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Father John Thomas Brahill OSB was elected the fi fth ab-
bot of Marmion Abbey by his fellow Benedictine monks 
on Friday, June 25.  After his election and acceptance, Ab-
bot Peter Eberle OSB, the Abbot President of the Bene-
dictine Swiss-American Congregation, immediately con-
fi rmed his election.  Bishop Thomas G. Doran, Bishop 
of the Diocese of Rockford, celebrated the Mass for the 
“Blessing of an Abbot” on August 11 in the Marmion Ab-
bey Church of St. Augustine of Canterbury.

“It is humbling to know that the monastic community 
has placed its trust in me to serve as abbot of Marmion 
Abbey,” said Abbot John.  “I accept this great responsibil-
ity in a spirit of faith in God’s divine guidance and in a 
spirit of obedience to Christ and to His Church, although 
I must also admit with trepidation.  I  know that I am 
supported by my brothers in the monastery as well as 
by many, many good people in the Academy and in our 
Guatemala mission, by alumni, parents, students, and all 
of Marmion’s very dear friends.  I count on your sup-
port.” 

Abbot John (age 61) was the Prior of Marmion’s mission 
Priory of San José in Quetzaltenango, Guatemala, for 
seventeen years (1992 – 2009). He returned to Marmion 
Abbey in January of 2009 where he served as Associate 
Director of Development until his election.  During his 
years in Guatemala he also served at various times as a 
teacher and rector at the Colegio Seminario and as Direc-
tor of Formation in the priory.  

Abbot John grew up in Bensenville IL the son of Lucille 
and the late Joseph Brahill.  After graduating in 1967 as 
a resident student at Marmion, Abbot John received a 
B.S. degree in biology from St. Louis University.  He en-
tered  Marmion Abbey in 1977.  He professed his vows 
as a Benedictine monk on August 6, 1978.  He did his 
theological studies at St. Meinrad School of Theology, St. 
Meinrad IN and Sant’ Anselmo University in Rome.  He 
was ordained to the priesthood on June 5, 1982.  

Abbot John succeeds Abbot Vincent Bataille OSB who 
served for eighteen years.  Earlier Marmion abbots in-
clude the founding abbot, Abbot Gerald Benkert OSB 
(now 101 years old), the late Abbot Mark Hogan OSB and 
Abbot David Cyr OSB.
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(Above)  Abbot John Bra-
hill OSB at the “Blessing 
of an Abbot” Mass on 
August 11, 2010.

(Right) Abbot John re-
ceives a copy of the Bene-
dictine Rule from Bishop 
Thomas G. Doran of the 
Diocese of Rockford.

(Below) Marmion’s found-
ing abbot,  Abbot Gerald 
Benkert OSB, congratu-
lates Abbot John Brahill 
OSB, elected Marmion’s 
fi fth abbot. fi
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Abbot John Brahill OSB (Cont.)

Abbot John Brahill OSB celebrates Mass  
at the Priory in Guatemala. The wooden, 
hand-carved crozier he is holding is a gift 
from the Guatemala Mission.

Abbot John is the major 
religious superior for 
38 Benedictine monks 
(26 priests, ten brothers 
and two novices), with 
33 at the Abbey and fi ve 
at the mission Priory in 
Guatemala.  As abbot, 
he is also the President 
of Marmion Academy.  
As abbot he will also 
visit the Guatemala mis-
sion from time to time.  
The mission remains a 
dependent monastery 
of Marmion Abbey, and 
as such Abbot John is 
also abbot of Priorato 
San José. 

                          

Guatemalans Visit 
Marmion Abbey

Members of the Guatemala Priory community (students, 
teachers and graduates) visited Marmion Abbey from Novem-
ber 14 - 21, 2010.  They visited Northern Illinois University, 
Waubonsee Community College and Benedictine University.
They are pictured above with Abbot John (l-r): Francisco 
Gonon, Alavaro Ordonez, Manuel Perez, Kevin Hernandez, 
Iginio Xaminez, Luis Garcia, Baudilio Velasquez, Jorge 
Galvez, Abbot John Brahill OSB, Wilson Siguenza, Armando 
Alvarado, Margarita Perez, Roberto Villatoro and Fr.  Prior 
Orlando Perez OSB.
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Funding the Guatemala Mission

Although this publication does not usually make it a practice 
to include information on the funding of the Guatemala mis-
sion, an occasional article seems to be appropriate.  Many 
of you are benefactors of our mission and are aware that we 
depend on your generosity in order to maintain the mission 
seminary.  Here are a few facts of how your gifts do make a 
difference.  During the fiscal year of 2009 (July 1 to June 30)  the 
expenses for the Guatemala mission priory and seminary were 
$373,200 with about $300,000 of this going directly to maintain 
the seminary.  $73,200 went to maintain the priory and guest 
house operations. Income generated directly at the mission, 
mostly from tuition and room and board charges, was a total 
of $154,400. The difference of $218,800 was made up by your 
generous gifts as well as income from the Guatemala Scholar-
ship Endowment Fund that is maintained at Marmion Abbey 
on behalf of the Guatemala mission. 

 As we look forward to the future of the Guatemala mission 
we see the necessity of continuing to count on your support.  
An important part of your support over the years has been to 
maintain the Guatemala Scholarship Endowment Fund.  Because 
of the recent economic recession that we have experienced and 
because of the abnormally high rate of inflation that Guatemala 
experiences, on an average of about 8 – 10% a year in most years, 
there is a pressing need to increase the endowment fund while 
at the same time continuing to meet the ever increasing daily 

operational expenses.  Funded endowments stand at $622,000.  
To meet future needs, the endowment should have a total of 
at least $2,000,000.    

New ways are being examined in order to increase the local 
income generated at the mission.  In a previous edition of this 
San Jose Mission News it was mentioned that a Development 
Office has been opened at the mission which is working with 
local friends and benefactors to help generate additional fund-
ing for the seminary. Other efforts are also being made.  The 
long-range goal is that one day the mission will be entirely 
self-supporting. 

Nevertheless, for the forseeable future the mission will remain 
dependent on the generosity of our friends here in the United 
States. Any inquiries you may have for more information or if 
you would like to establish a named endowment can be directed 
to Abbot John Brahill at Marmion Abbey, 850 Butterfield Road, 
Aurora, IL.  60502;  e mail: jbrahill@marmion.org.  

In closing we take this opportunity to thank you for your 
continued interest and support of the Guatemala mission.  We 
also assure you of our daily prayers for you and your families.  
May God bless you during this time of Christmas and during 
the New Year.  

by Abbot John Brahill, OSB
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The academic year of 2010 came to a successful conclu-
sion with graduation ceremonies held on October 8.  The 
twelve graduates of the class of 2010 were awarded their 
diplomas from Abbot John Brahill of Marmion Abbey.  
During the graduation Mass Abbot John reminded the 
graduates of their responsibility to continue their educa-
tion and to serve the Church and the people of Guate-
mala in the future.  He mentioned to them that although 
the effort to receive a good education requires sacrifi ces 
on their part, in the long-run they will be better quali-
fi ed to contribute to the life of their country and to the 
Church.  Of the twelve graduates four 
of them are planning on entering into 
religious life and the others will contin-
ue their studies at one of the universi-
ties in Guatemala. 

In the same ceremony there were also 
twenty-nine seminarians who were rec-
ognized as successfully completing the 
Basic cycle of education which includes 
the fi rst three years of the program of 
studies.  These young men will contin-
ue their studies next year at the Colegio 
Seminario, beginning what is called the 
Diversifi ed course of studies, either two 
or three years depending on the courses 
that they elect to take.  

The new academic year of 2011 will 
begin on January 12.  An enrollment of 

Seminario San José Graduating Class of 2010
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2010 graduates proudly dislay their diplomas in front of the Priory and Seminary Church after the 
graduation ceremonies on October 8.

Seminary graduates are escorted into the Graduation Mass by their parents.

130 students is expected.  During the week of November 
8 – 12 the seminary hosted its annual Admissions Week.  
Forty candidates were on hand to have a mini-experi-
ence of seminary life.  They lived at the seminary during 
this week and participated in personal interviews, talks, 
mini-classes, an admissions exam as well as other activi-
ties.  During the fi rst week of January of 2011 a second 
week is scheduled for those young men who could not 
attend the November Admissions Week.  New students 
are selected from the candidates who attend these two 
Admissions Weeks.  
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