment to Catholic Education

Dear Friends,

I would like to take this opportunity to share with you a 
wonderful story about a young man named Edgar. Some 
five years ago I first met Edgar, about 11 or 12 years old 
at the time, in the parking lot of a popular restaurant in 
Guatemala. He was shining shoes to make a little money. He asked me if I wanted my shoes 
shined. I told him no, but asked him why he wasn’t in school, since it was a weekday during the 
school year. He told me that he needed to work to help support his family. I encouraged him to 
go to school and mentioned that perhaps he could become a student at our Guatemala mission 
seminary. Edgar would later become a student at our seminary. During my recent visit to our 
Guatemala mission just this past October, when the school year ended and graduation exercises 
were held, Edgar successfully completed his first three years of education with us and proudly 
received an academic award for music. He still has years of education ahead of him, but I believe 
that Edgar is well on his way to becoming someone who will positively serve his people, his 
church and his country. He is a candidate for our Guatemala mission Benedictine community 
(pictured on pg. 4).

Edgar’s story is perhaps more dramatic than most, but represents the story of what the monks 
of Marmion Abbey have worked hard for since 1933. Eighty years ago, on April 25, 1933, the 
monastic chapter of St. Meinrad Abbey convened and voted to undertake the administration of 
what was then known as the Fox Valley Catholic High School, Aurora, Illinois, established in 
1927 by the Augustinian Order. On July 1, 1933 the St. Meinrad community voted to name the 
school after Abbot Columba Marmion, a Benedictine abbot and popular spiritual writer from 
the Abbey of Maredsous, Belgium. The first group of pioneering, Benedictine monks from St. 
Meinrad Abbey opened the new school year on September 12, 1933. The name of the school in 
that year was Marmion, the Fox Valley Prep Catholic Boarding and Day School for Boys. In 1935, 
with the addition of a JROTC program, the name was changed to Marmion Military Academy. 
Beginning with the 1994 – 95 academic year, the JROTC program was made optional and the 
name of the school became Marmion Academy. On April 28, 1964, the Marmion Abbey chapter 
voted to establish Marmion’s Guatemala mission priory and seminary of San José.

During these past eighty years Marmion Abbey, Marmion Academy and Marmion’s Guatemala 
mission have had a rich history filled with God’s blessings. To be sure there have been challenges 
that have been met and overcome. New programs have been added to Marmion Academy, such 
as the Leadership, Education and Development Program (LEAD), as well as to the Guatemala 
mission seminary. Nonetheless, throughout all of the years the mission of the Marmion monks 
has been to pray and to live as a Benedictine monastic community and to provide the best 
Catholic secondary education possible to generations of young men. 

With the beginning of this our eighty-first year, the monks of Marmion Abbey, working closely 
with our lay administration, faculty and staff in our schools, continue with enthusiasm to take 
up the work of offering to young men our love for Christ, our passion for learning and the best 
possible Catholic education. Also, with Mr. Anthony Tinerella, ’84, as the new Head of School of 
Marmion Academy, I am confident that the Academy will continue to build on and to strengthen 
our Benedictine educational tradition. I ask for your prayers for God’s continued blessings on 
our Benedictine life here at Marmion Abbey, for an increase of worthy vocations, and for many 
blessings upon our students. 

Sincerely in Christ, 

Rt. Rev. John Brahill, O.S.B. ‘67, Abbot



Br. Benedict Professes Solemn Vows
by: Fr. Joel Rippinger OSB

The Best Kept Secret of Marmion Abbey
by: Fr. Joel Rippinger OSB

Brother Benedict Robert made his solemn profession as a monk of Marmion Abbey 
on September 14, 2013. Br. Benedict, 59 years of age, is a native of New Orleans, 
a graduate of Jesuit High School in that city, and a graduate of St. Joseph Seminary 
College in Covington LA. Br. Benedict later earned a M.A. in Pastoral Studies from St. 
Francis Seminary in Milwaukee with a concentration in Liturgical Music. He served 
as a Director of Liturgical Music at a number of parishes in Wisconsin, Illinois and 
Ohio. He entered St. Joseph’s Abbey in Covington LA in 2007. After several visits to 
Marmion, he expressed a desire to transfer his stability to Marmion Abbey. Br. Benedict 
came to Marmion on July 2, 2012. After a probationary year of living at Marmion, the 
Abbey Chapter approved his request for both the transfer of stability and his petition 
for solemn vows.

Br. Benedict is a man of many talents. He has served the Marmion community as tailor 
and barber. He taught a class on the Benedictine Rule for LEAD students at the Academy 
last year and will continue teaching this current academic year. He also served as Abbey 
organist and with the departure of Fr. Paul took over the position of Abbey Choirmaster. 
As of October 1, 2013, he was appointed Kitchen Master of the Abbey and Assistant to 
Fr. Marcos in the formation program.

One of the best kept secrets of Marmion Abbey may be its 
website (marmion.org). Many people visit the Academy’s 
website on a regular basis, but few know all the treasures 
included within the Abbey site. 

Homepage
Included on the Abbey’s 
homepage are slides high-
lighting new events/features 
as well as Sunday Mass 
times. For anyone wishing 
to have a more direct 
engagement with Marmion 

monks, they can view the Marmion Abbey vocational video 
to see the monks go through their daily activities and hear 
their comments on the meaning of monastic life.

About Us
Under the About Us section, there is a brief biography of 
Blessed Columba Marmion and the History of the abbey 
itself. Included within the History section is a growing 
timeline highlighting important events over the years. For 
the many people who worship at Abbey Church, there is 
a Liturgical Schedule and a detailed explanation of all the 
art work in the Church. This section also contains Abbot’s 
Corner, a regular column from Abbot John Brahill OSB. The 
Directory provides the names of all the monks of Marmion 
Abbey, along with a short description of their respective 
positions and duties, e-mail addresses and phone access. 
The Monk of the Month is a place to find out more about 
your favorite monk.

Monastic Life
Under the heading of Monastic 
Life, one can find the Benedictine 
Charism, an extended description 
of some of the major aspects 
of Benedictine spirituality as 
practiced at Marmion. There is 
also a section on Apostolates 
that goes into detail about the 
work of Marmion monks in 
such ministries as education, 

sacramental assistance in parishes, retreats, spiritual 
direction, hospitality and crafts. If you have a special Prayer 
Request, you can fill out the online form to send your prayer 
petition to the Abbey.

Abbey News
The Community Update section provides ongoing 
postings of news briefs about the Marmion monks. For 
those interested in a spiritual reflection, there is a weekly 
Benedictine Reflection, a meditation based upon the 
Sunday Mass readings for the week.   

And more ...
Links to Abbey Farms and the 
Guatemala Mission can be found 
at the top of the site. Be sure to 
take a “tour” through the Abbey 
website and discover for yourself 
the best kept secret of Marmion 
Abbey! 

Abbey - 3



Mr. Joe Currie ‘82 has been a member of the Marmion 
Academy coaching staff since 1994, coaching basketball 
and football at various levels, has collegiate experience as 
a basketball coach, and has been a member of the Marmion 
Alumni Association for many years. Mr. Currie is the 
Director of Rentals and Facility Usage and the new Manager 
of the Hammes Campus Store.

Mr. Mark Malkowski ‘08 graduated Magna Cum Laude 
from St. Ambrose University with a B.A. in Psychology, 
Teacher Education and a minor in History. He most recently 
worked at Geneva Middle School North where he assisted 
and supported students with disabilities and developed 
reading comprehension and writing skills programs 
for students. He is the Director of the Learning Center, 
a member of the Student Support Committee, and the 
Assistant Campus Minister. 

Mr. Eric Peterson has a B.S. from New Mexico Tech 
University, where he majored in physics. He has experience 
with running super-computing devices and as a Lab 
instructor for CT-STEM and computer simulations courses.  

He is the Assistant to the Director of Technology and will be 
working with the CT-STEM classes as a Teaching Assistant. 

Mrs. Donna Prain has a M.S. in Biological Sciences and 
Secondary Education Certification from Northern Illinois 
University. She has experience with managing information 
systems and networks, as well as experience with hardware 
maintenance and software implementation. Most recently, 
Ms. Prain taught Animal Science, Horticulture, and 
Introduction to Agriculture at Rochelle Township High 
School. Mrs. Prain has joined the Science Department and 
teaches Biology, AP Biology, and Anatomy/Physiology. 

Mr. Mark Waitkus ‘08 graduated Magna Cum Laude from 
St. Ambrose University with a B.S. in English Teacher 
Education and a B.S. in Theology. Most recently, Mr. Waitkus 
taught 6th grade English, 7th grade English and Literature, 
and 8th grade Religion, English, and Literature and Spelling 
at Annunciation Grade School in Aurora. He was also a 
member of the Spiritual Formation Program preparing 8th 
grade students for Confirmation. Mr. Waitkus is a member 
of the Theology Department and teaches Theology. 

Graduation at Colegio Seminario
On October 4, Colegio Seminario San José completed the 2013 academic year and held 
its annual graduation exercises. Fourteen graduates received their diplomas, having 
successfully completed the academic diversified program of studies. They received their 
diplomas in various areas of study including arts and sciences, computer science, graphic 
and industrial design, automotive mechanics, and electricity. They will be eligible to 
continue their studies at the National Major Seminary or at a university.  An additional 
14 students successfully completed the initial program of three years of basic academic 
studies, called the “Basico” program. These young men will continue their studies at the 
Colegio next year in the diversified program.

Currie Malkowski Peterson Prain Waitkus

Right Photo: The Guatemalan 
Benedictine community:  (back row, 

left to right) Br. Armando Menchu, Fr. 
Cristóbal Coché, Abbot John Brahill, Fr. 
Prior Orlando Pérez, Fr. Juan Francisco 

Péren and Novice Jairo Morales. 
(front row) Four seminarian candidates 

with Postulant Julio Mich (middle).

Fr. Cristóbal Coché
with one of the 14
graduates of  Colegio 
Seminario San José.

Marmion Academy Welcomes New Faculty/Staff
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Businesses Are Serious About the New C/PARC 
Engineering Center at Marmion
by: Victor Pinks II, Ph.D. ‘72, CPARC Director

Since announcing the Computational Prototyping and Research Engineering Center 
(CPARC) on July 22nd businesses are moving quickly to join the SPC Business Consortium. 
The SPC Consortium for Business & Government is a collection of high technology 
businesses interested in working with CPARC. Membership has grown to 8 technology 
firms. The SPC acronym stands for “Simulation Prototyping Consortium” – the common 
theme for our business partners. Mr. Michael Sisto of Lemko Corporation from Itasca, IL 
is the SPC Consortium director and co-founder with Mr. Shane Hampton of Business Only 
Broadband of Chicago/New York.

Working in concert with SPC’s unique simulation core technologies, Lemko’s M2C platform 
and Business Only Broadband’s Carrier-Grade network for connectivity, Marmion will 
develop collaboration opportunities on real world projects with its SPC businesses and 
their customers. Currently students are working on a conveyor extraction project for SPC 
Business partner Laser Technologies from Naperville, Illinois; App Development for World 
Trade Illinois/Nitai Partners of Pittsburgh, PA; and upcoming LBM/CFD (Lattice Boltzmann 
Method/Computational Fluid Dynamics; by ESPAR Sciences) flow simulations for a fortune 
500 valve company. Other partners include Compass Automation in Elgin (see pg. 14 for 
more about the Marmion alumni who own and operate Compass Automations), Sterling 
Engineering Group in Elmhurst, and Graphics Systems of OakBrook Terrace. 

Head of School, Mr. Tony Tinerella ‘84 has made CPARC a significant part of the new 
technological prowess and direction of the educational process of Marmion going into 
the 21st century. “Marmion Academy is pleased to work with High Tech businesses and 
government who need to reduce the costs of prototyping via modeling and simulation and 
also require engagement on a for-profit basis. Living-Lab benefits also include educating and 
training future generations of employees in a next generation STEM School environment,” 
says Tinerella.

The focus is profitability for SPC Business 
partners and their customers while 
providing a very unique educational 
opportunity for students. Students are 
now working on real world business 
projects that will put them ahead of equally 
talented college applicants – that is money 
in the bank for families struggling in this 
difficult economy. In its nascent year, 
success appears to be unmatched by most 
area schools and could provide a model for 
STEM education on a broader scale in the 
future. For more information contact:

Dr. Victor Pinks II, CPARC Director
Marmion Academy

1000 Butterfield Road
Aurora, IL 60502

Direct: 630-383-8804
Email: vpinks@marmion.org

Left: C/PARC Director, Dr. Victor Pinks II ‘72, 
discusses design concepts with Engineering 
Club students to improve a 680-ton metal 
stamping press conveyor extraction system
at Laser Technologies in Naperville.
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Students Receive Academic Accolades
National Merit Scholarship Competition

Seniors Michael Desch (above, left), Nicholas Ruble (center), 
and Brian Simon (right) have  been named Semifinalists 
in the 59th annual National Merit Scholarship Program. 
The nationwide pool of approximately 16,000 Semifinalists, 
representing less than one percent of U.S. high school 
seniors, includes the highest scoring students in each state. 
All three will continue in the competition for one of the 
8,300 National Merit Scholarships worth more than $35 
million that will be offered next spring.

Thomas Schafer, Matthew Walz, Garrett Fisher, Daniel 
Creighton and Joseph Talbot (pictured at right) have been 
honored with Commended Student status in the 2014 
National Merit Scholarship Competition. These five seniors 
placed among the top five percent of more than 1.5 million 
students who entered the 2014 competition.

Twenty-Four Marmion Students Named AP Scholars
The College Board’s Advanced Placement Program has 
named twenty-four students AP Scholars. This title is given 
in recognition of exceptional achievement on the college-

level Advanced Placement (AP) Exams. Only 22% of more 
than approximately 2.2 million students who took AP 
Exams in May 2013 performed at a sufficiently high level to 
merit such recognition.  

AP Scholar with Distinction Award (an average score of 
at least 3.5 on all AP Exams taken, and scores of 3 or higher 
on five or more of these exams): 2013 graduates Samuel 
Eallonardo, Jacob Gilmore and John Pacer.
 
AP Scholar with Honor Award (an average score of at least 
3.25 on all AP Exams taken, and scores of 3 or higher on 
four or more exams): 2013 graduates Daniel Dukleth, Sam 
Ford, Jack Novotny, and Matthew Switzer.

AP Scholar Award (completing three or more AP Exams 
with scores of 3 or higher): Seniors Daniel Creighton, 
Michael Desch, Eric Lifka, Anthony Pullani, Nicholas 
Ruble, Brian Simon, and Joseph Talbot; and 2013  
graduates Eric Anderson, Brian Hymel, Maxwell Kelly, 
Nicholas Novack, John Peters, Peter Shares, John Sieben, 
Robert Wagner, Robert Wenzel, and Lucas Wilson.

Scholarships Available for Incoming FreshmenScholarships Available for Incoming Freshmen
* Rev. Sebastian Crow, O.S.B. Memorial Alumni Association Scholarship ($20,400)
* Rev. Alcuin Deck, O.S.B. Memorial Alumni Association Scholarship ($20,400)
* Rev. Peter Enderlin, O.S.B. Memorial Alumni Association Scholarship ($20,400)
Dr. Alfred G. ’32 and Mary A. Chione Memorial Scholarship ($20,400)
John J. Mulvihill, Jr. ’39 Memorial Scholarship ($20,400)
Edwin and Laurina Witting Memorial Scholarship ($20,400)
LT Thomas A. Rippinger USN ’68 Memorial Scholarship ($16,000)
James J. Kochevar ’67 Memorial Scholarship ($12,000)
Joseph F. Kochevar Memorial Scholarship ($12,000)
Donald C. Wilkinson ’50 Memorial Scholarship ($12,000)

Total value of these ten scholarships is $174,400
(The scholarship value listed is distributed over four years.)

* Marmion Alumni Association scholarships are reserved for sons, grandsons,
brothers or nephews of Marmion Academy alumni.

Accepting
Cadets for the
Class of 2018

Scholarship Qualifying 
Entrance Exam

December 7, 2013
at 9:00 a.m.

Apply online at:
marmion.org
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Nazareth Farm Helps
the Community as 
well as Volunteers
Nazareth Farm is a Catholic community in rural 
West Virginia that transforms lives through 
a service-retreat experience. In June 2013, ten 
students spent a week working alongside other 
adults and teens to address substandard housing 
by providing home repair. The volunteers’ lives are 
enriched by spiritual and community experiences 
with students from across the country as well as 
neighbors from the local community.

Ministry Outreach Programs
Marmion Ministry Outreach Programs are devoted to providing ministry opportunities for 
personal and communal transformation with our local Catholic parish and school students, 
faculty, and staff by serving Jesus Christ and His Church through opportunities such as Days of 
Reflection, grade school tutoring, food pantry distribution and retreats. For more information, 
please contact Bill Johnson, Director of Campus Ministry.

Respect Life Group
The Marmion Respect Life Group seeks to exemplify the Catholic Church’s 
teaching on respect for life in all its forms through community outreach and 
prayerful solidarity, giving constant witness to the Gospel of life. Rosary High 
School will be joining Marmion’s Respect Life Club at the annual March for Life 
in Washington, D.C. from January 19-22, 2014.  A number of Marmion students 
have taken part in this March the last two years and this year they hope to have a 
record number of students attending this important event.

Justice Walking
Justice Walking is a social justice group at Marmion which operates with a heightened sense of awareness for the injustices 
in our world. They discuss current issues in the news and create projects centered around educating others to be more aware 
of the world in which we live. Responses to the call of action have included: Immersion Trips to Ecuador and Guatemala, 
hosting students from Guatemala, Hesed House mentoring for young boys living in the Transitional Housing Program, 
the annual Hesed House Hike, Sleep-Out Saturday Night focusing on homelessness, and a tutoring program at St. Therese 
School in Aurora.

Eucharistic Ministers
Twenty-two seniors were commissioned Extra Ordinary 
Ministers of the Eucharist in September: Alex Altner, Daniel 
Bicknell, Zachary Bosh, Daniel Creighton, Michael Desch, 
Erik Eckberg, Nicholas Ferraro, Corey Friel, Sean Kozak, 
Eric Lifka, Tyler Maryanski, Michael Montalbano, Timo-
thy Riordan, James Rogers, Timothy Rydecki, Michael 
Sheehan,  Andrew Signa, Joseph Talbot, Christian Trujillo, 
Christopher Voirin, Ethan Young, and Kurt Zepeda.

Faith&Action

Ministry Outreach Programs

Marmion’s 2013 Nazareth Farm volunteers pictured with volunteers
from four other schools/church groups across the nation.
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Cadets Promoted at Sabre Ceremony
Marmion Academy’s JROTC program honored 40 cadets with military promotions at the 
annual Sabre Ceremony on September 6, 2013. These senior cadets were presented with 
a sabre (officers) or a sword (sergeants) by their parents and/or family members, as they 
were promoted to the highest ranks available in the JROTC program. The following are 
Marmion’s JROTC student leaders for the 2013-14 school year.

Battalion Commander Daniel Creighton, Executive Officer Eric Lifka,  Adjutant John 
Graft, Information Officer Joseph Talbot, Operations Officer Zachary Siwiec, Logistics Of-
ficer Jacob Schmidt, Command Sergeant Major Andrew Graves, Personnel Sergeant Luke 
DeSimone, Information Sergeant Jake Fredstrom, Operations Sergeant Matthew Walz, and 
Logistic Sergeant Lewis Trotsky. 

Headquarters Company Commander Thomas Schafer, Company Executive Officer Kevin 
Hoss, 1st Platoon Leader Zachary Wulbert, 2nd Platoon Leader Christian Trujillo, and First 
Sergeant Patrick Perillo.

Alpha Company Commander Christopher Voirin, Company Executive Officer James 
Rogers, 1st Platoon Leader John Maley, 2nd Platoon Leader Michael Murphy, 3rd Pla-
toon Leader Matthew Fredericks, First Sergeant William Gallaher.

Bravo Company Commander Kurt Zepeda, Company Executive Officer Anthony Pul-
lano, 1st Platoon Leader Eric Plotz, 2nd Platoon Leader Shane Carmody, 3rd Platoon 
Leader Gunnar Stanke, and First Sergeant Timothy Riordan.

Charlie Company Commander Michael Sheehan, Company Executive Officer Brock 
Krueger, 1st Platoon Leader Garrett Fisher, 2nd Platoon Leader Alexander Kirtley, 3rd 
Platoon Leader Daniel Bicknell, and First Sergeant Robert Bagley.

Delta Company Commander Brian Simon, Company Executive Officer Ethan Young, 
1st Platoon Leader Seth Sevenich, 2nd Platoon Leader Zachary Mazur, 3rd Platoon 
Leader Jack Fergus, and First Sergeant Nichols Ferraro.

Top photo: Battalion Commander Daniel Creighton leads the JROTC Corps of Cadets in a Pass-in-Review at the annual Sabre
Ceremony on Sept. 6. Bottom photo: Marmion’s Battalion Information Officer Joseph Talbot is presented his sabre by his uncle,
MAJ John Osborne. 

Annual Commissioning of 34 New LEAD Members
The annual LEAD Program Commissioning and Mass was held on September 22, 2013. 
Student Director Nick Ruble presented thirty-four new members their LEAD insignia: 
(Project Team 1) Luke McCardle, Kevin Casto, Riley DeMoss, Nathan Traxler, Miguel 
Galarza, Sam Mack, Kyle McCullough, Nick Auriemma, Brett Bettag, (Project Team 2) 
Isaiah Brown, Marco Dodson, Daniel Heineman, Luke Hoss, Michael Mehr, Max Fontaine, 
Riley Kane, Jack Marek, Justyn Wicks, (Project Team 3) Charles Bagan, Michael Joy, John 
McGowan, Aldrich Paras, Jacob Robbins, Blake Rubio, Trevor Taus, David Wilke, (Project 
Team 4) Grant Fritz, Jeremy Browning, Christopher Ivie, Mark Nyaeme, Jacob Swindle, 
Max Ephraim, Edison Hurh, Jared Tomei.

LEAD is a four-year program designed to educate students in leadership life-skills. The 
principles and values for tomorrow’s world must be instilled in students today.  The objective 
of the LEAD Program is the development of students with practical leadership skills 
including self-discipline, self-awareness, and self-motivation combined with compassion, 
kindness, and a genuine care for others.  This unique skill-set gives the LEAD student the 
ability to lead people, manage projects, and be a viable and contributing member of a team. 

Photo: LEAD Student Director, Nicholas Ruble, gave the closing remarks at the annual LEAD 
Commissioning on September 22, 2013.8 - Academy



Homecoming 2013
The 2013 Homecoming festivities began on Saturday, 
September 21 with the Homecoming Pep Rally, Bonfire 
and Firework and concluded with the Student Celebration/
Dance at Funway in Batavia on Saturday, September 28. 

On Friday, September 27 was the MARMATHON 
fundraiser (see pg. 13), a huge Marmion/Rosary pep rally, 
and the Homecoming football game. Half-time ceremonies 
included the presentation of the Homecoming Court, a fly-
by of the Lima Lima Flight Team, and the JROTC Pass-in-
Review.

Marmion’s 2013 Homecoming Royalty consisted of Queen 
Jessica Suchaczewski and King Matthew Huedem, and their 
court: 1st attendants Monica Powers and Jacob Schmidt, 
2nd attendants Ryane Jenig and Paul Khoury, and 3rd 
attendants Nelson Jenig and Kevin Grahovec.

H O M E C O M I N G
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Marmion Football Headed to State Playoffs
Last year’s varsity record was 4-5, with Coach Dan Thorpe’s 
record over the last eight seasons is 47-34. With fifty-three 
members on this year’s Varsity team, Marmion got off to a 
great start. The Cadets opened the season with four very 
convincing victories over Plainfield Central 25-7, Ottawa 
45-0, St. Edward 27-10 and Marian Central Catholic 28-10 
before losing a hard fought Homecoming game to four-time 
defending 5A State Champion Montini 27-3. The Cadets re-
covered quickly with a big victory over Aurora Christian 
35-14. Marmion defeated St. Francis 26-20, but the Cadets 
were upset by arch-rival Aurora Central Catholic 13-12 to 
end Marmion’s 9-game win streak against this crosstown 
opponent. 

Marmion’s remaining opponent is Walther Lutheran. With 
one regular season game remaining Marmion’s record 
stands at 6-2. Offensively, the Cadets have been using run-
ning backs by committee with a great group of solid, team-
oriented players. With the defense giving up very few yards 
and touchdowns, Marmion also has one of the top defenses 
in the area. The defensive players are not very big, but they 
are very fast and play with great desire.

Coach Thorpe happily stated, “It is great to coach players 
who don’t care about egos or statistics and only care about 
the team and winning.” It is worthy to note that the sopho-

more squad is currently 
4-2 with a great chance of 
finishing strong at 5-2. The 
freshman team is unde-
feated and two of their im-
pressive victories were over 
Montini 7-0 and Fenwick 
26-7. They have a great 
chance to finish 9-0!

Cross Country Wins Seventh Consecutive SCC Title
In preseason newspaper articles, Marmion was listed along 
with Yorkville, Batavia, Kaneland and Waubonsie Valley as 
one of the area’s top teams. A specific group of area run-
ners were projected to excel this season and Seniors John 
Graft and Eric Lifka were on that impressive list. Highlights 
of the 2013 season included fine performances from Graft, 
Lifka and Seniors Ethan Young and Timmy Riordan and 
Junior Brady Bobbitt. The Cadets finished in the top five at 
the St. Charles North Invitational and in the top three at the 
Minooka Invitational. 

Marmion consistently improved from day one and won 
first place in the Conference meet. Hopes are high for finish-
ing in the top 3 in our Regional and top 5 in our Sectional. 
Continued improvement, with regard to pack running, is 
the key to their success in the postseason. Coach Dan Klatt, 
reflecting on this his first head coaching season at Marmion 
stated, “Overall, I was very pleased with the effort from the 
boys. We have shown tremendous improvement over the 
course of the year, and I am particularly proud of the way 
the men have supported one another. We have a long way 
to go in order to achieve our goal of making the 3A State 
Meet, but we are on a good path. “

Cadets Fall Season Update
by: Carmen Freda, Annual Giving Director

Left: Jordan Glasgow ‘15 makes an 
impressive catch/touchdown at the 
Aurora Christian game.

Right: Christian Surtz ‘16 and
Dan Heineman ‘16 help Marmion 

win their 7th consecutive SCC title.10 - Athletics



Successful Soccer Season Despite Season Ending Injury
Senior Flynn Collins, is the big story this season. Flynn was part of a major 
collision at the St. Charles East tournament that ended his season. He 
challenged the St. Charles East goalkeeper for a loose ball and both players 
collided. Flynn broke his jaw and lost teeth. He had to have surgery and his 
mouth has been wired shut for 6 weeks. Up until the accident, Flynn was 
the Cadets leading goal scorer with an impressive 15 goals and 4 assists. He 
was also named All-Tournament team player at the Barrington Classic. It 
was a huge blow for the team, but they have bounced back and had great 
wins including an enjoyable 6-0 win against Aurora Central Catholic. 

Marmion soccer showed improvement in tournament play this season. 
Last year in the Barrington Classic we went 0-4, but this year the Cadets 
improved to 2-2 by beating St. Charles North 1-0 and Wheaton Warrenville 
South 3-0. Last year at the St. Charles East Tournament, Marmion finished 
in fourth place with a record of 1-1-2, but this year they upped that record to 
2-1-1. Marmion lost a nail biter to Wheaton Academy 1-0 when they scored 
with two minutes remaining in the game. Marmion will finish second in the 
conference with a record of 13-7-2 (at press time). 

Coach Ricky Del Toro proclaimed, “We are looking forward to the playoffs. 
Marmion has been seeded ninth out of seventeen regional schools in the 
3A competition.” Marmion’s varsity squad has been led by Senior captains 
Mick Wangler, Luke DeSimone and Collins. 

2013 Golf Team Wins Conference and Starts New Tradition
The 2013 golf season began with high expectations and lofty goals due to 
the fact that Marmion had 5 returning seniors and a wealth of talent at the 
sophomore and freshman level. The team’s goals included a Conference 
Championship and a return to State as a team at the 3A level.  The Cadets 
met their first goal of winning Conference on both the Varsity and Fresh/
Soph levels, but their goal of advancing in the State Series as a team fell 
short as they faced some stiff competition from the area’s best schools. One 
of Marmion’s players, sophomore Luke Hoss, advanced to Sectionals.
 
This year contained some nice showings at several of the area golf 
invitationals including a 2nd place finish at the ACC Invitational and a 3rd 
place finish for Varsity at the Geneva Invitational, and 5th place finishes 
at the Batavia, Rockford and Elgin Invitationals. Marmion’s Varsity team 
went 6-2 for the season in matches overall and 4-1 in Conference. The 
Fresh/Soph team had 2 outright 1st place finishes - the Geneva and Palatine 
Invitationals.
 
In addition, Marmion started a new tradition with our sister school, Rosary 
High School. On September 26th, the first MA-Rosary Team Scramble was 
held at Bliss Creek. Marmion is hoping to make this an annual event. Head 
Coach Doug Roberts stated “I think everyone had a great time.  I am hoping 
that both Booster Clubs can jump on board with this event to help promote 
it in the future. I think it is a wonderful opportunity for the two schools to 
show support for our athletes.”

Varsity Soccer Co-Captain, Flynn Collins 
was named All-Tournament Team Player
at the Barrington Classic.

Sophomore
Luke Hoss 
advanced to
Golf Sectionals.

Find these fall sports
photos and more at:

cadetsports.com
and

marmionacademy.smugmug.com
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Marmion Board Welcomes Three New Trustees
At the October meeting of the Board of Trustees, Chairman 
Greg McKnight ’71 welcomed three members as they begin 
their three year term: Ryan Bohr ’92, James Boyne and Dr. 
Brian Tonner.

Ryan M. Bohr ’92 of Batavia 
is the Managing Director of 
Torch Lake Capital Partners in 
Chicago. He and Emily have 
five sons (Austin ’13) and a 
daughter. They are Sustaining 
Members of the Abbot 
Marmion Society. Ryan is a 
former member of the Alumni 
Association Board of Directors.

James J. Boyne of Steamboat 
Springs, CO is the Executive 
Director of the Steamboat 
Springs Winter Sports Club. 
He and Leagh have three sons 
(Connor ’13) and a daughter. 
They are Life Members of the 
Abbot Marmion Society.

Dr. Brian R. Tonner of Sugar 
Grove is a dentist and partner 
at Fairview Dental in Aurora. 
He and wife Lisa have one son 
(Sam ’13) and two daughters. 
They are Life Members of the 
Abbot Marmion Society.

Two Trustees, Dr. Ellen Barnes-McGough and Steve 
Hernandez, were elected Life Trustees after serving on the 
board for 12 and 9 years, respectively.

This advisory board of 26 life and 32 active trustees meets 
three times a year. All active trustees serve on one or more 
of the following committees: Executive, Development, 
Finance, Investment (subcommittee) and Marketing. 

A full list of the Board of Trustees is available on our website 
at: marmion.org/trustees.

    ou are graciously invited to attend or sponsor the longest running high school 
dinner dance fundraiser in the Chicagoland area – not to mention the most stunning.  

Unlike many school fundraisers, there are no raffles, auctions or drink tickets to purchase 
at Salute to Youth. Instead you will be treated to an extended cocktail hour replete with delicious 
hors d’oeuvres, an elegant dinner and the warmth of Marmion hospitality and camaraderie in the 
Benedictine tradition. 

Please join us on  Saturday, April 5th, for the 52nd Salute to Youth Dinner Dance!
Visit marmion.org/salute for all the details.
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MARMATHON - I am MA, You are MA, We are MA!
As Experienced by: Jake Schmidt, Student Council President; Ben Totman and Kurt Zepeda, Student Council Co-Vice Presidents

As newly elected members of the Marmion 
Student Council Executive Board, we were 
eager to make this “our year” and started 
planning events for the student body in 
late May. As our initial plans began to take 
shape, the desire to hold a MARMATHON 
emerged. Mind you, no one in the current 
student body had participated in the first 
MARMATHON that was conducted during 
the last capital campaign. Yet, the stories 
we heard about it urged us on. We were 
not discouraged when we learned that 
MARMATHON was primarily a student-
based fundraising effort.

When we discovered that our tuition does 
not cover the cost of educating each Cadet, 
we felt that it was our responsibility to 
support our school by showing that the 
students care about our community. After a 
lot of thought and discussion, we agreed on 
a goal of 10% of the projected gap between 
tuition and cost per student - $100,000 
($200 per student). In an effort to entice the 
student body to participate, a day off of 
school would be given to the entire school 
if the total goal was met. Individual prizes 
were offered courtesy of generous sponsors: 
Turf Room, Metropolitan Limousine, Kane 
County Cougars and Chipotle.

Our next challenge was to build awareness 
of the event. We quickly learned the 
importance of leading by example. 
We were given an opportunity to visit 
prominent Chicago businessmen who did 
not know much about Marmion and ask 

for their support. It was a rewarding, if not 
terrifying, experience sitting in downtown 
meeting rooms representing our school. 
Our experience allowed us to tell our peers 
“if we can ask people we don’t know to 
support Marmion, you can certainly ask 
people you do know!”

The 2013 MARMATHON activity was 
a scavenger hunt through the Abbey 
Farms corn maze. Immediately following 
the adventures at Abbey Farms and 
lunch provided by Spizzico’s To Go, we 
all gathered in the gym for a rousing 
pep rally that included our sisters from 
Rosary. It was an amazing way to celebrate 
homecoming week as we recognized the 
spirit and talent of the students and faculty 
of both schools. Everyone agreed that the 
MARMATHON pep rally was the best ever 
show of Marmion Pride and a true brother/
sister school relationship.

The pep rally concluded with the 
announcement of the MARMATHON 
results. Did we meet our goal and earn a 
day off school? Not exactly, but we did raise 
over $50,000 to help fill the gap!

We feel good about leaving a positive mark 
and it is our hope that MARMATHON will 
become an annual tradition. We expect 
that future student council executive 
boards will support a goal of raising 10% 
of the tuition/cost gap no matter how lofty. 
MARMATHON is a unique opportunity 
for students to actively show that we care 
deeply about the sacrifices of our parents 
and all those who work so hard to make 
Marmion our home. We are honored to do 
our part. We will be poor college students 
next fall, but we plan to continue our 
support of MARMATHON because we 
believe in the power of Marmion Cadets to 
make a difference!
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Ethics and Integrity a Key Factor in Alumni Business
by: Maria Thornton, Director of Development Operations

Compass Automation is owned and operated by four 
Marmion alums from the class of 2004: Brian Greviskes, 
Bill Angsten, Pat O’Rahilly and Tony Martinez. Compass 
Automation is an Elgin-based company that designs, 
develops and integrates custom automation systems that 
help manufacturers optimize their production.

Although all were friends during their time at Marmion, 
Pat and Bill both recall talking about their futures and 
owning their own business one day. Both were inspired by 
their fathers, Jeffrey J. Angsten and Pat O’Rahilly, Sr., who 
themselves are successful business owners.

Upon graduating from college Bill knew he wanted to start 
a business in the manufacturing industry and immediately 
thought of his fellow Marmion classmates Pat and Brian. 
Bill and Pat narrowed down the concept and plan and 
brought Brian, a distinguished MIT graduate, on board 
for his expertise in engineering. Soon thereafter they hired 
another classmate, Tony Martinez.  

As these Marmion men developed and grew their company 
“ethics and integrity” were and continue to be an integral 
factor in everything they do, ideals that they learned during 
their time at Marmion. It is a pride and honesty in good 
work being done. Another trait that these men bring to their 
work is flexibility on a job and to their customers, to ensure 
that the product not only does what it should, but their 
clients are completely satisfied.

Although these ideals and characteristics have the potential 
to get in the way of the bottom line they all agreed “some 
things are more important than the bottom line.” Not only 
in ensuring a great work product and customer satisfaction, 
but in how they treat their employees. Tony Martinez, 
who manages the warehouse, ensures that his employees 
understand that they are valued and an important key to 
the success of the company. Tony, along with Bill, Brian and 
Pat, reinforce to their employees that family comes first.

The teachers and monks who influenced these men continue 
to be influential people at Marmion. Fr. Joel (for his ability to 
push students to a higher level by always demanding more 
from them) and Fr. Michael (for his personal friendship and 
caring) were/are important to Bill and Brian.  Mr. Newport, 
a very approachable teacher and “fellow Irishman,” seemed 
to look out for Pat. Both on and off the football field, Mr. 
Tinerella, through his “tough love” approach to his players, 
always had high expectations for Tony and encouraged him 
to achieve his goals. He showed Tony how to be a leader.

The Marmion lessons and traditions live on in these 
intelligent, caring, charismatic and driven men. Most 
importantly the Marmion bond - the “brotherhood” - lives 
on. Running a business is tough and as they all agreed 
sometimes there are disagreements and voices are raised, 
but in the end “friendship comes first” and Bill, Brian, Pat 
and Tony find themselves unwinding after a long day at 
work together ... Marmion brothers to the end.

Brian Greviskes ‘04, Vice President of Operations at Compass 
Automations in Elgin, explains to Anthony Tinerella ‘84, Head 
of School/Principal, how a machine designed and assembled by 
Compass Automation will be utilized by their client.

                     Tony Martinez         Bill Angsten                                                          Pat O’Rahilly         Brian Greviskes
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Mark Your Calendars for Upcoming Alumni Events

This year’s Marmion Family Christmas Craft Show is 
shaping up to be another fantastic craft filled show with 
over 150 crafters from the Chicago area. New this year is the 
addition of the Home Show where various franchises will be 
available to our patrons and will sell their products during 
the show. The crafters will remain in the Regole Field House 
while the Home Show portion will be in Alumni Hall.

There will be plenty of parking and a shuttle bus to assist 
patrons in reaching the entrance easily. Santa Claus will be 
at booth 25 on Sunday, December 1 from 12:00-2:00 pm so 
bring your young children or grandchildren and visit with 
Santa for a bit.

The Alumni Association will once again be supporting the 
annual Toys for Tots program. Please consider donating an 
unwrapped, new toy (no stuffed animals please) to this 
year’s drive. There will be Toys for Tots boxes at the entrance 
to the Craft and Home Show.

Net proceeds from the show go toward academic 
scholarships and financial assistance to Marmion Academy 
legacies. This year’s commitment to Marmion Academy 
from the Marmion Alumni Association is $76,000.

Split the Pot 50/50 
Raffle at Home Games
The Alumni Association re-
invigorated the 50/50 Raffle 
at this year’s home football 
games! Through the $150 
per game sponsorships by 
companies and individual 
alike and incredible fan participation, a total of $4,124 was 
raised toward Academic Scholarships and Financial Aid.  

The Alumni Association will be conducting the 50/50 raffles 
during home basketball games.  If you or your company 
is interested in sponsoring a 50/50 raffle please contact the 
Alumni Office at (630) 966-7665 or via email at maalumni@
marmion.org

Hall of Fame Ceremony - 
Friday, January 25, 2014
Each year Alumni are inducted 
into the Marmion Hall Of Fame.  
Alumni are nominated by fellow 
alums, friends or family members.  
The ceremony is held between 
the sophomore and varsity games 
where the alums are honored and 
presented with a trophy. Please 
join us for this year’s ceremony 
on January 25, 2014. 

Should you know a Marmion Alum (living or deceased) 
and would like to nominate him for the Hall of Fame, 
please visit www.marmion.org/hof to read the criteria 
for nomination and to fill out the form. Otherwise, please 
contact the Alumni Office at (630) 966-7665 or via email at 
maalumni@marmion.org.

EXPANDED SHOW!

Marmion Christmas
Craft & Home Show

23rd Annual

Marmion Christmas
Craft & Home Show

EXPANDED SHOW!
Saturday, Nov. 30: 9 am - 4 pm
Sunday, Dec. 1: 10 am - 2 pm

$4.00 Admission Fee
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130 people attended the 2013 Cadet Classic Golf Outing, 
held on July 19 at Bliss Creek Golf Course. Chairman

Dave Stumm ‘91 and his committee succeeded in
raising $10,850 for academic scholarships

and financial aid.



1945
Don Van Beck was Executive 
Director for the construction 
and funding, in Leesburg 
FL, of one of the largest 
Veterans memorial in the 
Southeast. This $500K project 
was recently completed and 
the dedication was attended 
by over 1000 veterans and 
friends.

1960
Paul and Paula Buddy celebrated their 50th anniversary 
on October 12 with a two-week tour of Ireland. Their 
family business, Paul L. Buddy Plumbing and Heating, has 
the fourth generation in its employ. The business will be 
celebrating its 40th anniversary in February.

1964
John F. Rippinger, CLU, ChFC, 
of Schaumburg (pictured left) has 
been chosen as the President of 
the 2013-2014 NAILBA Charitable 
Foundation board of directors. 
The board works to fulfill the 
mission of the foundation: to 
encourage volunteerism among 
the National Association of 

Independent Life Brokerage Agencies (NAILBA) members 
and provide grant funds to worthy charitable organizations 
that serve to enhance the quality of life for those less 

fortunate, with a special emphasis on children. John was 
also the lead pilot of the Lima Lima Flight Team for the 2013 
Homecoming fly-by.

1967
Tom Weisner began his third term as Mayor of Aurora on 
May 7 after running unopposed in the April municipal 
election. Mayor Weisner’s wife, Marilyn, is the Executive 
Director of the Aurora 
Area Interfaith Food 
Pantry. Since 1957, four 
of the last five Aurora 
mayors have been 
Marmion graduates.
Photo: Mayor Tom 
Weisner honors the 2012-
2013 Marmion wrestlers 
on their successful season. 

1969
George Chivari of Glen Ellyn is president and CEO of Pre-
ferred Meals System, Inc. of Berkley, a privately owned pro-
vider of meals in the U.S. which has 1,700 employees.

1970
After 31 years in field and brand 
marketing, Ron Spiers retired 
from Wendy’s corporate office, 
Dublin OH in October. Over the 
years, Ron helped develop and 
launch popular Wendy’s prod-
ucts, including the Combo pro-
gram, Fresh Stuffed Pitas, Gar-
den Sensations Salads, Vanilla 

Ken Nagel ‘60 Honored by Chicago 
Foodservice Association 
Ken Nagel was honored with the Lifetime Achievement Award by the Chicago Foodservice 
Marketing Club at its annual awards dinner on April 11, 2013. Ken joined Fox River 
Foods while still a student at Marmion. Established by his father, Erv Nagel, as a meat 
supplier, Ken expanded it into a total service wholesale food distribution business, with 
an emphasis on the school market. For 56 years 
Ken guided Fox River Foods from a local Aurora 
firm into a major Midwest food supplier with 
over $400 million in sales. The firm was recently 
purchased by Performance Food Group.

Ken is a Marmion trustee and past chairperson of the Board of Trustees. Ken and 
Carole are Life Members of the Abbot Marmion Society. Their son (Jason ’95), son-
in-law (Andy Cano ‘85) and grandson (Shane Cano ‘12) are Marmion graduates.
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Frosty, and more. His hard work and dedication earned 
him the Dave Thomas Outstanding Management Award, 
Field Marketing Manager of the Year, and Field Marketing 
Legend Award. He looks forward to spending more time 
with his wife Peggi, and his two daughters and three grand-
daughters.

1971
Members of the class of ‘71 began their summer get together 
at Mike Smith’s home in Hinsdale as they celebrate life and 
turning 60. (pictured: Joe Parisi, Mike Smith  Jim Ramuta, 
Tim Bushnell, Mark Mallerdino and Mark Creedon)

1972
Jim and Beth Karwoski celebrated their 35th wedding 
anniversary on October 21. They also became grandparents 
again, welcoming Smith James and Price Christopher on 
September 18.

1973
Phil and Kathy (Olinger) Greco of Villa Park were married 
on April 13 with Fr. Basil Yender OSB ’61 celebrating the 
ceremony. Classmate Ed Shenoo was Best Man, and Dan 
O’Donnell, Joe Olson and Joe Warda were in attendance.

1974
Steve and Karen Morken welcomed their 4th granddaugh-
ter, Mylee Rose born on Valentine’s Day 2013!

1975
Francis and Amanda (Adams) Martinez were married 
on December 29, 2012 at Redeemer Lutheran Church in 
Rockford.

1977
Dan O’Shea’s first novel, PENANCE, 
was published in April by Exhibit A, a 
UK publisher, which will also publish 
the sequel, MAMMON in 2014. Exhibit 
A has also bought Dan’s next two novels, 
which feature William Shakespeare as an 
unwilling Elizabethan private eye. These 
will be published under the name Bar-

tholomew Daniels. ROTTEN AT THE HEART will hit the 
shelves in March, 2014.

1978
Bob Fitzsimmons, along with two former state GOP leaders, 
launched a new Chicago-based public affairs and capital 
sourcing firm, Next Generation Public Affairs Inc. (NGPA). 
NGPA is a full-service public affairs firm providing clients 
with comprehensive and technologically sophisticated 
government affairs, issue advocacy and media relations 
strategies. More information can be found at www.next-
generationpublicaffairs.com.

1983
Brian Konen of Sugar Grove is V.P. of Konen Insurance 
Agency in Aurora, which celebrated its 50th Anniversary 
in June 2013. The agency was started by his father, Vince 
Konen ’46, a Life Trustee of Marmion.

1987
Dr. Casey and Julia Mulligan welcomed their third child, 
a daughter, Maeve Ruthelaine, born on April 16. Dr. Casey 
Mulligan had an article published in the October 3, 2013 US 
edition of the Wall Street Journal entitled “How ObamaCare 
Wrecks the Work Ethic” explaining how the health-care 
law, starting Jan. 1, will begin driving up marginal tax 
rates—well above 50% for many. Casey is a professor of 
economics at the University of Chicago and the author of 
“The Redistribution Recession” (Oxford, 2012).
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1990
Fr. Charles and Alumni Director Dan Howell enjoyed their 
Texas visit in April 2013 at the home of Andrew and Kate 
Howorth in The Woodlands TX. (Photo, l-r: Andrew Ho-
worth ’90, Fr. Charles ’59, Mike Castronovo ’89, Dustin 
Cordier ’90 and Dan Howell) 

1998
Luke Sebby of Vienna VA has left the military and is now 
working with Virginia Tech at their Applied Research Cor-
poration, working with the Air Force and private entrepre-
neurs on problem solving and multiple scenario planning.

2000
Tom and Betsy Madden welcomed their 2nd child, Timo-
thy Michael, in January 2013. They currently live in Apple 
Valley MN along with their 3 year old daughter, Eloise.

Reilly and Emily O’Connor were married October 27, 2012. 
Attending the wedding were Bill Loftus ‘00, Matt Riebe 
‘01, Nick Williams ‘00, Coach Kevin O’Connor, Dan Soliz 
‘70, Cory O’Connor ‘02, Joseph Soliz ‘99, Phil Smith ‘03, 
and Eric Sinnott ‘00.

2001
Dan Feehan received his Master’s Degree from the Kennedy 
School of Government at Harvard and has been selected 
to be a White House Fellow. He will be serving under 
Secretary of Defense Chuck Hagel in the White House. 
Dan and his wife Amy live in Washington D.C. Dan is the 
third Marmion alumnus White House Fellow. The Fenzel 
brothers, John ‘80 and Michael ‘85, were Fellows in 2001 
while on active duty in the Army.

Adam Freda graduated with an MBA with honors from 
the University of Chicago Booth School of Business in June 
2013 with concentrations in finance, entrepreneurship, 
economics and international business. In July 2013, Adam 
joined Northern Trust’s Alternative Investment group in 
Chicago where he focuses on acquiring stakes in private 
equity firms from pension funds.

2002
Bill and Vanessa Kloska 
welcomed son, Austin 
Christopher, into the 
world on July 16.  Austin 
joins sisters Alexis, age 4, 
and Nora, age 2. 

Nicholas Grahovec ran the 2013 Boston Marathon crossing 
the finish line 47 minutes prior to the explosions from 
the bombs placed near the finish line. Nicholas finished 
the marathon in 3 hours and 13 minutes; the explosions 
occurred at the 4 hour mark.

Visit us at abbeyfarms.org
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Another record breaking year for Abbey 
Farms Pumpkin Daze! Nearly 40,000 
visitors including school groups, scouts, 
and the general public! Abbey Farms 
is already planning expansion for the 
future including our new barn and bakery 
made possible by many generous donors, 
especially the Nagel family.



On June 28, David Willey was sworn in as a U.S. Foreign 
Service Officer. He leaves in September for a two-year 
assignment at the U.S. Embassy in Ashgabat, Turkmenistan.

2003
Arthur Sebby of Charleston SC is stationed at the Charles-
ton Air Force Base.

Kevin Huang, director and cinematographer, recently re-
leased two films. Sunset on Cabrillo Blvd. is a short film cre-
ated for the 2013 Santa Barbara International Film Festival’s 
10-10-10 Competition. Participants in the competition make 
up 10 crews and each team must complete a film within 
10 days. Sunset on Cabrillo Blvd. won best film in the col-
lege level. Ai (Love) is a short film shot in July, 2012. It was 
nominated for the 2013 ASC Harris Savides Student Heri-
tage Awards. Both films can be viewed on Kevin’s website: 
http://kevinhuangfilms.com.

Gerardo Alvarez (#4 at left) 
competed on the biggest 
stage of his life on July 6 at 
Soldier Field against 4-time 
World Soccer Player of the 
Year, Lionel Messi (pictured 
in the purple/black). Gerado 
participated in the Messi 
& Friends vs The Rest of the 
World charity soccer game. 
Gerardo was an all-state 
player and Kane County 
Chronicle All-Area player 
while at Marmion, and car-
ried that success to North-
western where he was 
named Co-Big Ten Fresh-
man of the Year in 2003 and 
finished his college career 
with 28 goals, including nine 
game-winners. This oppor-

tunity was a dream-come-true for Gerardo … both he and 
Messi are left footed, both are Argentines - but only one is 
a Cadet!

2004
Timothy and Georgia (Oros) Kovanda  were married on 
April 27 at St. Joseph Catholic Church in Aurora. Grooms-
men were 2004 classmates Timothy Loftus, Alex Orlowski, 
Patrick Tynan, Andrew Riebe, Daniel Csiszer, and John 
Momper.

2005
Benjamin and Jennifer (Schlag) Burroughs were married 
April 27 at St. Gall Catholic Church in Elburn. Best Man 
was Joseph Burroughs ‘10 and Andrew Burroughs ‘16 was 
a groomsman.

Joshua and Mary (McSorley) Cattero were married July 13 
at St. Luke Church in River Forest. Matthew Hymel ‘05 was 
a groomsman and Jose Cardona ‘05 was an usher. 

2006
Greg and Denim (King) Voirin were married on Sept. 7 at 
Annunciation Church in Aurora with Fr. Patrick Gillmeyer  
OSB and Fr. Michael Burrows OSB ’70 as co-celebrants. 
The reception was held at Marmion Abbey Farms.

2007
Brandon and Katie (Wenzel) Soris were married at Holy 
Angels Church in Aurora on July 20. Fr. Nathanael Roberts 
OSB was celebrant.

Hayes Cooper, defensive 
back of the 2012 Aurora 
University football team, 
was selected to the National 
Football Foundation (NFF) 
Hampshire Honor Society. 
The NFF Hampshire Honor 
Society is comprised of col-
lege football players from all 
divisions of play who each 
maintained a cumulative 3.2 
GPA or better throughout their college career. The players 
are a starter or significant substitute in their last year of eli-
gibility at an accredited NCAA Football Bowl Subdivision, 
Football Championship Subdivision, Division II, Division 
III, or an NAIA college or university. A 10-game starter for 
the Spartans in 2012, Hayes split time at both cornerback 
and safety, as well as being one of the top returners on spe-
cial teams. Cooper earned a Bachelor’s Degree in Biology.

2008
Edward Leonard 
graduated from 
Iowa State on 
May 11. He also 
received his com-
mission as a 2LT 
in the USAF that 
evening. (picured, 
l-r: Charles ’11, 
Marmion Trustee 
Grace, Edward ’08 
and Gary Leonard)

Peter and Robin 
Flight were mar-
ried in July. Fr.  
Nathanael Roberts 
OSB attended their 
wedding. They live 
in Jacksonville NC. 
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2009
Josef Weber graduated in May from Augustana College 
with a Finance degree. Jo is a 4-year starting linebacker 
and was named All-Conference and All-American. He is 
now playing for professional football team in Europe, the 
Calanda Broncos (Switzerland). The Calanda Broncos are 
the European Champions and have held the Euro Bowl 
title for the last 7 years. Follow Joe’s career on European 
American football (europlayers.com).

2010
Matt Derrico was part 
of a 2-man team that 
was chosen from over 
800 teams to be part of 
50 international teams 
brought to Thailand 
to film a short film 
displaying Thailand’s 

beauty and culture. Matt’s team created a short story about 
the Thai elephant and focused on a government supported 
establishment named “The Thai Elephant Conservation 
Center” in Lampang, Thailand, a small town in the North 
of Thailand. Every team was given 6 days to film and com-
plete their project which culminated in a film screening and 
red-carpet gala. Matt’s film, “Through the Eyes of an Ele-
phant,” won the Best Editing award and a 100,000 Baht (ap-
proximately $3,400) cash prize. You can view’s Matt’s film at 
https://vimeo.com/64010498.

2011
Ben Kanute, competing on the 
University of Arizona Tricats Tri-
athlon Team, won two collegiate 
national championships on the 
same weekend in Tempe AZ. First, 
was the inaugural 2013 USA Tri-
athlon Draft Legal National Cham-
pionship on April 12. The next day, 
Ben won the USA Triathlon Olym-
pic Distance Collegiate National 
Championship, making him the 
first triathlete to score the double 
victory. Ben is a junior at U of A.

2012
Classmates (below, l-r) Michael Shares, Brian Wulff, and 
Zack McNally successfully completed Cadet Field Train-
ing at the United States Military Academy. Cadet Andrew 
Slade ‘10 served as part of the cadre.

Stefanski ‘10 National Winner for Theatrical Design and Technology
Zach Stefanski ’10 competed and won “Excellence in Theatrical Design and Technology” at the  
Kennedy Center National College Theatre Festival. Zach, a senior at Bellarmine University was 
nominated by one of his professors for his sound design of an original play call Frida-A Portrait 
in which Zack wrote original music and developed sound effects for the play.

Zach traveled to Georgia for the Regional competition to present his designs. While there he  
developed a sound design “on the spot” for a scene that was being performed at the competi-
tion. He advanced to the National competition, held at the Kennedy Center, in June. Zach won 
both the Regional and National award for “Excellence in Theatrical Design and Technology.” 
Zack was awarded $500 plus an all-expense paid trip to New York City where he attended a 
workshop for professional sound designers and was able to watch the production of Pippin 
with the original Tony award winning sound designer.

Place Your Order by Mail: Hammes Campus Store, 1000 Butterfield Rd., Aurora, IL 60502; Phone: 630-897-6936, ext. 253; or Online: marmion.org/hammes

Hammes Campus Store
Spotlight Items

Grey “Marmion” Crew: $25.98 *
   Available in Adult M-XL

Blue “Cadets” Hoodie: $30.31 Adult, $25.98 Youth *
   Available in Youth S-XL, Adult S-XL

 * prices do not include Shipping/Handling fees 20 - Alumni Class Notes



Jeremy See graduated from 
Army Basic Training in Fort 
Sill OK in September 2012. 
Since then he has attended and 
graduated from Combat Medic 
Training (Fort Sam Houston TX) 
and Paratrooper Jump School 
(Fort Benning GA). In August, 
he graduated as an Army Ranger 
from Fort Benning GA. He 
is currently doing additional 
combat medical training in Fort 
Benning.

Faculty News
Jim and Helen Kelly of Leesburg FL celebrated their Gold-
en Wedding Anniversary with a “family weekend” at Coco 
Key Resort, Orlando last year. Jim was the founding swim 
coach at Marmion in 1967, history teacher, bus driver, golf 
coach, and Dean of Students. He also inaugurated and 
coached the very successful Rosary High School swim team. 
Their two sons are graduates (Jim, Jr. ’82 and Tim ’85).

Fr. Joel Rippinger OSB taught a course in Benedictine 
History at St. John’s University in Minnesota this summer 
and published articles in the Summer 2013 issue of Chicago 
Studies (The Call of Spiritual Direction and the Call to Holiness) 
and the September 2013 issue of the American Benedictine 
Review (Tracking Monastic Renewal).

Dr. Rick Holinger was the 2013 Third Place Winner of the 
Gwendolyn Brooks Poetry Award sponsored by the Illinois 
Secretary of State, State Librarian, and Illinois Center for the 
Book in partnership with Illinois Poet Laureate, Kevin Stein. 
He also is a 2013 National Finalist of the Norman Mailer 
Writing Award for Middle School and High School Teachers 
for Non-Fiction, Norman Mailer Center and Writers Colony 
and the National Council of Teachers of English. 

CLASS NOTES:
Send your family, career, and  

address updates to 
trios@marmion.org 

or online at marmion.org/update.

Class Notes appear in the 
November and April issues 
of the Marmion Magazine.
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Reunion Weekend

June 6 & 7
Celebrating Golden Jubilee

Class of 1964
And all graduating members of the 

class years ending in

4 & 9
Mark your calendar today for next summer’s 
reunions. This year’s reunions weekend 
begins at the annual Steak Fry/Lobster boil, 
where there will be reserved tables for all 
reunion attendees. The weekend will then 
continue on Saturday with a tour of Marmion 
followed by mass at the Abbey Church and 
a Dinner Dance (location to be announced).

Preparations for Reunion Weekend will 
begin in January and we are looking for 
members from each class to help recruit 
class mates to attend this very exciting and 
fun-filled reunion weekend.  Please send an 
email to maalumni@marmion.org or call 
the Alumni Office at (630) 966-7665 if you 
are interested in helping recruit classmates 
to this year’s reunions.

We look forward to seeing all of 
our great alums this summer!



+ Daniel Guddendorf ’49, father  
 of Daniel ’90 and James ’91, died  
 October 19. Dan was Chairman 
 Emeritus of the Alumni Association 
 due to his 22 years (since 1991) of 
 service to the Board.

+ Gerald Sauter ’52, Abbot Marmion  
 Society Life Member and brother of  
 Hollis ‘55, died August 21.

+ Michael “Mickey” Paluska ’58 died  
 August 5.

+ Stephen L. Andorfer ’58, brother of  
 Phillip ’53, died September 19. 

+ David Theisen ’61, cousin of Fr.  
 Kenneth ’59 and many others, died  
 July 27.

+ Kenneth Wampach ’64 of Louisville  
 CO died October 14.

+ Joseph C. Haworth ’68 died   
 September 6.

+ Frank M Anderson, USMC ’84 died  
 March 21.

+ Robert Joseph “RJ” Mata ’07 died  
 September 17.

+ Patricia Patrizi, wife of Mario ’50,  
 died February 16.

+ Robert I. Kallman, father of Jon ’67,  
 died April 16.

+ Dominic Lewis, grandson of   
 +Gerald  ’48, died July 15.

+ Alberta Schiltz of Montgomery,  
 mother of Paula (John ’70) Cibulskis  
 and grandmother of Joseph ’01 and  
 Michael ’06 Cibulskis, died July 28.

+ Myron Karp, father of Wayne ‘68  
 and grandfather of Bryan ‘94 and  
 Andrew ‘99, died August 7.

+ Patrick Burke, uncle of Steve 
 Edwards ‘99 and friend of the   
 Marmion monks, died August 28.

+ Elizabeth Ernzen, mother of 
 +Richard ’65, Michael ’70 and 
 James’71, died August 29.

+ Terry J. Logue, son of Life Trustee 
 Thomas and Mary Ann ’48 and 
 brother of Thomas ’75, Daniel ’79 
 and Michael ’82; died September 4.

+ Warren L. Dixon, Sr., father of 
 Warren Jr. ’64 and grandfather of 
 Warren III ’92, died September 4.

+ Beatrice Spence, mother of Br. Peter 
 Spence OSB, died on September 10. 

+ Barbara Forester of Wilmette, wife of 
 Ed, Life Trustee and Abbey Affiliate, 
 died September 13. Barb and Ed are 
 Life Members of the Abbot Marmion 
 Society.

+ Josephine Babos, wife of +George 
 ‘41, died September 20.

+ Eleanor Weber, mother of Robert 
 ’65, died September 22.

+ Thomas McNally, father of Zachary 
 ’12, died October 3.

+ Jerome Schiefelbein, father of
 Gregory ’87, died October 9.

+ Josephine Wenberg, mother of 
 Michael ’67 and Mark ’70, died 
 October 9.

+ Joseph Dichtl, father of William 
 Gannon ‘83, died October 13.

+ Barbara Linden, wife of William ’42, 
 mother of Michael ’68, Thomas ’70, 
 William Jr. ’77 and Bernard ’80 and 
 sister of Fr. Bernard Schaefer OSB 
 ‘48, died October 20.

+ Florence “Flossie” Jungels, mother 
 of Francis ‘66, died October 22.

Alumni Taps

In Loving Memory of ...

22 - Prayers 

Schedule a Mass at Marmion Abbey
for a friend or loved one.
For more information,

contact Fr. Kenneth Theisen OSB ‘59 
at 630~897~6936, ext. 327



Yes, I would like to help shape 
Marmion’s future!

Donations are also accepted online at:
www.marmion.org/donate

Name: ____________________________ Class Yr: ______ 
Address: ________________________________________ 
City: ______________________ State: _____ Zip: _______ 
Email: __________________________________________ 

I/We would like to make a gift of:
q $1,000   q $500   q $250   q $100   q $50   q $25
q Other: $__________

Please direct my/our gift to:
q Area of Greatest Need    q Technology Fund
q Student Assistance Fund    q Fine Arts Fund
q Campus Maintenance Fund

Please make checks payable to: MARMION FUND

q Please charge my credit card $___________

Name on card: ____________________________________
q Visa   q MasterCard   q Discover

Card #: __________________________________________ 
Exp. Date: ____________ 3-Digit Security Code: __________ 
Signature: ________________________________________ 

q I/We would like to make this a Perpetual 
 Gift. (You will be notified 7 days before the above credit 
 card is charged each year.)

Please send me information on:        
q Admissions  q Planned Giving
q Employer’s Matching Gift Program    

The MARMION FUND helps 
shape Marmion’s future by:
• Funding upgrades for educational 
 programs

• Providing necessary technology 
 equipment and enhancements

• Assisting families with the cost of 
 tuition through financial aid

• Filling the gap between tuition and the 
 actual cost of educating each Cadet

• Attracting and retaining quality 
 faculty and staff

• Providing resources for professional 
 training and development 

• Improving and maintaining our 
 beautiful 325-acre campus and facilities

Help shape Marmion’s future
one piece at a time ...

In 1932, the Benedictine monks of Marmion created an exemplary school 
for young men. The Marmion monks and our Head of School, Anthony 
Tinerella ’84, have a vision of what 21st century Catholic Benedictine 
education should be and with your support, their clear vision can continue 
to become a reality.

Contributions to the Marmion Fund help keep Marmion Academy’s vision 
alive by supporting its programs, broadening its curriculum and advancing 
the professional training of its faculty. Your gift directly impacts Marmion’s 
ability to provide students and faculty with the necessary resources to 
maximize student learning and achievement. Your gift also helps to fill 
the gap between the current tuition and the actual cost of educating each 
student.

The Marmion Fund campaign is a direct way for you to help shape the future 
of Marmion Academy. Do what  you can to help Marmion stay vibrant with 
your monetary gift … you are a piece of the puzzle!

You can help shape the future of Marmion 
Academy by supporting the

2013 MARMION FUND.

Visit marmion.org/donate

FUND



Nov. 23 - Dec. 23
Daily 10 am - 7 pm

U-Cut Trees, Pre-Cut Trees,
Wreaths, Garland,

Seasonal Store, Gift Baskets

Bakery:
Weekends 10 am - 5 pm

Visit us at abbeyfarms.org
850 Butterfield Road, Aurora, IL


