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Father Cristóbal Coché Quic, O.S.B., a member of 
Marmion Abbey and Priorato San José, celebrated 
the 25th anniversary of his monastic profession on 
July 11 this summer.  Born on January 12, 1964 in the 
town of Santiago Atitlan on the shores of beautiful 
Lake Atitlan in Guatemala, he is a graduate of Cole-
gio Seminario San José.  

Father Cristóbal entered Priorato San José in 1985 and 
made his fi rst monastic profession of vows on Janu-
ary 6, 1986.  He was ordained a priest on October 16, 
1992.  Father Cristóbal is currently on the faculty of 
Colegio Seminario San José as an instructor of Theol-
ogy and serves the seminarians as a spiritual director. 
He also serves the mission as organist and provides 
pastoral assistance for area churches. He has done 
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San José Priory and Seminary have announced the 
recent opening of two new services that the Guate-
mala mission will provide.  The San José Spanish 
Academy, as it has been named, is a fully accredited 
Spanish school for teaching the Spanish language. 
It will be administered by the Benedictine monks of 
Priorato San José. 

Priory Opens Spanish Academy and Youth Retreat Center
The Academy is especially oriented toward provid-
ing an education in the Spanish language for both 
men and women who work or will work in Hispanic 
ministry. It is open to major seminarians, priests, min-
isters, religious, lay ministers and other adults inter-
ested in Hispanic ministry. Students must be 18 years 
of age or older. The Academy, using existing build-

ings, is located on the grounds 
of the priory and seminary in 
Quetzaltenango, Guatemala.  

In addition to an intensive pro-
gram and immersion in the 
Spanish language, students will 
have optional cultural, social, 
educational, travel and pasto-
ral opportunities according to 
interest.  

The resources provided by the 
San José Spanish Academy will 
provide ongoing assistance in 
funding the minor seminary of 
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Fr. Cristobal prepares to bless palms on Palm Sunday.  He celebrat-
ed the 25th anniversary of his monastic profession on July 11.
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Spanish Academy/Retreat Center (Cont.)
Colegio Seminario San José and to provide scholar-
ships for its students. These funds provided by the 
Spanish Academy will enable the Benedictine monks 
to continue to meet the ever increasing costs of edu-
cating qualifi ed young men.   
    
A second venture recently begun at the Guatemala 
mission is Casa Santa Escolástica, a small youth re-
treat center.  Using the existing, remodeled buildings 
of its former farm area, Casa Santa Escolástica is open 
to small groups of retreatants.  Its main goal is to pro-
vide a Catholic, monastic setting for youth retreats, a 
quiet and prayerful atmosphere near a major metro-
politan center, where young people can come to pray, 
to deepen their faith and to dis-
cern their vocation.  It will also 
be open to adult retreat groups. 
The ongoing funds provided 
by this new service will also be 
used to assist in the support of 
Colegio Seminario San José. 

For more information on the  
San José Spanish Academy or 
Casa Santa Escolástica, contact 
Abbot John Brahill OSB at jbra-
hill@marmion.org or (630) 897-
7215, ext. 312.

graduate work in liturgy at St. John´s University in 
Collegeville, MN.

Father Cristobal´s dedication to the prayer and work 
of the mission over these many years is certainly a 
blessing from God and a visible fruit of the efforts 
of Marmion Abbey to establish a Benedictine monas-
tery and mission in Guatemala.  

Your prayers are requested for Father Cristóbal, 
that he may have many more years of service to the 
Church and to his monastic community in Guatema-
la.  We wish to sincerely thank him for his many years 
of dedicated service to our priory and seminary and 
to the Church of Guatemala.  

Fr. Cristobal (Cont.)

Fr. Cristobal plays the organ in the San Josè Priory Church.

(ABOVE) At the San Josè Spanish Acad-
emy qualifi ed instructors provide an 
intensive, immersion in the Spanish 
language for students at all levels of 
profi ciency with an emphasis on prepa-
ration for working in the Hispanic min-
istry within the Church.

(LEFT) The Casa Santa Escolástica, a 
small youth retreat center, provides a 
Catholic, monastic setting for youth re-
treats, a quiet and prayerful atmosphere 
near a major metropolitan center, where 
young people can come to pray, deepen 
their faith and discern their vocation.
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Marmion students meet with the family that will be living 
in one of two Habitat for Humanity homes the group help to 
build during their trip to Guatemala.

An important way to help the Guatemala Mission 
is to consider a planned gift such as a bequest 
provision in your will or living trust.  Your gift 
will help to insure that our mission in Guatemala 
will continue strong for many years to come.   

For more information on how you can arrange a 
planned gift please contact:

Abbot John Brahill, O.S.B.
Marmion Abbey Guatemala Mission

1000 Butterfield Road
Aurora, IL.  60502-9742

Tel. 630-897-7215 Ext. 312
Email: jbrahill@marmion.org

Planned Giving to 
Support the Mission

Eight Marmion Academy students: Joe Brennan, 
Carter Carlson, Troy Griffi n, Matt Switzer, Alex Vai-
sil, Eric Van Scoit, Reid Weigleman and Pat Zepada 
visited Marmion Abbey’s Guatemala mission from 
June 13 through June 21.  They were accompanied by 
Marmion faculty members, Judy Kosky and Jeanne 
McLean as well as by Ed VanScoit, a current Marmion 
parent.  Fr. Abbot John joined them as well. 

The students had the opportunity to provide assis-
tance to Habitat for Humanity in building two hous-
es in the area of Quetzaltenango.  They also had the 
opportunity to live with the mission’s seminarians in 
the Colegio Seminario San José and to get to know 
them.  A few days were also spent visiting Lake Atit-
lan and Antigua Guatemala.  

This was the third Guatemala mission trip that 
Marmion Academy has offered to its students.  Previ-
ously, Marmion mission trips traveled for fi ve sum-
mers to Quito, Ecuador, to work with the poor in a lo-
cal parish.  These mission trips are part of Marmion’s  
peace and justice program and provide Marmion 
students with a greater awareness of the world, with 
hands-on experience of serving the Church in needy 
areas and learning about other cultures.   
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