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A Message from the 
Head of School

2 - Head of School Letter

Dear Friends,

Reflected in the Mission of Marmion Academy and in 
the work of the Benedictines for centuries, we continue 
to strive to provide the very best environment for 
learning: a community that promotes and furthers the 
spiritual, academic, and leadership development of 
our young men. The traditions we continue to build 
upon, coupled with several new initiatives started these past two years, are what keep 
Marmion Academy at the top of a very short list of outstanding school communities.  

It has been a great start to the academic year at the Academy! In August, we welcomed to the 
Marmion brotherhood a diverse group of 130 new faces, who collectively scored higher on 
our Entrance Exam than any other class in the past 11 years.  The initiatives that were launched 
this year, specifically the One-to-One iPad Program, expanded counseling department and 
student support program have enhanced our efforts to provide individualized support to 
ensure academic success for each student. Our most recent graduating class produced ACT 
scores at a five year high with the top 25% of the class scoring an ACT Composite Score 
Average of 32.5 and a school average near 27, as compared to the State of Illinois ACT 
Composite Score Average at 20.5.  

As a 21st century college preparatory learning community, it is our task to continue to 
ready our young men for success by providing them with invaluable spiritual, educational, 
and leadership development opportunities. Whether our students are working through the 
Campus Ministry Outreach Program by leading retreats for area 8th graders, assisting with 
Special Olympics events and at Hope Wall School for the handicapped, repairing homes 
for the less privileged during the annual Nazareth Farm mission trip, serving area grade 
schools through the “Crayons for Kids” project, or providing local tutoring assistance – our 
students continue to exemplify what it means to be “Men of Marmion.” 

We are all blessed to be a part of the Marmion Family. Together we can continue the efforts 
started over 80 years ago by a group of Benedictine Monks who had the courage and strength 
to start a new school on the banks of the Fox River. Generations of dedicated community 
members continue to look to all of us to assure the next 80 years are as successful as the first. 
It is with your support that we continue to renew this special place – one that touches our 
hearts and impacts our lives in so many ways. 

May God bless all of you and your families – and may God continue to bless Marmion 
Academy. 

Respectfully,

Anthony Tinerella ’84
Head of School and Principal
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Someone You Should Know: Br. André Charron OSB
By Fr. Charles Reichenbacher OSB ’59

In the Footsteps of St. Paul: Greece and Turkey
May 20 - June 2, 2015

Highlights of Tour: 
Athens, Corinth, Meteora,

Berea, Thessalonika, Philippi,
Troy, Pergamos, Ephesus, Smyrna

and Istanbul (two days)

For information please contact Fr. Thomas Bailey OSB
at 660-944-2844 or tbailey@conception.edu

Ten years ago Brother André Charron OSB entered 
Marmion Abbey, transferring as a professed religious of the 
Congregation of the Little Brothers of the Good Shepherd.  
Born in Garden City MI in 1955 and raised in the Dearborn, 
Wayne and Westland areas, he is the oldest of three sisters 
and a brother. He was attracted to the Little Brothers of 
the Good Shepherd because of their health care work with 
the poor, the disabled and the elderly. During his novitiate 
in 1979-1981 at Good Shepherd Manor, Momence IL, he 
came in contact with the Marmion Benedictines when he 
and his classmates came to the Abbey for some classes in 
spirituality from Father Wulstan Mork OSB.

Brother André took 
his first religious vows 
in August 1981 and 
perpetual vows in 1985 
as a Good Shepherd 
Brother.  He completed 
his B.A. in family 
studies and psychology 
at the University of 
New Mexico (1993) 
and his M.A. in health 

administration at Chapman University, Orange CA (1995).  
He worked in health care with the developmentally disabled 
and the aged at Good Shepherd centers in Ohio, Missouri 
and New Mexico. He was the CEO of the Good Shepherd 
Center for the homeless in Albuquerque NM and later the 
Camillus House for the homeless in Miami FL.

In 2004, the 25th year of Brother André’s religious life, he 
felt God was calling him to a more balanced life of prayer 
and work in the monastic life of Marmion Abbey. He did 
not make this decision lightly, as he was a highly respected 

member of the Good Shepherd Brothers, but after a long 
period of prayer and discernment. On July 11, 2007, the 
feast of St. Benedict, Brother André and his classmate the 
late Father Damien Daprai OSB professed solemn vows as 
Benedictine monks.

His health care talents have been a blessing for the Abbey, 
especially for the elderly members. When asked to relate 
some rewarding experiences at Marmion, he readily 
mentioned his ministering to his brother monks who 
were on the threshold of going to heaven: Brothers Placid, 
Anselm and Joseph; Fathers Martin, Barnabas, George and 
Gregory were all under his care in the Abbey Infirmary.

The other very rewarding experience is his on-going 
teaching in the Academy. This is his tenth year of teaching 
freshmen theology. He loves it when a student’s eyes light 
up when a particular concept is finally understood. He 
considers his students as gifts from God—although a work 
in progress.

I asked Brother to sum up these past ten years, and he used 
his favorite quote:  “Leave the PAST to the mercy of God; the 
PRESENT to His love; and the FUTURE to His providence.”

This 14 day trip is promoted by Fr. Thomas Bailey OSB,
a monk of Marmion, who is a staff member of Conception
Seminary in northwest Missouri. 

The tour departs from Kansas City (MCI) Airport with
a layover at O’Hare Airport, Chicago

$4,499 per person
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Graduation in Guatemala:
49th Academic Year
By Abbot John Brahill OSB ’67
Marmion Abbey’s Guatemala Mission Colegio Seminario 
concluded its 49th academic year. I traveled to Marmion’s 
Guatemala Mission on October 6 and presided over the 
Mission school’s graduation Mass and ceremony which took 
place on October 18. Sixteen young men graduated from the 
school’s upper level, college-prep program of diversified 
studies. Another seven young men graduated from the 
lower level basic program of studies and qualify to continue 
next year in the upper level program of studies. During the 
Mass, I encouraged the graduates to be men of honesty, 
discipline and hard work; to be Catholic men of faith; to 
build upon the moral, spiritual and educational foundation 
that they achieved at the Colegio Seminario; and  to be future 
leaders who make a positive difference in the service of their 
communities and in their country. 

Top: Abbot John Brahill OSB with the Class of 2014;
Bottom left: Br. Armando Menchu OSB with graduate Juan Tepaz 

Raxuleu; Bottom right: Abbot John addresses the Class of 2014 

Unique Gifts at Abbey Farms Seasonal Store
By Adam Voirin ’02, Abbey Farms Director of Operations

Abbey Farms has made a lot of changes this past year! Our 
seasonal store at The Nagel Emporium will be in full swing 
this Christmas! Come explore over 6000 sq. ft. of unique gifts, 
delicious treats and warm atmosphere. Bring the family to visit 
with Santa at Abbey Farms this Christmas season! 

The Nagel Emporium will now be home to our fresh precut 
Christmas tree lot, wreaths, garland and much, much more.  

      Lastly, be sure to visit our brand new bakery in The Nagel  
              Emporium and grab a dozen or two of our fresh homemade 
          donuts, pies or bread!

                                              abbeyfarms.org

HOURS:
The Nagel Emporium will be open every day

Nov. 22 through Dec. 23
from 10 AM to 7 PM

(Thanksgiving Day 10 AM  to 2 PM)

      NEW THIS YEAR!
Reserve your

Hoka turkey and fresh 
pumpkin pie for your

       perfect family
Thanksgiving dinner! 

Call 630-966-7775
or visit

abbeyfarms.org
4 - Priory/Abbey Farms 



Kelsey Bohr has a B.A. from Northern 
Illinois University. An Aurora native, she is 
a 2009 graduate of Aurora Central Catholic 
High School, and a lifelong member of 
Annunciation BVM Parish. Kelsey, a 
Learning Behavior Specialist, is excited 
to be piloting the Freshman Skills course, 
and is looking forward to being a part of 
Marmion’s proactive approach for meeting 
the needs of and supporting all students.

Dan Heckle ’92  has a B.A. from North Central College. 
His career foundation has been built on 
roles in product/business development 
and sales leadership, taking him across the 
globe. In 2007 he earned his certificate of 
completion from Northwestern University 
Master of Product Development, Managing 
Product Design and Development program. 
As Marmion’s Community Outreach 
Coordinator, Dan is introducing Marmion 
to new businesses and helping create new 
family relationships in the community. He is also the Pep 
Club Moderator. Dan currently resides in Bartlett with his 
wife Dorothy and their two children.

Ophelia Hernandez has been subbing in the receptionist 
position since 2009 and began as the 
full-time receptionist in May 2014. She 
and her husband Steve have three sons, 
Steven, Javier ‘00 and Daniel ‘06. She has 
volunteered with the Sports Boosters and 
Parents’ Club, and held several positions 
in the Mothers’ Club including that of 
President in 2005-06. Her experience within 
a school environment began in Miami 
where she was an Administrative Assistant 
to the Principal/Owner of a prominent private elementary 
school for 11 years. Her husband Steve is a Life Trustee of 
Marmion.

Michael Meaden is a new member of the 
mathematics and science departments. 
Prior to teaching at Marmion, he earned his 
Master’s Degree in Applied Mathematics 
at the University of Arizona, where he 
taught several introductory college level 
mathematics courses. He is 2011 graduate 
from Elmhurst College, where he earned 
a Bachelor’s Degree in Mathematics and 
Physics, with a minor in Computer Science. 
Michael has been involved in several research projects, 
including programs at Indiana University, the Institute for 
Mathematics and its Applications (IMA) at the University 
of Minnesota, and at the Elmhurst College BITS Lab, 
where he is currently developing code for a low-cost flow 
visualization system, and implementing methods to map a 
rat whisker as it responds to an air current.

As a school community, we continue to look for ways to 
build upon our tradition of success in developing the 
spiritual life, academic potential, and leadership skills of 
the young men entrusted to us. An important piece of the 
success factor is creating and maintaining a supportive 
environment that allows for each student to reach his 
own individual potential. This has been at the heart of the 
Marmion experience for generations. 

As we add new technology and courses such as 
Computational-STEM and SolidWorks-CAD (pg. 7), we 
must also have in place systems to guide and support the 
students from the moment they enter the Academy. All 
students benefit from resources such as academic planning 
and support, college planning, skill development, social-
emotional support, and spiritual guidance.  As part of our 
renewed support efforts, Mr. David Rakow has joined Mr. 
Dan Thorpe, Director of College Guidance and Mrs. Judy 
Kosky in the Counseling Department.  

Mr. Rakow, who has been part of the Marmion Community 
since 2006 as a instructor and coach, is a learning behavioral 
specialist and will serve as a second Academic Counselor, 
specifically working with the freshmen and sophomore 
students. 

Studies show that for many students, a successful transition 
from eighth to ninth grade can be the most pivotal factor in 
determining long-term academic success. Marmion is now 
assisting in this transition, as all freshmen are now required 
to participate in a skills course, taught by Ms. Kelsey Bohr, a 
learning specialist who also assists in the Academic Center. 

The Voice of 
Marmion

Bettie Hurtt was honored at the May 2014 PRIDE 
Assembly for her 42 years of service to Marmion as 
the office receptionist. The entire Marmion community 
wishes her a well deserved and happy retirement.

New Faculty and StaffCounseling Department 
Expands 
By Anthony Tinerella ’84, Head of School and Principal
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Students Receive Academic Accolades

National Merit Scholarship Competition
Seniors Joseph Dutton, Jacob Ebert and Robert Stephens, 
Jr. have been named Semifinalists in the 60th annual 
National Merit Scholarship Program. Their Semifinalist 
status is based on their scores on the 2013 Preliminary 
SAT/National Merit Scholarship Qualifying Test (PSAT/
NMSQT). The nationwide pool of approximately 16,000 
Semifinalists, representing less than one percent of U.S. 
high school seniors, includes the highest scoring students 
in each State. Dutton, Ebert and Stephens will continue 
in the competition for one of some 7,600 National Merit 
Scholarships worth more than $33 million that will be 
offered next spring.

Seniors Jonathan Delmonico and Thomas Sieben have 
been honored with Commended status in the 2015 National 
Merit Scholarship Competition. Delmonico and Sieben 
placed among the top five percent of more than 1.5 million 
students who entered the 2015 competition.

National Honor Society
Members of the National Honor Society are chosen 
based upon their outstanding performance in the areas 
of scholarship, service, leadership, and character. There 
are currently 40 seniors in Marmion’s chapter of NHS: 
Noel Abraham, Patrick Baker, Thomas Bergen, Kermith 
Bilbao, Brady Bobbitt, Sean Campbell, Jacob Cornish, 
Jonathan Delmonico, Sean Dickerson, Jack Doroff, Reilly 
Dougherty, Connor Dunleavy, Joseph Dutton, Jacob Ebert, 

Jacob Esp, Brendan Fitzpatrick, Andrew Glanville, Jordan 
Glasgow, Andrew Hartmann, Arion Huebner, Richie 
Jarnell, Trevor Jones, Russell Joyce, Alexander Juriga, 
Trenton Medernach, Eric Ortlund, Neil Peterson, Evan 
Pickard, William Porteous, Henry Quinn, Joseph Raucci, 
Colten Renier, Sharbel Romanos, Colin Sheehan, Thomas 
Sieben, Robert Stephens, Blake Turcich, Alexander 
Vandenberg, Caleb Vidad, and Anthony Wegman.

ACT Scores
The Class of 2014 ACT Scores are among the highest scores 
recorded at Marmion Academy in the last five years. The 
Class as a whole had an average composite score of 26.6 
compared to the State average of 20.7 and the national 
average of 21.0 (see chart below). The top 50% of the Class of 
2014 scored an average of 30.5, with the top 25% scoring an 
average of 32.5.

ACT also measures College Readiness Standards by 
looking at ACT Benchmark scores. A benchmark score is 
the minimum score needed on an ACT subject area test to 
indicate a 50% chance of obtaining a B or higher or about a 
75% chance of obtaining a C or higher in the corresponding 
credit-bearing first-year college courses. 79.5% of the Class 
of 2014 met all 4 benchmark scores, compared to 25% of all 
2014 Illinois graduates and 26% of nation-wide graduates.

Twenty-three seniors were commissioned 
Extraordinary Ministers of the Eucharist in 
September. 

They are: Noel Abraham, Paul Bancroft, 
Thomas Boland, Jack Cason, Reilly 
Dougherty, Benjamin Freda, Daniel 
Garza, Andrew Glanville, Trevor Jones, 
Russell Joyce, Samuel Liesen, Brodie 
Malatt, Timothy Mason, Colten Renier, 
Sharbel Romanos, Michael Seeman, 
Thomas Sieben, Robert Stephens, 
Blake Turcich, Conroy Unruh,  Anthony 
Wegman, and Patrick Zolfo (not pictured 
Alex Vandenberg).

Eucharistic Ministers Commissioned

(l-r) Stephens, Sieben, Dutton, Ebert and Delmonico
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SCHOLARSHIP QUALIFYING

ENTRANCE EXAMACADEMY

SATURDAY,
DEC. 6, 2014

9:00 AM

Apply Online:
marmion.org/

admissions

Expanding Technology
By Dr. Victor Pinks II  ’72, Director of Technology, C/PARC

Academic Scholarships 
at an All-Time High

Financial Aid Approaches
$500,000

Visual learners excel with new iPad Airs
This is the first year of our iPad implementation program. 
In August freshmen, sophomores and their instructors 
received iPads at registration. Students are very comfortable 
with this new technology and are excited to be able to use 
ebooks for dynamic visual content. Currently we have 
deployed 285 iPad Airs to students and faculty and are 
gearing up to expand this offering to the entire school. 

In the months prior to registration, several changes were 
made to Marmion’s IT infrastructure to handle the new 
demands for digital information. Such changes included 
new servers, switches, and wifi in all student areas. 
Additionally, AppleTVs were installed in all teaching 
areas that will allow students and instructors the ability 
to share iPad screen content with their classmates. The 
instructors will be using a product called Casper Focus to 
monitor student iPad screens and “focus” students to the 
digital content of their lesson. This is all possible through 
a sophisticated mobile device management system (MDM) 
called JSS.

It’s a sight to see students now with their eyes on their 
ebooks, a sure sign that the 21st century has arrived at 
Marmion.

CT-STEM course 
offers student 
internship activities

Marmion’s new Engineer- 
ing Design I & II and Com- 
putational Science & Engineering (CT-STEM) courses 
are complementary in their goal to offer students a solid 
background in simulation prototyping. Simulation 
prototyping is a high value direction for many industries 
today promising greater profitability through cost savings 
on innovation. Our C/PARC SPC businesses feed real world 
projects to students to enhance their resumes for college 
and careers.

For more information on iPad deployment and CT-STEM, 
please contact Dr. Victor Pinks II (vpinks@marmion.org).

Thirteen academic scholarships valued at 
$237,200 will be awarded to members of the 
Class of 2019 based on their scores on the 
Entrance/Scholarship Qualifying Exam on 
December 6, 2014. This is a record number 
and value for academic scholarships. There 
are currently 38 students receiving $152,700 
in academic scholarships.

The scholarship program was begun in 1959 
to attract and retain gifted students who can 
be pacesetters for their classmates and help 
raise the academic competition level for 
all. More information on the scholarships 
available can be found at marmion.org/
admissions.

The Financial Aid program was begun in 1971 to assist 
parents in meeting private school tuition obligations.  In 
the current school year Marmion granted $458,475 to 117 
students (23% of 509 total enrollment).  

Once students are accepted for enrollment, parents can 
apply for financial assistance. Financial Aid can only be 
given for proven financial need. Parents must submit a 
Parents’ Confidential Financial Report (similar to colleges) 
and a copy of their most recent Income Tax Form. This 
information is processed by an outside company and their 
recommendations then go to a Financial Aid Committee 
for review and acceptance. Students receiving aid must do 
approved Work for Your Education jobs and projects around 
campus. 

Left: Fr. Basil Yender OSB 
’61 utilizes new iPads to  
instruct his freshman  
Honors Theology class.
Top right: Brian Katz ’15 
works on a 3D remotely 
operated underwater 
vehicle model that will 
be CFD analyzed using 
SOLIDWORKS Flow 
Simulation.
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Cadets Promoted at Sabre Ceremony
Marmion Academy’s JROTC program honored 40 cadets 
with military promotions at the annual Sabre Ceremony on 
Friday, September 5. These senior cadets were presented 
with a sabre (officers) or a sword (sergeants) by their parents, 
as they were promoted to the highest ranks available in 
the JROTC program. The following are Marmion’s JROTC 
student leaders for the 2014-15 school year:

Battalion Commander Alexander Vandenberg, Executive 
Officer Sharbel Romanos, Adjutant Thomas Sieben, 
Information Officer Trevor Jones, Operations Officer 
Russell Joyce, Logistics Officer Andrew Hartmann, 
Command Sergeant Major Eric Ortlund, Personnel Sergeant 
William Porteous, Information Sergeant Andrew Glanville, 
Operations Sergeant Neil Peterson, and Logistic Sergeant 
Colten Renier; Headquarters Company Commander 
Robert Stephens, Company Executive Officer Jacob 
Nardone, 1st Platoon Leader Gabriel Groom, 2nd Platoon 
Leader Arion Huebner, and First Sergeant Henry Quinn; 
Alpha Company Commander Blake Turcich, Company 
Executive Officer Nicholas Grisch, 1st Platoon Leader Sean 
Campbell, 2nd Platoon Leader Jorge Ochoa, 3rd Platoon 
Leader Jacob Ebert, First Sergeant Joseph Raucci; Bravo 
Company Commander Trenton Medernach, Company 
Executive Officer Cole Buschbacher, 1st Platoon Leader 

Connor Dunleavy, 2nd Platoon Leader Thomas Boland, 
3rd Platoon Leader Reilly Dougherty, and First Sergeant 
Kyle Urbanik; Charlie Company Commander Anthony 
Wegman, Company Executive Officer Colin Sheehan, 1st 
Platoon Leader Paul Bancroft, 2nd Platoon Leader Joseph 
Cherwin, 3rd Platoon Leader Luke Juriga, and First 
Sergeant Elijah Grabowski; Delta Company Commander 
Noel Abraham, Company Executive Officer Joseph Dutton, 
1st Platoon Leader Jack Doroff, 2nd Platoon Leader Thomas 
Bergan, 3rd Platoon Leader John Gauthier, and First 
Sergeant Matthew Milder.

L&S and LEAD Celebrate 20 Years
The 20th anniversary of Marmion’s L&S and LEAD program was celebrated at the annual 
LEAD Commissioning Ceremony on October 5. In honor of the past 20 years, a Founders 
Club, comprised of 45 LEAD alumni, was established. The men initiated into the Founders 
Club were invited to celebrate this wonderful event with the current LEAD students and 
their parents.

Members of the Founders Club are: Eric Fleming ’96,  Anthony Bellafiore ’96, Steven Hulce 
’98, Loren Hoff ’98, Jeffrey Smith ’99, Adam Patricoski ’99, Bradley Hucker ’99, Nicholas 

Williams ’00, Reilly O’Connor ’00, Patrick Brown ’00, Matthew Patricoski ’01, Patrick Carrigan ’02, John Clementz ’02, 
Ryan P. Smith ’03, Michael White ’03, John Fuja ’04, John Strong ’04, David Ebeling ’05, Christopher Barnes ’05, Nicholas 
McCollum ’05, Joseph McLean ’06, Robert Fitzsimmons ’06, James Ahearn ’06, Patrick Gibson ’07, Karl Eckberg ’07, Taylor 
Weis ’08, W. Brent Rosenfelder ’08, Ryan Boone ’09, +Joseph Fuja ’09, Mitchell Ruble ’09, Maxwell Rosenfelder ’10, Jeffrey 
McLean ’10, Andrew Koch ’11, Evan Lefelstein ’11, Bennett Marsh ’11, Connor Valaik ’12, 
Jeffrey Winkle ’12, David Thielen ’12, Daniel McLean ’12, Conor Clingen ’13, Matthew 
Switzer ’13, Macdonald Phelan ’13, Erik Eckberg ’14, Nicholas Ruble ’14, Timothy Rydecki 
’14 and John Donahue-Grossman, the first L&S Director.

Guest speaker Brent Rosenfelder ’08 (pictured above) remarked, “The LEAD alumni are active 
leaders in a variety of industries today because we utilize the same foundation of skills 
learned from this unique program. Even after 20 years, this program remains revolutionary 
and one of a kind. Over the next 20 years, this program will continue to teach students how to 
master the element of change through the synergy of great teamwork. As men of Marmion, 
and as men of the LEAD Program, your character and skill set will carry you and your teams 
to great heights, and there is no limit to what you might achieve.”

Right: Student Director Evan Pickard ’15 (right) presents freshman Nicholas Ward with his
LEAD insignia patch. Nicholas is one of 28 new members of the LEAD program.

Shawn Glanville 
presents a sword 

to his son,
Information 

Sergeant 
Andrew

Glanville.
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Homecoming 2014
The 2014 Homecoming festivities began on Saturday, 
September 27 with the Homecoming Kick-Off Party which 
included a parade, pep rally, volleyball tournament, faculty/
staff dunk tank, bonfire and fireworks. The Homecoming 
football game was held on Friday, October 3. Half-time 
ceremonies included the presentation of the Homecoming 
Court and the JROTC Pass-in-Review. The “Casino Royale” 
Student Dance was on Saturday, October 4 on campus.

Marmion’s 2014 Homecoming Royalty (pictured above, left to 
right): Blake Turcich, Mary McSharry, Tom Bergan, Kayla 
Gomez, Colleen Dorfler, Noel Abraham, Queen Rachel 
Neff, and King Anthony Wegman.

Academy - 9



Football
2014 marks a transitional year as the Cadets entered the 
prestigious 100 year old Chicago Catholic League in the 
Green Division. The new conference brings De La Salle, 
Marmion, St. Francis, Montini and Fenwick together. The 
Cadets’ regular season record 6-3 at all levels of the program, 
Frosh, Soph, and Varsity. Sean Campbell was selected Daily 
Herald Defensive Player of the Week for game three and 
Jordan Glasgow was selected Daily Herald Defensive Player 
of the Week for game seven.  The Cadets joined the NFL in 
their support of Domestic Violence Awareness by wearing 
purple socks during the month of October. Coach Dan 
Thorpe had special meetings with each level to speak to 
them about being an all-around good person  and to never 
abuse family members,  girlfriends or children through 
physical or emotional violence.

Luke Juriga ’15 narrowed his Division I Football full-ride 
scholarship offers down to the U.S. Air Force Academy and 
Western Michigan University and he has decided to declare 
early to accept the football scholarship offer from Western 
Michigan University. Many additional players are still 
looking at college football opportunities.

The Cadets head into the State Playoffs for the sixth time in 
the ten years that Coach Thorpe has been the coach! 

Cross Country
The Cross Country team is in a great position as they head 
into the post season meets. Senior Brady Bobbitt leads a 
group of talented runners who aspire to reach the IHSA State 
Meet in 3A for the first time in Marmion history. Bobbitt, 
one of sixty-eight runners on the team, is the top Marmion 
runner and has already run one of the fastest times in the 
State clocking a time of 14:53 at a meet in mid-September. 
In addition to Bobbitt, Junior Andrew Burroughs, freshman 
Michael Ronzone, and sophomore Andrew Lifka have 
been running strong all year. Each athlete put in a fantastic 
summer of training and have achieved personal best times 
during the course of the season.
 
Senior Paul Bancroft, junior Christian Surtz, and sophomore 
Jimmy Milder all recently ran personal best times at the 
West Aurora Stampede on October 11 and competed on 
varsity for the Cadets at the Regional cross country meet 
on October 25. Six teams qualify from the Regional Meet 
with only five teams moving on from Sectionals to State. 
Marmion qualified for State with Bobbitt finishing first at 
Regional! With the team running well, only time will tell if 
this team has what it takes to race into history.

Cadets Fall Season Update
By Dan Heckle ’92, Community Outreach Coordinator

Left: Luke Juriga ’15 (#56) 
and Jeremy Daum ’16 
(#52) help clear the way 
for Matt Ferraro ’16 (#33) 
at the Aurora Christian 
game.

Right: Brady Bobbitt ’15 
(left) has one of the fastest 
times in the state (14:53).
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Soccer
The Marmion Soccer team began the year at the challenging Barrington Classic. The 
Cadets continued their home winning streak beating Plainfield East, Willowbrook, 
St. Francis, DeKalb, Minooka, Mt. Carmel and St. Rita. In the new Chicago Catholic 
League Conference, the Cadets were on pace to win the championship title but lost a 
nail biter to Brother Rice which put them in third place in the Conference. Sophomore 
Nick Grant led the team in goals this year with 13 goals. The Cadets advanced to post-
season play but lost 2-0 to Naperville North in the Regional Semi-Finals. Coach Del 
Toro remarked, “We are proud of the work the boys put into this year. We remained 
undefeated at home for the second year in a row!” The Marmion soccer family 
acknowledges this year’s seniors Gavin Sanchez, Landon Meyer, Sean Dickerson, 
Blake Turcich and Trevor Jones. 

Golf by Luke Hoss ’16
With a new look and mentality, the Golf team has exceeded its goals this season. With 
a short schedule due to not being in a conference, the Cadets saw Wheaton Warrenville 
South, St. Francis, and Benet Academy as the only big dual matches on their schedule. 
After a 4th place finish at the Palatine Hills invite and a 3rd place finish at the Glenbard 
North invite, the Cadets were ready for WWS, a state qualifying team. With scores of 
37 (Nick Huggins ’17), 37 (Luke Hoss ’16), 38 (Jackson Clark ’16), and 40 (Joey Fremgen ’16), Marmion defeated Wheaton 
Warrenville South 152-157 (Royal Hawk CC Par 37) for the first time in five years. It was a well deserved win for the Cadets 
that only gave them more confidence leading into the Geneva Invite where they placed 3rd out of 18 teams with a steady 
team score of 308. They won on a 5th scorecard playoff between Elgin taking home the hardware at Elgin CC with a score 
of 318. After coming off that win and a week of practice, the Cadets were ready to take on some of the biggest teams in the 
state. As the season continued, the team won over St. Francis 149-166 and took another first place finish at the Rockford East 
Invite shooting a 315 to win the 27 team meet. It was an impressive week for the Cadets, especially the dual match against 
St. Francis where Huggins led the team with a 1 under 35 and Hoss, Clark and Fremgen followed him with three 38s. In the 
upcoming weeks, the Cadets will seek to meet the rest of their goals that will ultimately lead them back to the IHSA State 
Tournament. With nine juniors on the team, the future is bright for this young team.

Left (l-r): Joey Fremgen ’16, Luke Hoss ’16, J. Callahan 
‘16, Nick Huggins ’17, and Jackson Clark ’16 celebrate 
winning the South Elgin Invitational.

Cadet sports updates can be found on the 
Marmion Academy Facebook page, the 

Cadetsports Facebook page and at 
http://il.8to18.com/marmion.

Varsity player Nick Grant ’17
led the Cadets in goals.

Joseph Currie, a 1982 Marmion graduate 
and member of the Cadets coaching staff 
since 1994, has been named the new Head 
Basketball Coach. Coach Currie brings with 
him decades of basketball experience ranging 
from coaching at the collegiate and various 
high school levels to coaching and organizing 
camps at the youth level.

During his three years as an assistant coach at 
Waubonsee Community College, Waubonsee 
was a two-time National Tournament 
Qualifier. At Marmion, Currie’s teams have 
won or tied for conference titles at each 

level. His coaching accomplishments expand 
beyond the court. As the freshman football 
Head Coach, Currie has had two undefeated, 
Conference Championship seasons in the 
past eight years.  

“Coach Currie brings a wealth of experience 
to our basketball program,” adds Joe Chivari, 
Marmion Athletic Director. “He has been 
part of the Marmion coaching family for 
many years and has always been successful.  
I am confident that he will continue to have 
success.”

Currie Named Head Basketball Coach
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Board of Trustees Officers/Members Elected
By Madelyn Weed, Director of Advancement

New Chairperson
John Cibulskis ’70 of Aurora was 
elected to a two-year term as the Board 
Chairperson at the June meeting. 
John has served as a Marmion trustee 
since 1998 and was chairperson of the 
Board’s Development Committee. He 
also served as Co-Chair of Campaign 
Marmion which resulted in the building 
of the Regole Field House, remodeling 

of the Regole Science Center, parking infrastructure and 
many of the new playing fields. John now serves as the 
chairperson of the Board’s Executive Committee. He is 
retired as the Principal Partner at Aurora Air Products, Inc.  
He and wife Paula are Life Members of the Abbot Marmion 
Society. John is part of a three generation Marmion family: 
father (+John, Sr. ’32), brothers (Donald ’59, Richard ’64 and 
Ronald ’71) and sons (Joseph ’01 and Michael ’06).
 
New Trustees

Alexandra Juriga of Yorkville is the 
Administrator/Owner of River Heights 
Veterinary Hospital in Oswego. She 
and Dr. Stephen have one son (Alex 
‘15) and three daughters. They are 
Life Members of the Abbot Marmion 
Society.

 

Thomas Kilian, Sr. ’69 of Chicago is 
the Chief Information Officer at The 
Warranty Group in Chicago. This is 
Tom’s second time serving on the 
Marmion Board. He previously served 
one term as a Trustee in 1999. He and 
Susan have one son and one daughter 
and are Life Members of the Abbot 
Marmion Society.

 
Dr. Casey Mulligan ’87 of Flossmoor 
is a Professor of Economics at the 
University of Chicago. He and Julia 
have three sons and two daughters 
and are Life Members of the Abbot 
Marmion Society. Casey is the son 
of Marmion Life Trustee, Thomas 
Mulligan.

 
Two trustees, Ken Nagel ’60 and Carl Deufel ’77, were 
elected Life Trustees after serving actively on the board for 
20 and 9 years respectively.
 
This advisory board of 26 life and 33 active trustees meets 
three times a year.  All active trustees serve on one or more 
of the following committees: Executive, Development, 
Finance, Investment (subcommittee) and Marketing.
 

A full list of the Board of Trustees is available at
www.marmion.org/trustees.

      ou are graciously invited to attend or sponsor the longest running high school dinner dance 
fundraiser in the Chicagoland area – not to mention the most stunning.  Unlike many school fundraisers, 
there are no raffles, auctions or drink tickets to purchase at Salute to Youth. Instead you will be treated 
to an extended cocktail hour replete with delicious hors d’oeuvres, an elegant dinner and the warmth 
of Marmion hospitality and camaraderie in the Benedictine tradition. 

Visit  marmion.org/salute  for all the details.

Funding Our Educational Goals

Please join us on Saturday, April 25th

for the 53rd Salute to Youth Dinner Dance!
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Marmion Students Innovate for a Greener Campus
By Joseph Cordogan ’09, Advancement Office Intern

Marmion has a long history of encouraging students to 
act on their own ideas. From Brian Zimmerman ’07 with 
Crayons for Kids to John King’s ’16 Project Uganda, Marmion 
is a place where the idea of an individual can grow and 
become a reality. It should not surprise any of us, therefore, 
to learn that yet another idea of two Marmion students is 
coming to fruition. This includes a vision that may change 
the face of buildings here at Marmion, and it started with a 
simple thought “[Marmion] can be more green than this.”

You may think green energy would be the 
last thing on the minds of two high school 
seniors, but when it comes to Dan 
Garza and Malcolm Confer, this 
is not the case. Dan and Malcolm 
are co-founders as well as co-
presidents of Marmion’s 
newly reformed Green Club. 
“We looked at what Green Club 
did; it was just walking around 
the school picking up recycling. 
We thought to ourselves, ‘great, 
but we can do more!’” That was 
the simple thought that sparked 
something so much bigger. It was this 
thought process that brought a 30-foot 
wind turbine to Marmion’s campus.

After working to measure energy consumption 
in different buildings and areas of the Marmion 
campus, Dan and Malcolm became interested in renewable 
energy sources to help supplement Marmion’s power 
usage. Looking for help, they spoke with the Sullivan 
Energy Group, headed by Mark Sullivan, father of Stanley 
’13 and Jordan ’15. Excited by Dan and Malcolm’s efforts 
to implement more green technology at Marmion, the 
Sullivan Energy Group graciously donated a wind turbine 
to the school to help with the effort. A proposal has been 
made to erect the turbine near the football field where it will 
help power athletic facilities.

Dan and Malcolm are sharing what they’ve learned about 
green energy with other students at Marmion. They have 

reformed the Green Club, an effort that will help perpetuate 
the work they have started long after their graduation. As 
seniors, they leveraged their unique leadership positions in 
the school to engage other students in green energy. They 
have embraced the meaning of leadership on multiple levels 
becoming standouts among their peers and champions of 
technology and idealism.

Innovation from students like Dan and Malcolm will 
continue to drive Marmion long into the future. 

Dan and Malcolm envision a Marmion that 
uses solar panels, wind turbines, passive 

solar heating, and other technologies to 
reduce Marmion’s global footprint. 
Marmion is proud to encourage 
initiative and innovation from its 
students because thinking like 
this leads to a stronger Marmion 
community and a better world.

Funding Our Educational Goals

Dan Garza (sitting) and Malcolm Confer
by the 30 ft. post of the donated wind turbine,

a renewable energy source that may help power
athletic facilities in the near future.  
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In the News ...
Alumnus Entrepreneur
Just a few years after launching a 
football cleat business, Christian 
Anderson, a 2004 Marmion graduate 
and Marmion’s new Director of 
Alumni Relations, signed a licensing 
agreement with Champ/MacNeill 
Engineering to distribute his 
company’s products internationally 
and to expand the technology into 
other sports.
 

Position-Tech has sold its customizable replacement cleats 
to retail stores and to the NCAA and National Football 
League teams. Anderson shares, “The big wins like usage 
in the NFL and obtaining big-box retail accounts are always 
fun to reflect on … but the true feeling of satisfaction comes 
from the memories of not taking salaries, doing assembly 
in house our first year and figuring out how to coordinate 
engineers, manufacturers and creative teams to build the 
Position-Tech brand.”
 
Anderson continues to funnel his entrepreneurial attitude 
into his work at Marmion. “There are far more parallels 
than I anticipated between my past and present roles,” 
Anderson says. “One of my true passions at Position-Tech 
was fundraising, and I am excited to bring what I learned 
through working with our investors to my current role at 
Marmion.”

Junior Wins National Video Contest
Junior Christian Surtz is one of two 
national 16-18 year-old winners 
of the IP (Intellectual Property) 
Video Contest. The IP Video 
Contest asked contestants to create 
a 90-second video explaining the 
importance of the patent system 
and how a patented invention has 
had an effect on their lives or the 
life of an inventor. Surtz’s video 

features Knuckle Lights TM, hand-held lights designed 
for safe walking/running/cycling in the dark, invented by 

Dan Hopkins. This invention has had a positive impact on 
Surtz, a cross country runner and actively involved student 
at Marmion Academy, by allowing him to run in the dark 
thereby freeing up daytime hours for many of his other 
activities.

Surtz received a $5,000 scholarship and will be honored 
at the IPO Education Foundation’s Awards Dinner on 
December 9, 2014 in Washington, DC.  Surtz’s video can be 
viewed at marmion.org/surtz .

Senior Awarded Eagle Scout
Senior Conroy Unruh was 
recognized in a ceremony at 
Johnson’s Mound Forest Preserve 
on October 12 for earning the highest 
advancement rank the Boy Scouts of 
America offers to Scouts, the Eagle 
Scout Award. He is a member of the 
Three Fires Council, Troop 3, and 
is one of approximately 4 percent 
of all Boy Scouts who achieve the 

Eagle rank, according to Scoutmaster Tim Jungels.  

To earn the Eagle Scout rank, a Boy Scout must fulfill 
requirements in the areas of leadership, service, and outdoor 
skills. Each candidate must earn 21 merit badges and 
successfully complete a community related service project 
to earn his Eagle.  Conroy completed 22 merit badges and 
organized a blood drive, recruited donors, and conducted 
the blood drive within his community.  Conroy’s goal was 
to collect 25 pints of blood. He carried out his project with 
the support of the Aurora Heartland Blood Center and 
succeeded with 26 pints of blood.  

Conroy is a member of Annunciation Church in Aurora and 
is a Cantor and Eucharistic Minister at Marmion Abbey. 
He is active in Cross Country, Swimming, Choir, Fishing 
Team, and the school play at Marmion Academy. Conroy 
is the grandson of George Kackert ’56; nephew of Daniel 
Kackert ’84, Patrick Kackert ’87, and Mike Kackert ’92; and 
younger brother of Chris Unruh ’14.  

Place Your Order by Mail: Hammes Campus Store, 1000 Butterfield Rd., Aurora, IL 60502 | Phone: 630-897-6936, ext. 253 | Online: marmion.org/hammes

Hammes Campus Store
Spotlight Items

Black MA Flag Long Sleeve Shirt
   S-XXL: 22.73 
Blue Double Lace Hoodie
   Adult S-XL: $58.44, Adult XXL: $61.69

prices do not include Shipping/Handling fees 
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New Alumni Board Chairman
By Wayne Hoover ’87, Alumni Board Chairman

I am the new Chairman of the 
Marmion Alumni Board (2014-
2016) and have been a member of 
the Alumni Board of Directors for  
twenty years. As Alumni Board 
Chairman, I will join the Marmion 
Board of Trustees to represent the 
interests of all alumni. 

Through many hours of hard work 
and volunteerism, the Marmion 
Alumni Association has been 

able to raise funds and donate over $114,000 to Marmion 
Academy in each of the last five years. The majority of this 
money is used for scholarships and financial aid. We have 
also helped with purchasing lights for Fichtel Field, the 
electronic Marmion sign on Butterfield/Raddant Roads and 
the scoreboards for the Regole Field House. 

If there is anything that contributes to a better experience for 
our Cadets, we try to be involved. The Alumni Association 
is able to contribute this money through the many 
fundraising events we coordinate: Christmas Craft Show, 
Steak Fry/Lobster Boil, BIG TICKET Raffle, Golf Outing, 
and Heroes Mud Run to name a few. We look forward to 
your continued support of the Alumni Association as we 
move towards new goals in service to Marmion Academy.

Wayne and his wife Stefanie live in Sugar Grove. They have four 
children: Brittany (RHS ’07), Brett (MA ‘11), Greg and Payton. 
Wayne started with Wicklander-Zulawski & Associates, Inc. 
(WZ) in 1991 and since then has become an Owner of WZ and 
the Vice-President of CFI Programming for the International 
Association of Interviewers (IAI), a company affiliated with WZ.

Cadets can be found coast-to-coast and across the globe. 
We have heard stories of alumni connecting everywhere 
from California country clubs, to company board rooms 
and even at a military base in Iraq. Our graduates share a 
special bond that spans generations. We receive requests 
to host alumni gatherings all over the country. Marmion 
encourages professional and social networking among 
our alumni, but with limited resources we are unable 
to create and execute these types of events as often as 
we would like. Therefore, we are interested in starting 
a formal regional chapter network designed to provide 

local social, recreational and networking opportunities 
among our alumni. Each regional chapter would need a 
chairman who would coordinate an annual or semi-annual 
gathering of local alumni (attending a sporting event or 
meeting for coffee/drinks/dinner.) The Advancement 
Office would provide additional support including the 
publicizing of the event. If you are interested in starting 
or joining a regional chapter in your area, please contact 
Christian Anderson ‘04, Director of Alumni Relations at 
canderson@marmion.org or 630-966-7665.

Would You Like to Start a Regional Alumni Chapter?
By Madelyn Weed, Director of Advancement

Upcoming Regional Reunions
Alumni, parents and friends are invited to up-coming 
Regional Reunions. Meet Tony Tinerella ‘84, Head of School 
and Principal; Madelyn Weed, Director of Advancement; 
and Fr. Charles Reichenbacher OSB ‘59, Director of Planned 
Giving. Invitations to known addresses are mailed before 
the events, but snowbirds and travelers are most welcome.

NAPLES, FL --  Jan. 18, 2015
Sunday Mass at noon, followed by 
brunch and program at Pelican Isle Yacht 
Club. Arrangements courtesy of Jack 
Kindsvater ’58.

SCOTTSDALE, AZ --  Feb. 8, 2015
Sunday Mass at noon, followed by 
brunch and program at Chaparral Suites.
Arrangements courtesy of Al Voirin ‘59.                

NEWPORT BEACH, CA  --  Feb. 15, 2015
Sunday Mass at noon, followed by 
brunch and program at the Big Canyon 
Country Club. Arrangements courtesy of 
Jim LaPointe ‘59. 

WASHINGTON DC  --  May 2, 2105
Saturday Dinner (6:30 cocktails, 7:15 
dinner) followed by program at the Old 
Ebbitt Grill. Arrangements by Claude 
Andersen ‘69.

Check www.marmion.org for details
or contact Maria Thornton, Director of Special Events

Email: mthornton@marmion.org
Phone: 630-966-7628
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1945
John and Mary Karwoski celebrated their 65th wedding 
anniversary on October 1. On hand for a family dinner at 
St. Charles Place were sons John C. ’70 and Jim ’72 . 

1949
Jim and Glady Brummel of Aurora celebrated their 60th 
wedding anniversary in October.

1951
Father Paul Bueter, a retired priest of the Ft. Wayne/South 
Bend Diocese, was featured in the diocesan newspaper for 
helping out with the preschool children at St. Jude Parish in 
Ft. Wayne.

1953
A day of tribute was held on June 7 for +Msgr. Robert 
Hoffman, former director of the Newman Catholic Center at 
NIU. The Hoffman House, used by the center’s missionary 
team, was dedicated and blessed after a Memorial Mass 
honoring Fr. Bob’s 40+ years of service to the Center.

1954
Joe Hernandez was honored by the Illinois Art Education 
Association on November 8 with its Distinguished Service 
to the Profession of Art Education award. Joe taught at 
Waubonsee Community College, Sugar Grove. He has also 
volunteered his services as a guest speaker/instructor to the 
Marmion art students for many years.

1955
Rod Johnston has retired to Tybee Island GA, where he 
thoroughly enjoys the mild summers and winters with a 
constant ocean breeze. Rod is a former Wisconsin State 
Senator and recipient of the Marmion Centurion Award for 
outstanding career accomplishments.

1956
George and Dianne Kackert of Batavia celebrated their 
50th Wedding anniversary on June 27. They are parents of 
Dan ’84, Pat ’87 and Mike ’92; grandparents of Chris ’14 
and Conroy ’15 Unruh.

Bill and Kathleen Nosek celebrated their 55th wedding 
anniversary. They have 4 children, 6 grandchildren, 2 great-
grandchildren and are enjoying their retirement.

1959
Bob and Dee (Delores) Swickert celebrated their 50th 
wedding anniversary on May 25. They had a Hawaiian 
themed party in their Lake Geneva home. In attendance 
were their two children Bob Jr. ’88 and Julia along with 
friends and family. They also celebrated 80 years in the 
family business Fox Valley Iron and Metal and 70 years in 
their family home in Wisconsin.

1961
Fr. Bob Balog, former pastor at St. Mary Parish in McHenry, 
retired as of July 1 as an active priest in the Rockford 
Diocese.

1965
Stephen Beck proudly reported his son, Matthew was 
recently promoted to rank of Sergeant Major. Matthew is a 
US Army Ranger stationed at Fort Bragg NC.

Alumni Enjoyed
Happy Hour at Vertigo
Sky Lounge on August 22.
Above: Matthew Hymel ’05, Victor Betts ’79, 
James Burn ’74, Christian Anderson ’04;
Right: C. Anderson, Javier d’Escoto’91, 
Sergio Villalobo Yammine ’92, Abbot John  
Brahill OSB ’67,  James Burn ‘74 
(with Maria Thornton and Terri Rios of  
Marmion’s Advancement Office)

200+ guests had a great time 
at Oktoberfest on Oct. 11.
Left: Wayne Hoover ’87, John Diederich ’87, 
and Stefanie Hoover

$14,000 was 
raised at the Cadet 

Classic at Orchard Valley on July 18.
Above: Dr. Thomas Huberty ’65, Joel Riley ’87, 

Steve Ruddy  ’87, Tim McLean  ’79
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 24th Annual 

Marmion 
Christmas Craft 
& Home Show

featuring over 150
of Chicagoland ’s

finest crafters & vendors

 24th Annual 

Marmion 
Christmas Craft 
& Home Show

Admission: $4.00 (12 years or older)

Saturday, Nov. 29, 2014: 9 am to 4 pm

Sunday, Nov. 30, 2014: 10 am to 2 pm
(Santa will be on site Sunday from 12-2 pm)

featuring over 150
of Chicagoland ’s

finest crafters & vendors

Gael Brewbaker retired from high school teaching and is 
now teaching part-time in the Mathematics Department at 
Highland Community College in Freeport. Gael and Nora 
recently celebrated their 45th wedding anniversary with a 
New England/Canada cruise.

James Gyovai is a retired Physical Therapist/Certified 
Hand Therapist.

Nicholas and Zoe Ann Gruber celebrated their 44th 
wedding anniversary.

John (Jack) Hankes retired in April after 32 years with 
Tremco, Inc.

Bob and Mim Hawking (above) overlook the Atlantic Ocean 
at Ogunquit ME in July.

1966
Bob Fitzgerald of Phoenix AZ, retired August 1 from 
General Maintenance, LLC, a company he founded. He 
is now selling boats for Skipper Buds out of Chicago, San 
Diego, New Port, Ft. Lauderdale and now Seattle … and 
having a fun time.  Bob and wife Jo Ellen met at Ball State 
University in 1966. He still has fond memories of his Cadet 
“football days”.

Frank Leider (left) retired in April. 
He and his wife Pat are permanent 
residents at Quail Creek in Green 
Valley AZ and proud members of Our 
Lady of the Valley Parish where they 
serve as Eucharistic Ministers.

John Poronsky is “semi” retired and 
living in Georgia.

1967
Tim Jamieson, Abbot 
John Brahill OSB and 
Mike Saunders (right) 
at Bretton Woods NH 
during an August trip 
to New Hampshire 
and Maine.

Pat Johns of Baltimore MD recently retired from Catholic 
Relief Services after 40 years of service to the Church and to 
humanity. Pat was Marmion’s first Ad Regnum Dei award 
winner.

1968
Peter Kartheiser retired at the end of 2013.

Rev. Phillip Thomas, a priest with the Discalced Carmelite 
Friars, is currently serving the Province as Novice Master. 

1969
Fr. Steve St. Jules is the Rector of the Cathedral of St. Peter 
Parish, Rockford, and Dean of the Rockford Deanery.

Rev. Robert Sprott, O.F.M. is an associate pastor at St. 
James Church, 2942 S. Wabash Ave. in Chicago.

1970
Rob Robinson shot a hole-in-one on June 6 at Geneva’s 
Tanna Farms Golf Club. Witnesses to this miraculous feat 
were classmates Mike Alger, Ed Garrity and Dan Soliz. 

Jim Sury is the new head coach of the Women’s Basketball 
Team at Waubonsee Community College, Sugar Grove.  
Jim finished 20 years as a member of the Marmion Alumni 
Board of Directors and is a past chairman.

1971
Since 2011, Gary Lazich has been working as a retail clerk 
in the Electronics/Photo/Stationery department at Meijer in 
Rolling Meadows. Since June 2014, he has been volunteering 
as a Floor Programs Facilitator at Adler Planetarium in 
Chicago and as a co-presenter at the Observatory and 
Planetarium in Elgin.
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1972
Dan Currie (father of 
the bride) and the Currie 
clan of alumni/students 
at daughter Angie Currie 
and Mike Biancalana 
wedding, September 20 
at St. Therese Church in 
Palatine.
(pictured l-r, 1st row: Robert 
Reder ’08, Joe Wilmes ’00, 
bride Angie, Dan Currie 
’72, groom Mike; 2nd row: 
Ben Currie ’04, Kevin 
Rudow ’06, Thomas Currie 

’09; 3rd row: Joe Currie ’82, Brandon Currie ’17, Ryne Reder 
’06; 4th row: Frank Guzauskas ’75, Garrett Fritz ’05, Fr. Charles 
Reichenbacher OSB ’59; 5th row: Jack Currie ’74, Michael Currie 
’11)

Paul Robichaud is married and living in India. He went 
there some years ago to manage a factory, and has stayed 
on and on. His mother died in 2014. Paul’s niece is Angela 
Vock, French teacher at Marmion, and nephew is Adam 
Petitti ’00.

1973
Stephen Bero of Round Lake was awarded the 2014 
Librarian of the Year by the Illinois Library Association.

Tom Van Ham of Norcross GA is president & C.E.O. of 
Bestview, a company he started in telemanagement.

1974
Bob Tretter completed his 12th straight Indy 500 Half 
Marathon on May 3.

1975
Hon. Frank and Amanda Martinez welcomed a daughter, 
Olivia Jane, on October 14, 2013. Frank was appointed an 
Associate Judge in the 17th Judicial Circuit on February 3.

1977
Rev. Matthew Kowalski OSB is an associate pastor at St. 
Paul of the Cross Parish, 320 S. Washington St. in Park Ridge.

1981
Fr. Doug Martis celebrated 
25 years of priesthood 
on June 1 at Saints Peter 
& Paul Catholic Church. 
Celebrating with him was 
classmate Thomas “Buck” 
Rogers.

1984
Manny Madla is currently working as a film editor in 
California. 

1985
Dr. Shane McGary completed his PhD in Geophysics at the 
Massachusetts Institute of Technology in February 2013, 
and is currently a visiting assistant professor of geology 
and physics at The College of New Jersey. 

2015 INDUCTION CEREMONY

M A R M I O N  A T H L E T I C

The Marmion Alumni Association invites you to attend the 2015 Hall of Fame Induction Ceremony
FEBRUARY 7, 2015

during halftime of the Marmion vs. Sandwich High School basketball game. Game starts at 6:00 PM. 
A reception immediately following the game is open to all over 21.

Complimentary appetizers will be served with beer, wine, soda and water available for purchase.

The Marmion Alumni Association accepts nominations for the Hall of Fame year-round. To submit a 
Hall of Fame nomination and to view a complete list of all Hall of Fame Inductees please visit:
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1986
COL Christopher Govekar USA attended Marmion for 
two years; left when his dad (career Army officer) was 
reassigned. SGM Mike Carpentieri USA ’73 ran into COL 
Chris in April on the same Middle East deployment and 
somehow Marmion came up in the conversation —with fond 
memories for both. Chris is Chief of Staff of his Army unit.

1987
Dr. Casey Mulligan, University of Chicago economist, was 
honored by the Manhattan Institute at a dinner in New 
York on June 25. Casey was selected as the winner of the 
2014 F.A. Hayek Prize of $50,000 for his important book, 
The Redistribution Recession: How Labor Market Distortions 
Contracted the Economy (Oxford Press, November 2012). 
Mulligan’s work shows how government policies designed 
to improve Americans’ economic fortunes have, perversely, 
weakened the economy. This is the tenth year that the 
Manhattan Institute has given the F.A. Hayek Prize, 
annually awarded for a recent book that best reflects the 
vision of economic and individual liberty pioneered by 
F.A. Hayek, the Austrian economist known for The Road to 
Serfdom, The Fatal Conceit, and other works.

Sean Scanlon of Ithaca NY is the Assoc. Dean for 
Development at the Samuel Curtis Johnson School of 
Management at Cornell Univ.

1989
Scott and Stephanie Carey 
welcomed their daughter, 
Piper Reagan (right), on June 
18.

1991
Dan and Kathy Tierney adopted three children that they 
have been fostering the last four years. Dan is the son of Dr. 
Michael ‘65. 

1994
Dr. Mark Burke owns his own consulting company, 
Accurate Assessments, and recently completed his first half 
ironman. He and his wife, Cory, have four children. 

Ryan Lambert was named Fire 
Chief of North Aurora Fire 
Department in May. Ryan has 
been with the department for 
22 years. Ryan is also an elected 
Trustee of the Village Board and 
a certified paramedic. Pictured 
left: Ryan’s father, Thomas, a 
retired Detective Sergeant from the 
Batavia Police Department, pinned 
his badge.  

A.J. Schall (pictured below, left with Ryan Lambert and 
Fermilab Firefighter Eric Poss ’91, right) was named Fire 
Chief of Atena Hook and Ladder Fire Department, DE 
in January.   

1995
Chris Petersen published his debut novel, The Big Leagues, 
in May. Chris has been a professional writer for more than 
10 years starting out as a newspaper reporter for several 
publications in the Chicago area, including the Daily Herald. 
Currently he works as an editor for a business-to-business 
publisher in Chicago. The Big Leagues is available in print 
and e-reader formats on Amazon.

1997
Austin and Melissa Dempsey of 
Batavia welcomed their second 
child, Bennett Clarence (right), on 
September 23. They now have two 
sons.

Chad and Kelly Krause of Batavia 
welcomed a son, Ryan Thomas, in 
May.

Class Notes continued next page ....

Coach O’Connor to be Inducted into
IHSSCA Hall of Fame

Former Head Soccer Coach, Kevin O’Connor, has 
been selected by the Illinois High School Soccer 
Coaches Association (IHSSCA) to be the IHSSCA Hall 
of Fame inductee for the Fall 2014. Coach O’Connor 
will be the 52nd person inducted into the IHSSCA 
Hall of Fame. His Hall of Fame induction will be a 
part of the 45th Annual IHSSCA Boys Soccer Honors 
Banquet to be held on Thursday, November 20 at the 
Diplomat West Banquet Hall in Elmhurst. Banquet 
reservation forms can be found on the IHSSCA 
website: www.ihssca.com.
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Jason Linster is the new principal at 
St. Mary Catholic Central High School 
located in Monroe MI. Linster joined 
the SMCC faculty in 2010 as a Theology 
teacher. He subsequently became the 
school’s Director of Admissions, where 
he was responsible for SMCC’s student 
recruitment, retention, and marketing 

efforts while continuing his teaching duties in the Theology 
department. He has served as a member of the school’s 
Administrative team, its AdvancED Accreditation team, a 
retreat leader, a member of a Guatemala Christian Service 
mission team, and a moderator and coach with the SMCC 
Mock Trial team.  He holds a Bachelor of Arts degree 
from the University of Notre Dame with a double major 
in History and Theology. He was a Lou Holtz Leadership 
Scholarship recipient and participated in the university’s 
study-abroad program in London. He earned a Juris 
Doctorate degree from the University of Notre Dame and 
served as an Assistant Rector and a Diversity Education 
Program Instructor while also volunteering in the Notre 
Dame Legal Aid Clinic and Street Law programs. 

2000
In April George Metrou was named the Co-Portfolio 
Manager of the Perritt Microcap Opportunities Fund, a $475 
million dollar mutual fund invested in US equities. He has 
been the Director of Research at Perritt Capital since 2011, 
and an analyst at the firm since 2005.

2003
Tom and Chloe Fox welcomed their first child, Grant Tino, 
born on May 27.  Grandpa Bill Fox ’74 cheered them on! 

Jim and Kathryn McGough were married in July 2013.

Ryan P. Smith and Christine Luna were married September 
5 at St. Mary Parish in Buffalo Grove. Groomsmen were 
Marty Ruelas ’03 and Todd Smith ’03.

Jesse Weiler and Kimberly Veloso were married October 
10 at St. Alphonsus Catholic Church in Chicago. Best Men 
were Jacob ’01 and Joseph ’96 Weiler, and groomsmen 
were Adam ’93 and Benjamin ’97 Weiler. 

2004
Billy Angsten and Nancy Sue Kou were married 
September 27 at Old St. Patrick Church, Chicago, with Fr. 
Michael Burrows OSB ’70  as celebrant, and Fr. Joel and Fr. 
Nathanael as concelebrants. Alumni in the wedding party 
were classmates Dan Dalton, Pat O’Rahilly and Tony 
Martinez (cantor); also brother Ricky Angsten ’14. 

Daniel and Kristine Dalton 
welcomed their son, Declan Rocco, 
on September 14. (pictured left)

Luke Herlehy is an associate 
attorney with Raymond Dalton 
Law, South Elgin.

Tony Martinez is the Director of Community Affairs for the 
West Aurora School District #129.

2005
Bryan Pansing graduated from the Univ. of Michigan with 
a  Master’s Degree in architecture.

2007
Michael Mutersbaugh, Jr. received the Outstanding 
Graduate Student Award and Certificate of Merit in the 
Department of Mathematical Sciences at Northern Illinois 
University on April 13 and his Masters Degree in May. 

2008
LT Nick Daly USN and Rachel Tampa were married on 
June 7 at St. Thomas the Apostle Church in Crystal Lake, 
with Fr. Charles Reichenbacher OSB ’59 as celebrant. Nick 
is a Navy pilot; Rachel is a nurse. They are living in the 
Seattle WA area while Nick is in advanced flight school. 
Nick is the son of Peter ’77 and Patty Daly.

Tim Handell (pictured left 
with fiancé, Roxana Hernandez) 
graduated from Loyola 
University Chicago, School of 
Law cum laude with a Juris 

2010 Marmion State Runner-Up Teammates 
Impress at the College Level  
Graham Glasgow ’11 is a starting guard (#61) for the University of Michigan’s football 
team and his brother Ryan ’12 is a starting defensive tackle (#96).  This is a first for 
Marmion to have two brothers on NCAA scholarships starting for a major Division 1 team. 
Both Graham and Ryan were members of the 2010 Cadet team that played in the State 
championship game.  Cadet team member T.J. Lally ’11, a starting linebacker (#33) for 
the South Dakota State University Jackrabbits, is also attending college on a full NCAA 
scholarship. Another member of the 2010 Cadet team playing college football is Jake 
Winkel ’11, a senior offensive lineman (#66) and captain for the University of Chicago 
Maroons. Jake is majoring in Biology/PreMed, and will graduate in Spring of 2015.

G. Glasgow ’11 R. Glasgow ’12

T.J. Lally ’11 J. Winkel  ’11
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Doctor in May. While studying for the Illinois Bar Exam, 
he is working with another law graduate on a legal start-up 
called LawStud.io. 

Kyle Kralka and Candice Pollack were married October 3 
at Sts. Peter and Paul Church, Virgil, with Fr. Nathanael as 
celebrant.

Alexander Vlakancic and Melissa Castillo were married 
September 13 at Annunciation BVM Catholic Church in 
Aurora. Best Man was Jacob Vlakancic ’03.

2009
Joseph Cordogan is 
in his second year of 
serving as Flotilla Com-
mander of the Coast 
Guard Auxiliary in 
Davenport IA. He was 
recently awarded an 
Auxiliary Comman-
dant’s Letter of Commendation for his role in the response 
to the sinking of the 154’ towing vessel Stephen L. Colby on 
the Mississippi River in LeClaire IA. 

Jared Meyer is a policy analyst for the Manhattan Institute 
for Policy Research, New York City. Jared is a St. John’s 
University (NY) grad in economics, and writes web-based 
articles on economics for the Institute, specializing on 
energy policy and the environment.

Matt Milroy moved up to the Advanced-A Jupiter 
Hammerheads, Jupiter FL, of the Miami Marlins.  Matt was 
drafted by the Marlins in 2012 after pitching for the Univ. 
of IL, Champaign.

In August, Josef Weber began working as a financial advisor 
at Merrill Lynch Global Wealth Management (Chicago) 
with the Schwartz LaPorta group.

2010
Matthew Derrico (left) graduated 
from University of Dayton in May 
and left in September for a 2 ½ year 
service with the Peace Corps. He will 
be teaching math and science in the 
native language of Portuguese in a 
high school in Mozambique, Africa. 
You can follow his adventures in 
Africa at mattinmoz.tumblr.com.
 

Tony and Danielle Vecchiolla 
(right) were married on July 4.

2011
Ben Minnis, a public relations major at Loras College, 
was awarded the Newman Civic Fellows Award. Minnis 
founded a student organization at Loras College called 
Breaking the Silence, which seeks to encourage peers to 
become self-advocates for their own mental and physical 
health.

2012
Peter Gonzales of Montgomery is a member of the Univ. of 
Notre Dame’s Marching Band.

Zach McNally ’12, Michael 
Shares ’12 and Brian Wulff 
’12 (pictured l-r) on August 
17 after the Affirmation 
Ceremony, when the Class 
of 2016 affirm the oath they 
first took when they entered 
West Point on RDay to 
finish their education and 
serve at least 5 years in the U.S. Army.  

2013
In his first year at University of 
Wisconsin-Whitewater, Joshua Kanute 
was the WIAC conference champion in 
500 freestyle. He also received the swim 
team award for Newcomer of the Year 
and was a finalist for the University’s 
Most Valuable Freshman Athlete Award.

CLASS NOTES:
Send your family, career, and  address updates to

trios@marmion.org or online at marmion.org/update.

Class Notes appear in the November and April issues 
of the Marmion Magazine.

(l-r) Thomas Schafer ’14, Michael Shares ’12, Peter Shares ’13 
and Zach McNally ’12 on August 16 after the Acceptance Day 
parade where the Class of 2018 was officially accepted into the Corps 
of Cadets. This marked the end of their summer basic training, also 
known as “BEAST”.  Thomas & Peter are both in the West Point 
Class of 2018.
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+ John J. Giartonia ’40 of 
Aurora died on August 28.

+ Clarence Eberhard ’42 of 
Plainfield died September 4.

+Jules C. Gits ’44 died 
September 10, 2013.

+ Leon B. (Lonnie) Lowe 
’45 of Clarksdale MS died 
September 1.

+Melvin Renaud ’45, father 
of Daniel ’83, died August 12.

+Kevin L. Boyle ’46 
of Cincinnati OH died 
February 11.

+William Assell ’51 
of Champaign IL died 
September 29.

+William C. Burling ’51 of 
Auburn WA died August 31.

+Wilbert “Bill” Feltes ’51 
of North Aurora died 
October 15.

+John A. Hansen ’51 of 
Fitchburg WI died August 
15.

+BRIG GEN (Ret) Charles 
St. Arnaud USA ’56 of 
Savannah GA, an Alumni 
Centurion Award honoree, 
died October 21.

+Dr. Roman Kaunas ’62 
of Elm Grove WI died 
September 18.

+Michael Simko ’65 of 
Hinsdale died September 8.

+Frederick Wendt ’66 of 
Andover MN died on July 2.

+John C. Ensweiler ’67 of 
Crown Point IN died on 
August 24.

+Daniel Karas ’76 of 
Elmhurst, brother of David 
’74 and Dennis ’77, died 
July 12.

+Joanne Abbott of Mt. Prospect, wife of 
Jim ’61, died December 31, 2013.

+Leo Ahasic, Sr. of Sugar Grove, father 
of Leo, Jr. ’68 and Dr. Gary ’69, died on 
September 25. 

+Rosemary Bohr; widow of +Albert ’36; 
sister of +Fr. Luke Bohr ’38; aunt of Fr. 
Kenneth Theisen ’59; mother of Robert 
’69 and Richard ’73; grandmother of 
many; and great-grandmother of A.J. ’13 
and Jack Bohr ’18; died on October 8.

+Edna Bonifas of Aurora, wife of 
Richard ’49, died on August 24.

+Diane Brummel of Aurora, wife of 
Joseph ’42, died October 5.

+Joan Cychol, mother of John ’75, died 
August 13.

+Mary Danielsen of St. Charles, mother 
of Vern ’58, died October 17.

+Carolyn Duffy of Sandwich, mother of 
William ’77, died July 4.

+Ingrid Fenske; mother of Paul ’58, 
Barry ’60 and Mark ’63; died July 31.
 

+Clarine Gengler of Aurora, widow of 
+Edwin Gengler ’43, died September 17.

+Don Grady of Huntley, father of Rev. 
Brian Grady ’91, died July 14.

+Jim Hiatt; father of Beth (Jim ’72) 
Karwoski and Patty (Pete ’77) Daly; 
grandfather of Chad ’89 and Neil ’01 
Karwoski, and Nick Daly ’08; died 
August 28.

+Ramona Kline of Big Rock; mother of 
William ’72; grandmother of Michael 
Kline ’04, Matthew Kline ’06, Alex 
Kline-Wedeen ’06 and Evan Kline-
Wedeen ’11; died on July 12.

+Suzanne Kissel of North Aurora, wife 
of Ronald ’57, died July 24.

+Mary Ellen Kolinski of Glen Ellyn; 
grandmother of Martin ’97, Tom ’00 and 
John ’03; Abbot Marmion Society Life 
Member; died July 30.

+Carole Michels of Elburn; wife of 
James ’57; Abbot Marmion Society Life 
Members; died August 16.

+George W. Pearce of Oswego, father of 
George F. ’70, died on September 14.

+Anna Prisco, wife of Anthony ’45 and 
mother-in-law of Frank Guzauskas ’75, 
died October 14.

+Viola “Vi” Kallgren of St. Charles, 
sister of Ed Regole ’50 and Abbot 
Marmion Society Life Member, died 
October 18.  

+Bernita Rempe of McPherson KS; 
mother of Tim, Michael ’74 and John 
’76; died on June 7.

+Roberta “Bobbie” Robling of 
Burlington IA, seamstress and manager 
of the Uniform Store for 21 years in 
1970s & 80s, died October 17.

+Dr. Logan Rogers of Spokane WA, 
father of John ’73, died August 11.

+Joan Ruddy of Aurora, widow of 
+Daniel ’45, died October 15.

+George Runner of Aurora, father of 
Steve ’88, died October 8. 

+Dr. Ernest Visco, Sr. of Deerfield 
Beach FL, father of Ernie, Jr. ’88, died 
September 19. 

Alumni Taps

In Loving Memory of ...

The other Marmion

DIFFERENCE
+PATRICIA BITZAN of St. Cloud MN died on 
September 6, 2014. Pat was the “miracle lady” 
who was cured of an aggressive cancer in 1966 
after praying at the grave of Abbot Columba 
Marmion at Maredsous Abbey in Belgium.  She 
remained cancer-free for 47 years. This miracle 
was confirmed by the Vatican and became 
the miracle needed for Blessed Marmion’s 
beatification in September 2000 by St. John Paul 
II. She is the mother of three sons and four daughters, and many 
grandchildren and great-grandchildren.

+EDWARD G. FORESTER, JR. of Glenview 
died on July 31, 2014. Ed was a Life Trustee 
of Marmion, serving as a board member since 
1981 and a past chairman of the Salute to Youth 
Dinner in 1988. He was a boyhood friend of 
+Father Peter Enderlin OSB. Ed and his late 
wife Barbara were Life Members of the Abbot 
Marmion Society. Ed was a board member of 
the Holiday Inn Owners Association, a past 

president of the Illinois Restaurant Association and helped establish 
Taste of Chicago.

+PHILIP M. MOORE ’53 of Aurora died on 
September 3, 2014.  He was an Oblate of the 
Abbey. Phil taught English at the Academy in 
the mid-60s, and was Dads’ Club president and 
a trustee in 1987-88. Phil and Marian are Life 
Members of the Abbot Marmion Society. He 
was executive vice president of Good Samaritan 
Hospital in Downers Grove and CEO of the 
Visiting Nurses Association of Chicago. He is 
the father of Dr. Philip ’82, Joseph ’84 and Deacon Daniel ’88, and 
grandfather of Jacob ’09, Jared ’12, Abraham ’15 and Zachary ’17.
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Your gift to the 2015 MARMION 
FUND has an immediate impact:
• Assisting current families in need with
 cost of tuition

• Funding upgrades for educational
 programs

• Providing resources for professional 
 training and development

 Marmion Academy is a school that teaches boys how to become 
responsible, respectful and faith-filled young men ... 

the Men of Marmion. 

The true Marmion Difference is a unique experience for everyone.
It is that which makes Marmion students and alumni

stand out from the rest.

However, there is another difference to consider: the difference between the 
actual cost of a Marmion education and the tuition charged. The tuition for the 
2014-15 school year is $10,850 while the cost to educate each student is $13,400, 
producing a gap of $2,550 per student.

At Marmion, it is our goal to provide an affordable, world-class, faith-based 
education for every student who seeks it. To achieve this goal, Marmion sets 
its tuition below what it actually costs to educate the student. To further 
demonstrate our commitment to affordability, Marmion provided over $600,000 
in tuition assistance (scholarships and financial aid) to over 30% of our students 
this year.

The Academy receives no funding from the Diocese or local parishes. Therefore, 
to achieve our goal, we carefully manage our costs and rely on generous 
contributions from our community, and people like you, to help fill the gap by 
making a tax-deductible contribution to the 2015 MARMION FUND.

The other Marmion

DIFFERENCE

Yes, I would like to fill 
the gap and be a

Difference Maker!
Donations are also accepted online at:

www.marmion.org/donate

Name: ____________________________ Class Yr: ______ 

Address: ________________________________________ 

City: ______________________ State: _____ Zip: _______ 

Email: __________________________________________ 

I/We would like to make a gift of:
q 2 Students’ Gaps $5,100      q 1 Student’s Gap $2,550
q $1,000   q $500   q $250   q $100   q $50   q $25
q Other: $_______________

Please direct my/our gift to:
q Area of Greatest Need   q Student Assistance Fund

Please make checks payable to: MARMION FUND

q Please charge my credit card $___________

Name on card: ____________________________________
q Visa   q MasterCard   q Discover

Card #: __________________________________________ 
Exp. Date: ____________ 3-Digit Security Code: __________ 
Signature: ________________________________________ 

q I/We would like to make this a Perpetual 
 Gift. (You will be notified 7 days before the above credit 
 card is charged each year.)

q My employer will match my/spouse’s gift.
q I have/will remember Marmion in my will.   

You can be a Difference Maker!

Visit marmion.org/donate



This 
exclusive 

over 21 New Year’s 
Eve party promises to be the 

best way to ring in 2015! Bring your 
family and friends to the Marmion New Year’s

Eve party where you can celebrate the end of 2014 and the 
promise of 2015 with fellow Marmion parents, past parents, 
alumni and friends.  

The party will take place in the beautiful new Nagel 
Emporium at Abbey Farms where you will find plentiful 
appetizers, delicious carving stations and an open premium 
bar to be enjoyed all evening long. The live band, Sugar 
High, will help us celebrate the New Year and at midnight 
you will a enjoy a champagne toast and balloon drop. 

This will be a perfect night out with people you know. It 
can’t get much better than that.

ABBEY FARMS 
NAGEL EMPORIUM

2855 Hart Road, Aurora, IL

Dec. 31, 2014 from 8 PM - 1 AM

ALL INCLUSIVE TICKET:
Before Thanksgiving: $98/person
After Thanksgiving: $125/person

Get your tickets today at:
www.marmion.org/newyears

Please contact Maria Thornton at mthornton@marmion.org or (630) 966-7628 with any questions.

 
  
 
 

 


