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Abbey
At the meeting of the Benedictine Swiss-American Con-
gregation on August 8,  held at Westminster Abbey in 
Mission, British Columbia, Canada, Abbot Vincent Bataille 
OSB was elected  president of the Congregation. He will 
serve a six-year term. 

Once every three years the superiors, abbots and priors, as 
well as delegates from every community in the Congregation 
gather to discuss the affairs of the Congregation and the 
issues that will confront its members in the years to come. 
The moderator of this meeting is the Abbot President of 
the Congregation. 

“It is an honor that brings with it responsibilities,” said Ab-
bot Vincent. “It is an honor because the election represents 
a sense of trust in the elected person. It is also an honor to 
Marmion Abbey because the election represents the sense 
that the other communities of the Congregation feel that 
Marmion Abbey has developed into a mature and seasoned 
community.”

The Swiss-American Congregation is composed of 15 au-
tonomous Benedictine communities, abbeys and priories. 
These monasteries can be found across the United States, 
plus one community in Canada and another in Guatemala. 
Dependent priories such as Marmion’s Priorato San Josè in 
Guatemala are counted as one with their founding abbeys.

Abbot Vincent Elected Congregation President
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Abbot Vincent Bataille OSB speaks at the Swiss-American Congregation 
meeting after being elected its President on August 8.

In addition to  moderating the meetings within the Congre-
gation, the responsibilities of the Abbot President include 
serving as a representative to the Benedictine world of the 
history and mission of all the Congregation’s communities. 
As such, he chairs any elections of abbots for the abbey 
members of the congregation during his term as president. 
He is responsible for forwarding the concerns of the member 
communities to the appropriate offices in the Vatican/Rome. 
Finally, he is responsible for calling the triennial General 
Chapter of the Congregation and overseeing any elections 
that must take place. There are 21 Abbot Presidents in the 
Benedictine Order worldwide

Abb t Vi t B t ill OSB k t th S i A i C ti
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e Corn Available at 
easonal Store

Your current status at Marmion Abbey?

I am a senior monk at Marmion Ab-
bey in training for the priesthood. 
This means that I am a member of the 
community with full rights and that I 
have professed vows for life. Because 
I am preparing for the priesthood I 
live Monday through Friday at Mun-
delein Seminary which is the semi-
nary of the Archdiocese of Chicago. I 
was ordained deacon last June and I 
serve as deacon both at Marmion and 
at the Seminary.

Why did you choose the monastic life?

For me the monastic life is the perfect 
way to follow Christ unreservedly. 
The style of life of a monk is centered 
in making Christ Jesus the center of 
one’s life. The monastic life requires 
an emphasis on the common things 
of life. By focusing on those common 
things like work, prayer, life in com-
munity, study, etc. the monk encoun-
ters God. The secret of the monastic 
life is the simplicity of the ideal. In the 
history of Benedictine monasticism one fi nds monks that 
were great missionaries, mystics, administrators, schol-

Br. Marcos Rivas OSB, born in Medellin, Colom-
bia, professed his vows as a Marmion monk in 
July 2007.  He was ordained a deacon last June 
and is currently fi nishing his studies for the 
priesthood at Mundelein Seminary.

Q & A with Br. Marcos Rivas OSB

The Abbey Farms seasonal store is open for business! This 
Christmas we are adding a few new things on the farm and we 
hope you will come visit!

Our new store, located just north of the Abbey, is inside the new 
red barn. Stop in to warm up by the wood burning fi re, browse 
through our gourmet Abbey Farms jams, jellies and other great 
treats to take home to the family.  Gift baskets for your family, 
co-workers and teachers can be ordered online at abbeyfarms.
org. They range in price from $15-$50. Choose from the sweet 
all-natural jams and jellies, the hot and spicy jalapeño salsas, or 
honeys and marmalades. Interested in giving a gift of popcorn? 
Stop by or place your order for our very special Abbey Farms 
popcorn tin with our famous Kettle Corn.

The farm is also expanding pre-cut tree services. Precut Christ-
mas trees will now be located at the new barn. This year we are 
branching out and opening an ‘ol’fashioned’ Christmas Tree 
lot on Rt. 64 in St. Charles. Operations will remain the same at 
Marmion, offering your choice of Choose and Cut or pre-cut 
trees, Marmion made wreaths and garland, and a variety of 
other Christmas goodies. 

For more visit www.abbeyfarms.org

ars, etc. What all of them had in com-
mon was their thirst for God and the 
will to follow Him by being faithful to 
the Rule of Saint Benedict.

Why did you choose Marmion Abbey?

When I fi rst visited Marmion, I en-
countered a group of men commit-
ted to follow God and to help others 
to fi nd Him as well. I was impressed 
by the great signs of holiness of some 
of the members. However, they live 
their lives without pretentiousness. I 
wanted to be part of that. I also saw a 
bright future for this place. I have not 
lost faith that this place will become 
a beacon of faith and holiness for the 
local church and for all our neighbors. 
The hope that we, as we work hard 
in our own sanctifi cation, can bring 
others closer to God is what keeps me 
here.

What positive values do you bring and 
what negative challenges do you face as 
the only foreign member of the Abbey?

I think that, for those who have been able to listen and 
learn, I brought to Marmion a different perspective on life 
in general. It is true that we all are Catholics but there are 
some differences on the way we live our Catholic faith 
in Latin America and here in the United States. I have 
certainly benefi ted from the deep cultural exchange that 
happens every day at every moment I spend with the 
members of the community. I am a better person because 
of what I have learned from other members and I hope 
I have helped, at least some of them, to enrich the way 
they see the world. A particular point that could be hard 
to deal with is communication styles. I am greatly infl u-
enced by my culture. I tend to use hyperbolic language, 
use hand gestures, speak fast and that could come across 
as rude. I always have to remind myself that I have to be 
more “moderate”  during my conversations.

What three strengths/infl uences/values made you want to be 
a Marmion monk?

An incredible work ethic, love for prayer particularly the 
Divine Offi ce, and their down-to-earth attitude.

Why should others join you at Marmion Abbey?

Marmion Abbey is a place where people can become holy. 
This is not heaven, but the balance between prayer and 
work, the good example of the old monks, the general 
Catholic community around us, and the every day op-
portunities to exercise charity are the elements that any 
young, healthy man can use to get closer to God and 
build a relationship with Him that will be strong and last 
for all eternity

Br Marcos Rivas OSB born in Medellin Colom-
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SQ. FT.: Building - 36,150 sq.ft. 
 Playing Floor - 29,600 sq.ft.

BASKETBALL:
 Three practice basketball courts with 
      overlapping center competition court
 Curtain dividers between three courts, 
      surrounding all courts

VOLLEYBALL:
 Three practice volleyball courts with
      overlapping center competition court

TENNIS:
 Three tennis courts

TRACK: 
 Running tracks: 4-lane oval, 160 meters 
      (10 laps = 1,600 meters)
 6-lane straight-away, 55 meters
 Long-jump/triple-jump straight-away/sand pit
 Pole-vault box

BASEBALL AND GOLF:
 Two batting cages (suspended from ceiling)

DRILL TEAM FLOOR: 
 Double the size of the Alumni Hall fl oor

STORAGE ROOM FOR ATHLETIC EQUIPMENT 

STORAGE ROOM FOR TABLES AND CHAIRS

ENTRANCE LOBBY (partial construction):
 Entrance for Alumni Hall 
 Large Men and Women Washrooms
 Trophy display areas

Regole Field House Opens ~ a Multi-Use Facility

The Marmion family is invited to join us 
for the blessing, dedication and tour of the 

Regole Field House

Sunday, November 13 
2:00 PM
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Blessing & DedicationBlessing & Dedication
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Marmion welcomed 513 students and seven new faculty 
members for the 2011-12 school year. For the fi rst time, 
Aurora does not top the list of freshmen hometowns. 
Batavia is number one with 27 freshmen, followed by Au-
rora (24), St. Charles (12), Geneva (12), Naperville (8) and 
Sugar Grove and North Aurora each at 7 students. 

The Academy is blessed with the presence of 11 monks 
who serve as teachers and/or administrators. The mo-
nastic community on the campus serves as the spiritual 
heart of the Marmion family. Their balanced life of work, 
prayer, and community is the pattern for the type of fam-
ily atmosphere experienced by the students and staff of 
Marmion Academy. 

The dedicated lay men and women who collaborate with 
the monks at the Academy also work in a Benedictine 
spirit and help build Marmion’s distinctive Benedictine 
community: a community dedicated to spiritual forma-
tion, academic excellence and leadership development.

Leanne Barton returns to the faculty as 
an English teacher. Formerly known as 
Miss Davis, she worked at the Academy 
from 1996-2000. Mrs. Barton is an expert 
on academic assessment from working 
at Riverside Publishing and as an as-
sessment consultant from 2000-2011.  
She has a B.A. Magna Cum Laude from 
Valparaiso University and an M.A. from 
Loyola University. 

Charles Brown joins the faculty as a 
social studies teacher.  He is a true Re-
naissance man. Mr. Brown is an accom-
plished musician, successful business-
man (IBM, AT&T and Verizon Wireless) 
and a member of the Lehigh University 
Athletic Hall of Fame.  He earned a B.S. 
from Lehigh and an M.A. from the Uni-
versity of Phoenix.  Mr. Brown did his 
student teaching at Neuqua Valley High 

School and has coached basketball, soccer and track & 
fi eld at the high school level. 

Siobhan Kates began teaching all levels 
of French on November 1, as Mme. Vock 
goes on extended leave awaiting the 
birth of her second child.  
Mrs. Kates will teach for 
the remainder of the school 
year.  She has a Bachelor’s 
from Mount Holyoke Col-
lege and a Masters from 
Middlebury College/Uni-

versité de Paris.  She has taught at Waubon-
see Community College, Marist High School 
and Morgan Park Academy. 

Ryan Paradise, head varsity basketball 
coach, joins the faculty as a physical 
education and health instructor.  Mr. 
Paradise  earned a Bachelor’s degree 
in communications from Northern Illi-
nois University and has completed ad-
ditional studies in physical education 
at North Central College. At Naperville 
Central High School he was an All-State 
basketball player. He went on to play at 

NIU where he was team captain and received the Huskie 
Scholar Award for Academic Achievement.  

John Salomone joins the faculty as an 
instructor in mathematics.   He gradu-
ated from the University of Illinois at 
Urbana-Champaign with a Bachelor’s 
degree in mathematics and a minor in 
secondary education.  He also appeared 
in a number of featured roles in the Illi-
nois Union Board musical productions.

Julianne Schmitz has tutored and sub-
stituted at the Academy and now joins 
the faculty as a part-time mathematics  
teacher. Mrs. Schmitz earned a Bach-
elor’s degree from Augustana College 
and has taught at Streamwood and 
Mooseheart High Schools.  

Michael Vahl joins the faculty as an 
instructor in science.  He is a graduate 
of the University of Illinois at Urbana-
Champaign (B.S. Biology) and the Na-
tional University of Health Sciences 
(Doctor of Chiropractic).  Dr. Vahl com-
pleted additional studies for teaching 
certifi cation in chemistry, biology and 
physical science at Benedictine Univer-
sity.  He is an active member of his par-

ish as a catechist and youth group leader and has taught at 
Moraine Valley Community College and the Youth Con-
nection Leadership Academy

Marmion Welcomes Seven New Faculty
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Professional Development Series
for K-8 Educators

November 30 - Demystifying Differentiated Instruction
December 1 - Response to Intervention: Applications for Private Schools

December 6 - Planning for Differentiated Reading Instruction

Each sessions runs from 8:30 am - 12:00 noon at Marmion Academy and costs $40.  
For more information, speaker bios or to register visit marmion.org
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Academy
It’s a sweltering mid-August day and 22 year-old Brian 
Zimmerman ‘07 and a slew of volunteers are sorting 
school supplies in the dining hall at Marmion Academy.  
These students and their parents are volunteering time 
out of their summer break to help Crayons for Kids, an 
organization that annually collects and delivers school 
supply donations to local schools in need.

Brian, founder of Crayons for Kids, took notice to the is-
sue of poverty in the education system when he was a 
sophomore.  His mother, a teacher in the Elgin school dis-
trict, was constantly buying extra supplies for children in 
her classroom that could not afford to provide their own.  
Wanting to act on the situation, he drafted up a basic 
structure for Crayons for Kids in less than ten minutes.

“The mentality behind the program is that equality in 
the classroom is very important to the education process. 
When kids don’t have school supplies, they are immedi-
ately at a disadvantage academically,” he said.

Zimmerman brought his idea to his teammates on the 
swim team and then to the attention of Bill Johnson, Cam-
pus Ministry Director.

The collection process is done at local Jewel-Osco stores.  
A group of volunteers post outside of the store and dis-
tribute fl yers to patrons. Despite tough economic times, 
people tend to be extremely responsive in donating what-
ever they can.  

In its fi rst year of operation the organization collected 
4,105 packages of school supplies.  The donations, which 
ranged from basic supplies to monetary donations for 
clothing, fi eld trips, and other classroom activities, were 
provided to 14 area schools.

Every year the efforts have increased and so have the 
numbers of donations.  Last year, over 40,000 packages of 
supplies were collected and delivered to over 75 schools 
and organizations.  To date, they have collected over 
130,000 items distributed to schools in 7 school districts.

The success of Crayons for Kids is largely attributed to its 
volunteers.  Most of the volunteers are Marmion students 
and their parents, but this has expanded to include Rosary 
High School students as well.  

Henry Kinane ‘11 has been involved with Crayons for 
Kids since his sophomore year and has stayed on board 
after graduating to perform duties as student director.  
Henry says the satisfaction he gets from knowing he is 
making a difference in people’s lives is what keeps bring-
ing him back each year.
 
“You really get to see the difference you’re making when 
you drop the packages off.  A student goes out to recess 
and the teacher will put school supplies in his desk and 
when he comes back he has pens and pencils and what 
not.  The teacher describes it as ‘an angel came’ or ‘the 
school supply fairy stopped by’,” Kinane explains. 

Bill Johnson is proud of the organization and the students 
that are representing their school and community.  

“Core academics, spirituality and service, that’s part of 
who we are.  We try to convey to our students and families 
an idea that we’ve been blessed.  Families are struggling 
and the more that we’re able to give of our gifts, the more 
we’re able to get back,” he said.  “So many people will 
tell us how generous and kind our students are, and that’s 
part of our mission, to teach these young men the impor-
tance of giving, of growth, and the importance of faith; in 
believing in something and using their gifts to help other 
people, that’s the core of who we are.”

Legacy Continues in Crayons For Kids Effort 
by Catrina Roth

Marmion and Rosary students, Sandeep Prakadan, Alex Juriga, 
Grace Juriga, McKenna Novack and Nick Novack, collect supplies 
outside the Jewel-Osco on Galena Blvd. in Aurora.  
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Students Receive Academic Accolades
While the National and State ACT composite scores sit at 
or below college preparedness levels, Marmion’s score con-
tinues to rise. The Class of 2012’s average ACT score of 26.4 
(composite)  is a increase from last year’s average of 25.9.  

National Merit Scholarship Competition
Marmion students continue to be recognized for their aca-
demic success.  Eight seniors were honored with Commend-
ed status in the 2012 National Merit Scholarship Competi-
tion. Edward Catich, Joseph Glemkowski, Mitchell Heaton, 
Kyle Kozak, Zachary McNally, Thomas Pacer, Alexander 
Purcell and Jonathan Rios placed among the top fi ve percent 
of more than 1.5 million students participating.  Although 
Commended Students do not continue in the competition 
for National Merit Scholarships, some of these students do 
become candidates for special scholarships sponsored by 
corporations and businesses.

Jonathan Rios and Peter Gonzalez were recognized as Na-
tional Hispanic Recognition Program Scholars having test-
ed among the top 5,000 students who identifi ed themselves 
as Hispanic/Latino.

National Honor Society
The following seniors qualifi ed for membership in the 
Marmion Academy chapter of the National Honor Society: 
Nevin Abraham, Zach Bennett, Edward Birth, Edward Cat-
ich, Ben Cole, Casey Dant, Fred d’Escoto, Dan DiBartolo, 
Nolan Dickson, Patrick Duhig, Raullo Eanes, Michael Eb-
erth, Luke Elder, Matt Fazio, A.J. Friedman, Jeff Garofalo, 
Ryan Glasgow, Joe Glemkowski, Peter Gonzales, Dan Got-
lund, Will Graft, Mitchell Heaton, Brady Hunt, Dan Klug, 
Kyle Kozak, Erik Liesen, Mick Maley, Joseph Marovich, 
Zachary McNally, Connor Medernach,  Blake Mickey, Nick 
Ondrla, Tom Pacer, Chris Pattermann, Alex Purcell, Stuart 
Quinn, Ryan Riggs, Jonathan Rios, Jacob Roberts, Chris 

Rockwood, Joseph Romanos, Alex Ruble, Mike Shares, 
Chris Simon, Casey Smith, Macade Thorpe, Connor Valaik, 
Rob Voirin, John Walsworth, Reid Weigelmann, Brad White, 
Jeff Winkle, Brian Wulff, Andy Young, Patrick Zepeda, Joe 
Zidek.

College Board’s AP Scholars
Marmion offers twelve Advanced Placement courses  giv-
ing students the opportunity to continue their learning be-
yond the basic high school course of studies.  

The College Board’s Advanced Placement Program has 
named 24 students AP Scholars. Only 18% of the nearly 1.9 
million students who took exams in May 2011 performed at 
a suffi ciently high level to merit such recognition.  

National AP Scholars (an average score of at least 4 on all AP 
exams taken, and scores of 4 or higher on eight or more exams): 
2011 grads Trevor Boone, Spencer Buyansky and Edward 
Malnar.

Scholar with Distinction (an average score of at least 3.5 on all 
AP exams taken and scores of 3 or higher on fi ve or more  exams): 
2011 grads Boone, Buyansky, Malnar and Alexander Caton, 
Bennett Marsh and Michael Zolfo.

Scholar with Honor (average score of at least 3.25 on all AP 
exams taken and scores of 3 or higher on four or more exams): 
senior Michael Shares and 2011 grads George Bardenheier, 
Cole Gleason, Charles Leonard and Sam Rebenstorf.

AP Scholar (scores of 3 or higher on three or more exams): seniors 
Mitchell Heaton, Zachary McNally, Stuart Quinn, Jonathan 
Rios and 2011 grads Michael Conway, Michael Gerold, Ed-
ward Grahovec, Dennis Koranda, Evan Lefelstein, Nathan 
O’Brien, Nathan Pacer, Jacob Stein, and John York

Accepting Cadets for the 

Class of 2016p gg

Scholarship Qualifying  Entrance Exam 

December 3  -  9:00amp fy g

Apply Online at marmion.org

* Rev. Sebastian Crow, O.S.B. Memorial Alumni Association Scholarship ($19,200)
* Rev. Alcuin Deck, O.S.B. Memorial Alumni Association Scholarship ($19,200)
* Rev. Peter Enderlin, O.S.B. Memorial Alumni Association Scholarship ($19,200)
   Dr. Alfred G. ’32 and Mary A. Chione Memorial Scholarship ($19,200)
   Dr. Casey ’87 and Julia Mulligan Scholarship ($19,200)
            (Restricted to a student from Kendall County, IL)
   John J. Mulvihill, Jr. ’39 Memorial Scholarship ($19,200)
   Edwin and Laurina Witting Memorial Scholarship ($19,200)
              (Restricted to a minority student)
   Edwin and Laurina Witting Memorial Scholarship ($19,200)
   Dorothy and Larry Dempsey Memorial Scholarship ($10,000)
   Erwin Nagel Family Scholarship ($10,000)

The scholarship value listed is distributed over four years. The 
total value of these ten scholarships is $173,000.

* Marmion Alumni Association scholarships are reserved for sons, 
grandsons, brothers or nephews of Marmion Academy alumni. 
      

Scholarships Available for Incoming Freshmen
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Forty Cadets Promoted at Sabre Ceremony

LEAD/Harper College Group Invited to Present 
at Chicago Leadership Forum

When given the opportunity to work with a local college, 
LEAD students jumped at the chance to use what they 
have learned to present a leadership seminar based on 
The Student Leadership Challenge by Jim Kouzes and Barry 
Posner. The seminar was presented at Harper College to 
a select group of students and faculty from Fremd High 
School. 

Marmion LEAD students, Rich Dvorak, David Thielen, 
Jeff Winkle and Connor Valaik, have teamed up with 
Harper College students to plan and implement a four-
hour presentation of “The Five Practices of Exemplary 
Leaders.” This program is an exploration of leadership 
behaviors and designed to demonstrate how leadership 
can be used on a daily basis. 

The JROTC program honored 40 cadets with military pro-
motions at the annual Sabre Ceremony on September 9.  
These senior cadets were presented with a sabre (officers) 
or a sword (first sergeants) by their parents, as they were 
promoted to the highest ranks  available in the program.  

BATTALION HEADQUARTERS: Battalion Commander 
Thomas Pacer, Executive Officer Peter Gonzalez, Adjutant 
Mitchell Heaton, Information Officer Alexander Purcell, 
Operations Officer Brian Wulff, Supply Officer Macade 
Thorpe, Command Sergeant Nicholas Ondrla, Personnel 
Sergeant Daniel DiBartolo, Information Sergeant Edward 
Catich, Operations Sergeant Jeffrey Garofalo and Supply 
Sergeant William Graft.

COMPANIES: Headquarters Company Commander Mi-
chael Shares, Company Executive Officer Casey Smith, First 
Platoon Leader Joseph Glemkowski, Second Platoon Leader 
Christopher Rockwood and First Sergeant Bradley White.

Alpha Company Commander Jonathan Rios, Company Ex-
ecutive Officer Edward Birth, First Platoon Leader Robert 
Voirin, Second Platoon Leader Alexander Ruble, Third Pla-
toon Leader Joseph Marovich and First Sergeant Michael 
Mueller.

Bravo Company Commander Zachary McNally, Company 
Executive Officer Kyle Kozak, First Platoon Leader Connor 
Medernach, Second Platoon Leader Matthew Choice, Third 
Platoon Leader Michael Eberth and First Sergeant Frederick 
d’Escoto.

Charlie Company Commander Benjamin Cole, Company 
Executive Officer Stuart Quinn, First Platoon Leader An-
drew Young, Second Platoon Leader Matt Fazio, Third 
Platoon Leader Patrick Zepeda and First Sergeant Joseph 
Zidek.

Delta Company Commander Michael Maley, Company Ex-
ecutive Officer Joseph Romanos, First Platoon Leader Erik 
Liesen, Second Platoon Leader Austen Friedman, Third Pla-
toon Leader Casey Dant and First Sergeant Nolan Dickson

(ABOVE) Battalion 
Commander Thomas 
Pacer leads the 2011-
12 JROTC Battalion 
Headquarters and the 
Corps of Cadets at the 
annual Sabre Ceremony 
on September 9. 

(RIGHT) Delta Company 
Platoon Leader Erik 
Liesen receives his sabre 
from his father Dr. Ken 
Liesen ‘77.

Due to the success and uniqueness of the program, 
Marmion and Harper were invited to the Leadership 
Challenge Forum 2011 in Chicago. Marmion students, Da-
vid Theilen and Jeff Winkle assisted LEAD Director Vince 
Bellafi ore and Chris George, Coordinator of Student Ac-
tivities at Harper College, at the annual Leadership Chal-
lenge Forum.  

The Session was titled: “Student Leaders Developing Fel-
low Leaders” and was an explanation of the process fol-
lowed to bring college and high school students together 
to create a peer-to-peer leadership training based on the 
Five Exemplary Practices of Leadership. The curriculum 
for the training came from The Student Leadership Challenge 
by Kouzes and Posner, which is the textbook for junior 
students in the Marmion LEAD program
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Homecoming Queen Chen Zhen
Attendants Katlyn Hinterlong, 
Melissa Lifka & Amelia Wegman



Athletics

The cross country team is com-
ing off a banner year after finish-
ing 3rd in State, but the goal this 
year is to surpass the accolades 
bestowed on them in 2010. The 
Cadets came into the 2011 season 
as the # 2 ranked team in the State 
and justified that ranking by win-
ning the prestigious Peoria Wood-
ruff Invitational over fifteen of the 
Top 20 teams in the State. 

The Cadets won their sixth consec-
utive Conference Title with senior 
Matt Choice leading the pack fin-
ishing first, followed by Will Graft 
(third), John Graft (fifth) and Andy 
Young (sixth).

The program has grown in stature 
as well as size with 75 participants, 
up from 21 just five years ago 
when third-year Head Coach Dan 
Billish began as an assistant. 

This season has boasted numerous 
lineups; a tribute to the squad’s depth. Senior Nolan Dickson, 
who participated in the U.S. Triathlon Nationals, leads the way. 
Seniors Matt Choice, Will Graft, Brady Hunt, Rich Parilla and 
Andy Young provided leadership for a strong class of sopho-
mores including John Graft, Kevin Grahovec, Ethan Young, Eric 
Lifka and Tim Riordan

Cross Country Wins 6th 
Straight Conference Title

As the golf season approached, the Suburban Christian 
Conference was projected to be a battle between Whea-
ton Academy, Marmion and St. Francis. Having lost five 
seniors from last year’s team, Head Coach Doug Roberts 
aptly stated that “We need the remaining upperclassmen 
to step up their game.” 

Senior Matt Fazio, the only returning area State qualifier, 
bravely and effectively prepared himself for the 2011 golf 
season despite two successful cancer surgeries over the 
summer. Matt commented, “the second surgery wiped me 
out. I couldn’t even move.” 

At the Burlington Central Class 2A Regional, Marmion 
edged Wheaton Academy by one stroke to win. The vic-
tory was made possible with rounds of 77 for Fazio and 
senior Marshall Kanute (his score was a personal season 
low) and rounds of 80 by senior Zach Woytych and sopho-
more Joe Fritz.  “All we talked about during the season 
was peaking at the Regional,” proclaimed Matt.

The team advanced to the State Tournament with Matt 
Fazio, Zach Woytych, Liam Creamer, Marshall Kanute 
and Joe Fritz.  The team was in fifth place going into round 
two of the Class 2A tourney, but excellent play on day two 
propelled them to second place overall.  This was the best 
ever State finish for a Marmion golf team.  Matt lead the 
team in round two finishing with a 75 and in a four-way 
tie for seventh place

Golf Team Finishes 2nd, Fazio 7th in State

Senior Matt Choice won the indi-
vidual Conference Title and led the 
team to its sixth consecutive Con-
ference Championship.

Varsity Basketball Varsity Basketball 
HOME GAMESHOME GAMES

December
06 Tue Walther Lutheran   7:30
16  Fri St. Francis   7:30

January 
06 Fri St. Edward   7:30
21 Sat Marian Central   6:00
27 Fri Aurora Central   7:30

February
10 Fri Aurora Christian   7:30
11 Sat Marian Central   6:00
18 Sat Montini   6:00
24 Fri Wheaton Academy  7:30

Full Winter Sports Schedules for Basketball, Swimming and 
Wrestling are available online at athletics2000.com/marmion
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Varsity golf team wins the State Runner-Up trophy (l-r): Ben Cole, Matt 
Fazio, Liam Creamer, Zach Woytych, Marshall Kanute, Brett Koskinen, Joe 
Fritz and Coach Doug Roberts.
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The Football Cadets finished their best season last year 
with a 12-2 record and State runner-ups in Class 6A (IL 
has eight football classes).  This season their winning suc-
cess was tempered by the graduation loss of eight starters 
on offense and four on defense.  But this did not damp-
en the enthusiasm of the senior captains:  Garret Becker, 
Mike “Moose” Eberth, Ryan Glasgow and Kyle Kozak.  
“Moose” was quoted saying, “The coaches expect a lot out 
of us, and we expect a lot out of ourselves.”

A tough schedule was a challenge, with eight of the nine 
Cadets opponents having made the Playoffs in 2010. 
Many consider the Suburban Christian Conference the 
strongest mid-level football conference in the State.  The 
Cadets ended the regular season with a 5-4 record, but 
strong enough to qualify for the Playoffs (Class 6A) for the 
third straight year. The Cadets beat Fenwick (first game 
ever for the two Catholic schools), St. Edward, I.C., Whea-
ton Academy and Guerin Prep.  They lost to Batavia (9-0), 
Montini (7-2), St. Francis (7-2) and Marian Central (9-0).

The squad had three seniors whose fathers are Marmion 
coaches: Macade Thorpe (head coach Dan Thorpe), Gar-
ret Becker (assistant head coach Kurt Becker) and Mike 
Shares (assistant coach Mike Shares).  Macade Thorpe 
commented, “My father and I get along well…but one 
topic we still disagree on is me calling him dad at practice 
when he says I should call him coach.”  Garret and Mike 
agree that “playing for dad” can be tough, but they both 
cherish the time they had with them on the field”

Third Straight Year for State Football Playoffs

Athletics
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Retiring soccer coach 
Kevin O’Connor leaves 
a legacy  not only as 
the founder of the Cadet 
soccer program, but also 
for his missionary work 
with Brazil orphans.  
This summer marked 
his third trip to Brazil 
with Marmion athletes. 
They brought along ten 
suitcases fi lled with 
donations for the Lirio 
do Vale Orphanage.  

Senior captain Ryan Glasgow has racked up a season total of 28 solo 
tackles, 13 assisted tackles, and unbelievable 10 tackles for a loss.  He 
has also had 4 QB hurries, meaning he had pressure on the QB who 
was ready to be sacked.

Soccer Coach Retires After 16 Years
After 16 seasons as head coach of the Cadets soccer pro-
gram, Kevin O’Connor has decided to hang up his cleats. 
He came on board in 1994 when Marmion recognized a 
demand for a soccer program. Coach O’Connor now holds 
a career record of 247-104-36, a .684 winning percentage.

Kevin recalls some humorous memories, “We were play-
ing Regionals up at Marian when some of our fans got too 
boisterous after a call went against us. The referee kicks 
four of whom he assumed were parents out of the stands, 
but one of them was Fr. Andrew, who drove our bus. An-
other parent told the ref the good Father was truly inno-
cent and to throw him out in his place; the ref obliged.”

With the support of alumni and players’ families, the team 
has taken three summer trips (2004, 2007, 2011) to Brazil 
for a combination of training and missionary work. This 
past summer Coach O’Connor led a group of twenty-
three players and three adults to Natal, Brazil. The team 
trained at the ABC Futbol Clube, played 4 matches against 
various Brazilian club teams with high school-age play-
ers, and also had the opportunity to attend a professional 
game featuring the ABC team. 

The Cadets brought along 10 suitcases of school supplies, 
shoes, as well as children’s medicine and vitamins for an 

orphanage, Lirio do Vale, where they not only spent time 
daily with the children, but helped pay for and build a 
“futbol” court.
 
The Cadets had a great season tying for fi rst place in the 
Conference with a 7-1 record (14-6-3 overall).  The team 
received the coveted SCC Sportsmanship Award and se-
nior Mick Maley was named the SCC Player of the Year

i i R Gl h k d l f 28 l
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Three new trustees were elected to serve three-year terms 
on the Marmion Board of Trustees. They were elected at 
the Board meeting on June 16 and seated as new trustees 
at the Board meeting on October 27 by Board Chairman 
Ken Nagel ‘60.  

The Marmion Board meets three times a year and all ac-
tive members serve on one or more Board Committee: Ex-
ecutive, Development, Finance, Investment (subcommit-
tee) and Marketing. The Board also sponsors the Salute 
to Youth Dinner Dance, which is scheduled this year for 
April 28 at Drury Lane, Oakbrook Terrace. 

Deann Derrico of Batavia is the Acade-
my’s Parents Admissions Coordinator, 
the mother of two graduates, James ’09 
and Matthew ’10, and junior Marc ’13, 
and the business manager for College 
Square Dental, Lisle IL.  She and her 
husband Dr. James are Life Members of 
the Abbot Marmion Society and Can-
terbury Society members.  Deann is a 
member of the Marketing Committee.

Board Welcomes New Trustees

The MARMION FUND
“Sustaining a Benedictine Education”

When St. Benedict in his Rule spoke of 
creating a “school for the Lord’s service” 
(Prologue: 45) he was not anticipating State-
accredited institutions that are familiar to 
us today.  But he was acknowledging an 
educational instinct inherent in monasticism 
that makes the presence of a school 
something perfectly natural.  From this 
instinct or charism, “Marmion – Sustaining 
a Benedictine Education” arose as this year’s 
theme for the MARMION FUND (formerly 
known as the “Annual Fund.”

The MARMION FUND is a yearly fund-
raising appeal designed to support Marmion Academy’s 
operating budget. In order to balance the budget each year, 
alumni, current parents, former parents, grandparents 
and special friends of Marmion Academy are asked to 
contribute to the MARMION FUND.

Your gift to the MARMION FUND helps sustain Marmion.
This year’s goal for the MARMION FUND is $950,000.   
 

How can I contribute?
You can donate online by using the secure form at 
marmion.org or by mailing your donation in to Marmion 
Academy ~ Development Office ~ 1000 Butterfield Road 
~ Aurora, IL 60502.  If you have any questions, contact us 
at development@marmion.org or (630) 897-6936 ext. 265

Development

by Dan A. Howell, Marmion Fund Director

Michele Glasgow, M.D. of DeKalb is 
the mother of graduate Graham ’11, 
senior Ryan ’12 and freshman Jordan 
’15, and an orthopaedic surgeon at the 
Midwest Orthopaedic Institute, Syca-
more, where she is in partnership with 
her husband, Steven Glasgow, M.D.  
They are Life Members of the Abbot 
Marmion Society. Michele is a member 
of the Development Committee.

Michael Murphy ’77 of North Aurora 
is the father of sophomore Michael ’14, 
and is a transportation consultant.  He 
formerly was the owner/president of 
Zeftek, Inc., Montgomery IL.  Mike and 
Mary Jane are Life Members of the Ab-
bot Marmion Society.  Mike is a mem-
ber of the Marketing Committee

MARMION FUND GOAL
$950,000
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Marmion’s newly redesigned website offers great function-
ality and easy navigation. With quick links to important in-
formation and social media sites, marmion.org is the go-to 
place for information on the Abbey, Academy and Guatemala 
Mission.

Visitors can now register and pay for events online.  “The Ca-
det Kick-Off featuring Hi Infi delity was the fi rst event utiliz-
ing the online registration function,” states Maria Thornton, 
new webmaster of marmion.org.  “It was a huge success with 
more than 200 people using the new online payment system.”

Redesigned Website Offers New Features 
Development

Salute to Youth is a unique benefi t where your  ticket is all you will need.  
Once you enter Drury Lane’s  Grand Ballroom, enjoy the evening.  There 
are no raffl es or auctions!  

Your Salute Ticket includes:
Reception

Bountiful Hors d’ Oeuvres 
Premium Open Bar

Dinner 
Five-Course Gourmet Meal

Dinner Wine
Presentation of the Court & Guard of Honor

Sweets Table

Dancing
Music by the Greg Thompson Orchestra

Premium Open Bar

($240 of the $350 ticket price is tax deductible)

You can leave your wallet at home
           Your ticket is all-inclusive! Salute to 

Youth
Saturday

April 28, 2012
Drury Lane

Oakbrook Terrace
We will be hosting a Salute Parent Gathering on Wednesday, January 
11 at 6:30 pm.  All parents are invited to enjoy wine & cheese and learn 
more about Salute to Youth.

Another exciting new feature is the interactive Alumni On-
line Directory.  Once  alumni complete the “fi rst time login” 
process (see page 22), they can contact classmates, upload 
photos, add class notes, track their online donation his-
tory or make changes to their address, education and career 
information
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Rick Holinger’s Work Published
English teacher, Dr. Rick 
Holinger’s curriculum vitae in-
cludes the publication of approxi-
mately fi fty short stories, fi fty 
poems, 25 book reviews, and 20 
pieces of creative nonfi ction and 
critical essays by small press an-
thologies and literary magazines.  
He can now add the publications 
below to that  list.

“The Presence,” a poem he wrote 
last year following Ben Wilkin-
son’s death (Marmion class of 
2011), was accepted for publica-
tion by U.S. Catholic magazine, 
with a circulation of 40,000.

His chapbook of innovative fi ction, Hybrid Seeds: Little Fictions, 
many pieces of which have appeared in literary journals, was 
accepted for publication by Kattywompus Press (Cleveland 
Heights, OH). The publication date is scheduled for fall, 2011.

Short story, “Over-the-Counter Cold Remedies” was accepted 
for late summer publication by Del Sol Review.

“Star Scratcher’s Catch,” a short story in the “steampunk” 
genre with Conan Doyle overtones, will appear in the anthol-
ogy Another Wild West, published by Pine Hill Press, available 
December, 2011.

“Just So You Know,” a short piece of pedagogical humor (hope-
fully), was published in the 2011 edition of New Scriptor: A Fo-
rum for Illinois Educators. The work was inspired—or perhaps 
provoked—by a freshman English class when he was asked to 
substitute for Mr. Billish.

Book reviews of poet Robert Dana’s fi nal works, his “New and 
Selected Poems”, and “Paris on the Flats” (essays), were pub-
lished late last spring in New Letters and North American Re-
view, respectively

Prayer & Faith Group Meetings
New this year is the “First Fridays at Marmion.” Marmion 
parents and grandparents are encouraged to join their sons at 
First Friday Mass in the Student Chapel in Benkert Hall.  The 
30-minute Mass begins promptly at 9:40 am.

Upcoming Events
November 19
The next Mens’ Faith Group will feature Abbot Vincent Bataille 
OSB speaking on “St. Joseph, Model for Fathers and Husbands.” 
This ministry meets on the third Saturday of each month, starting 
with coffee/donuts at 6:45am in the Arndt Campus Ministry 
Room. The speaker’s presentation and group discussion wraps 
up around 8:20 am to facilitate optional attendance at 8:30 am 
Mass at the Abbey. Future meeting dates are 1/21, 2/18, 3/17 
and 4/21. For more information contact Fr. Michael Burrows 
OSB ‘70 at michael@marmion.org.
 
December 3
Julie Garofalo will speak at the next Moms’ Prayer Group.  This 
group meets on the fi rst Saturday of each month at the Abbey 
Church for a Rosary at 8:00 am followed by Mass at 8:30 am, 
the group then shares hospitality in the Arndt Campus Ministry 
Room, followed by a speaker, discussion, and prayer.  Upcoming 
schedule includes Allison Lally on January 7. No registration is 
required. For more information contact Lori Pacer (630) 730-
0042, lapacer@netscape.net.

December 8
The Marmion Mothers’ Prayer Group Speaker Series features 
Marmion mom Sally Studlo (Jim ‘97, Tim ‘05, Peter ‘08).  She 
will give her presentation “To Jesus Through Mary.” There is a 
morning session at 9 am and an evening program at 7 pm, both 
at the Nazareth Retreat Center on Route 31 in Batavia (next door 
to Holmstadt Assisted Living and Retirement Center).  The fee 
of $10 will be collected at the door. 

For more information on the Prayer & Faith Groups contact: 
Allison Lally (alilally@msn.com), Julie Conroy (jconroy@
diamond-dial.com) or Judi Lovelace (jslovelace@comcast.net)

In The News
Abbot Gerald Honored with St. Meinrad Distinguished Alumnus Award

Abbot Gerald Benkert OSB, a 1934 graduate of St. Meinrad 
Seminary, was honored as the 19th person to receive the Saint 
Meinrad’s Distinguished Alumnus Award.  Abbot John Brahill 
OSB ‘67 attended the ceremony on July 19 to accept the award 
on Abbot Gerald’s behalf.

Abbot Gerald, who turned 102 years old on October 24, had 
served as rector of the Saint Meinrad Minor Seminary for three 
years when he was elected as the founding abbot of Marmion 
Abbey in 1947.  He served in that position for 22 years.  Upon 
his “retirement” in 1969, he decided to learn Spanish and joined 
his confreres at the Priory and Seminary in Guatemala, where 
he stayed for the next 30 years. Since his permanent return to 
Marmion Abbey, he has continued to take part in the prayer life 
of the monastic community.  To commemorate his 100th birth-
day, he published a book of memoirs about his life and the his-
tory of Marmion. 

In addition to his many achievements as founder of Marmion’s 
Abbey community, he was also a zealous promoter for the 
beatifi cation of Abbot Columba Marmion having appointed 
Marmion’s own +Fr. Alcuin Deck OSB as the postulator for the 
United States

Abbot Gerald Benkert OSBAbbot Gerald Benkert OSB

Dr. Rick Holinger
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ALUMNI TAPS
+Richard C. Schaefer ‘45 of Naples FL died on November 26, 2010.

+Robert Toma ‘45 of Aurora died on August 15.

+Robert L. Denell ‘48 of Aurora died on September 4.

+Robert Geisen ‘48 of Aurora died on June 17.

+Edward J. Walsh ‘48 of Sugar Grove, father of Adam ’83, died on 
July 30.  Edward was a Sustaining Member of the Abbot Marmion 
Society and a member of the Canterbury Society.

+Wayne C. Becker ‘50 of Gilbert AZ died on August 31.

+Fred J. Di Leo ‘50 of  Park Ridge, father of John ‘80, died on 
September 20, only three months after suffering the death of his 
wife +Marcella on June 21.  

+James D. Medernach ‘50 of Aurora died on October 9. Ten 
Medernach brothers are Marmion graduates. James was a member  
of the Canterbury Society. 

+Stewart F. Johnsen ‘54 of North Aurora died on September 29.

+Raymond R. Witte ‘56 of Aurora died on September 18.  

+George H. Fessler ‘59 of Naperville, brother-in-law of Louis 
Drendel ‘55, died on September 4.

+John W. Hausler ‘61 of Aurora died on July 28.

+John Thorne ‘61 of Aurora died on June 22. John was a 
Benedictine monk at Marmion in temporary vows from 1962-1965, 
then a teacher and principal in the Oswego School District.

+Philip L. Thompson ’65 of Crystal Lake died on June 13. He 
battled lung cancer since the age of 45. 

+Stephen C. Cockriel ‘69 of Plano, brother of David ‘71, died on 
April 26.  

+Mark Geisen ’91 of Maple Park, son of Frank ’52 and brother of 
Scott ’94 and David ‘97, died on June 5.

IN YOUR PRAYERS
+Bernice Balt of Aurora, mother of Tom ’59 and wife of the late 
+Victor ’29, died on August 2.  She is a Life Member of the Abbot 
Marmion Society, donating generously to the Guatemala Mission 
Priory and Seminary.

+Cyrena H. Bank of Aurora, mother of Dennis ‘60 and the late 
+John ‘63, died on August 27.

+Douglas H. Bock of Aurora, father of 
Michael ‘98 and David ‘99, died on August 
26.  Doug’s wife, Marsha, has served as the 
Headmaster Secretary for eleven years.

+James Boushay of Harvey LA, former Marmion English teacher, 
died on September 21. 

+Fred Brock of Nashville TN, father of Tom ‘70 and Gary ‘72, 
died on June 27.  His wife, Anne, was Co-Mothers’ Club President, 
1971-72.

+Dr. Edward Carey of Sandwich, father of John ‘76, Edwin, Jr. ‘84, 
Andy ‘86 and Scott ‘89 and grandfather of Timothy Knoebel ‘08 
and Nicholas Nasharr ‘12, died on October 9.  He and wife Betty 
are Abbot Marmion Society Life Members. 

+Dolores Finnegan of Schaumburg, sister of +Br. Anselm 
Mangano OSB, died on June 16.  She is a Abbot Marmion Society 
Life Member and Canterbury Society Member.

+Arlene Grabacki of Bartlett, mother of Greg ‘79 and Andy ‘86.  
Arlene was Mothers’ Club President from 1978-79.

+Shirley M. Kearney of Nekoosa WI, wife of William ‘48, died on 
October 12.

+Helen Jakosh of Aurora, mother of Jim ‘64, died on August 29.

+Patricia M. McGovern of Severn MD, wife of Tom ’59, died on 
August 27 after battling pancreatic cancer for over a year.

+Joseph T. Mendoza of Aurora, grandfather of Chris Hebert ‘11, 
died on October 8.

+Mildred A. Mueller of Aurora, mother of David ‘62, Richard ‘63, 
Robert ‘66, James ‘70 and Gregory ‘71, died on August 6.

+Patricia A. Palumbo of Jerseyville MO, mother of Philip ‘73, 
died on July 21.

+William H. Paull of Aurora, father of Thomas ‘82, died on 
October 9.

+Marian M. Reichenbacher of Aurora, mother 
of Paul ‘58 and Fr. Charles Reichenbacher 
OSB ‘59, died on September 10.  She is a Life 
Member of the Abbot Marmion Society and 
Canterbury Society.

+Joan Schmitz of Wheaton, wife of Paul, Jr. ‘48, died on August 1.

+Nicholas H. Steinmetz, father of Nicholas C. ’59, died on 
December 23, 2010. 

+Joseph A. Toma, father of Anthony ‘59, died on August 27.

+Robert M. Wahl of Batavia, father of +Bob ‘70, Jim ‘72 and Gary 
‘76, died on August 1.  Bob was  a Past President of Dads’ Club 
(1969-70).

+Dr. Roland E. Yammine of Aurora, father of Ralph ‘89, Serge ‘92 
and Pascal ‘93, died on September 30.

+Kathy Yender Head of North Aurora, sister of George ‘59 and 
Fr. Basil Yender OSB ‘61,  died on July 9 after a long struggle with 
cancer.  

SSchheddulle a MMass at MMarmion
Abbey for a friend or loved one

For more information contact 
Fr. Kenneth Theisen OSB ‘59 

(630) 897-6936, ext. 327
ktheisen@marmion.orgg
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Class Notes
1942
Nick and Heidi Carroza of Gronau, Ger-
many stopped by Marmion in October dur-
ing a trip back to the States. Alumni Direc-
tor Dan Howell took them on a tour of the 
Academy.

1948
John Featherstone of San Pedro CA recent-
ly published START HIRING WINNERS, a 
book 25 years in the making. It is aimed at 
the 12 million managers in the workforce 
who have made the costly mistake of hiring 
the wrong person.  Those who follow his 
8-step process, written in bullet form, will 
greatly increase their chances of hiring the 
right person for the job. The book is avail-
able from amazon.com...Vince and Shirley 
Konen of Scottsdale AZ celebrated their 
50th wedding anniversary on July 10. The 
couple has fi ve children (Brian ‘83 and Eric 
‘87) and many grandchildren (Nicholas ‘10 
and Patrick ‘12 Knudtson).

1955
Tim White of Aurora retired after teach-
ing English at Benet Academy for 52 years.  
White was honored on Channel 7’s “Windy 
City Live” by one of his former students, 
Matthew DeCarlo, now a roving reporter 
on the show. During the segment, a large 
group of former students turned out to sur-
prise their beloved teacher. 

1956
George Kackert of Batavia was inducted 
into the Aurora Boys Baseball Hall of Fame 
on June 25, 2011 for his contribution and 
dedication to the league.  George was a 
Manager for 12 years from 1975 to 1986, 
teaching the fundamentals, joy and compe-
tiveness of baseball to countless young ball 
players.  George has also been a sponsor of 
the league for 27 years, of which two of his 
sponsored teams won championships in 
2003 and 2009...Jerry and Pat May of Auro-
ra celebrated their 50th wedding anniver-
sary on April 15.  They have four children 
(Jim ’84) and 21 grandchildren.  Jerry is re-
tired from Nicor Gas after forty-two years 
of service. He is still a member of the Mel-
lo-Tones Dance Band and the Oktoberfest 
Band.  Pat is a retired nurse...Chuck St. Ar-
naud of Savannah GA received the Helen 
V. Head Small Business Advocate Award 
during the Savannah Chamber of Com-

merce 2011 Awards Banquet in June.  He 
is the chairman emeritus of Susconn New 
Media, a company he started as “Systems 
Connect” fi fteen years ago. Chuck also 
writes the “Ask the Webmaster” column 
for the Savannah Morning News and plans 
to write future columns about leadership in 
the workplace.

1955
Tony and Anita 
Leon of Fond du 
Lac WI (pictured 
right) celebrated 
their 50th wed-
ding anniversary 
on May 20 with a 
family dinner at the 

Pfi ster Hotel in Milwaukee.  They also en-
joyed a trip to Indian Rocks Beach in Flori-
da, where they honeymooned in 1961. 

1957
Florian and Carole Walter of Aurora cel-
ebrated their 50th wedding anniversary on 
August 26.  They have 11 children and 36 
grandchildren.

1966
Robert Byrne of 
South Bend IN 
(pictured right 
with his  wife 
Jaci) is a newly-
ordained deacon 
in the Catholic 
Church.  He re-
ceived the sac-
rament of Holy 
Orders on May 21 when Bishop Kevin C. 
Roades conferred the Sacred Order of the 
Diaconate at the Cathedral of the Immacu-
late Conception in Fort Wayne.  Among 
those attending the Mass of Ordination 
were Bob’s wife Jaci and their three sons 
Pete (Jen), Dave and Mike.  Family mem-
bers attending the ordination included 
sisters Patricia (Frank) Kingsley, Mary 
Goetz and brothers Michael ‘62 (Darlene),
Thomas ‘63 and Richard (Marla). Bob and 
ten other men took four years of rigor-
ous course study to reach their goal and 
these eleven represent the fi rst diaconate 
class in the last 23 years to be ordained as 
permanent deacons in the Diocese of Fort 
Wayne-South Bend.  Deacon Bob has been 
assigned to St Joseph Parish in Mishawa-
ka and he especially enjoys baptizing and 
teaching RCIA...Tim Reuland of Aurora 
was featured on the cover of the September 
2011 issue of Law & Lawyers (Kane, Kendall 
& DeKalb edition). The article focused on 
Tim’s compassion and integrity in achiev-
ing justice for personal injury victims. View 
the article at lawandlawyers.com.  

1967
Ryan Fabrizius, son of the late + Kenneth, 
was a member of the Loyola University 
Chicago Stritch School of Medicine’s grad-
uating class of 2011. Dr. Fabrizius gradu-
ated cum laude at the commencement on 
June 5.  He starts a four-year residency 
at the University of Minnesota Medical 
School in Medicine/Pediatrics.

Joe Hernandez ‘54 and 
Friends Art Exhbit 

~Dec. 10 - Jan. 8
Ceramicist and art 
teacher Joe Hernandez 
‘54 of Aurora will 
present a multimedia 
art exhibition with 
seventeen fellow 
artists that he has 
both instructed and 
inspired.  The show 
will run Saturday, 
December 10 through 
Sunday, January 8.  A 
closing reception will 
be held on January 8 from 2:00-5:00pm.

The exhibit, in the Dr. Scholl’s Exhibit 
Mezzanine at Marmion, is open to the public.  
Gallery hours are Monday–Friday from 
9:00am–3:00pm.  The gallery will be closed 
during Christmas Break from December 22 - 
January 2.

Other artists include: Anne Becker (Colum-
bia College art professor), Louise Grissinger 
(Geneva High School art teacher), Jim Jenkins 
(sculptor), Brian DeWolfe (photographer), 
Penny Boedenheimer (ceramicist), Steve 
Lowery (Aurora University art professor), 
Manny Hernandez (NIU retired ceramics art 
professor), Mark Eisenhauer (photographer 
of chemical crystals), Mary O’Connell (ce-
ramics), Becky Blaine (retired East St. Charles 
High School art teacher/printmaking), Clay 
Sewell (IMSA art teacher/ceramic artist), 
Cory McCrory (fi gurative ceramic artist), 
Greg Chapman (East St. Charles High School 
instructor), Mark Toro (painter/photogra-
pher), Kris Toro (Hinsdale High School art 
teacher) and Marmion’s own art teachers Lisa 
Dzuricsko and Jeanne McLean
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Class Notes

1969
Greg Kliebhan of Mequon WI retired as se-
nior vice president of Marquette University 
on July 31, after 35 years as an administra-
tor at Marquette. He decided that due to his 
own long-term health issues and Universi-
ty President Father Robert Wild’s pending 
retirement that he did not have the “energy 
level and physical stamina” to continue in 
his administrative role. “This seems to me 
to be the perfect time and place to declare 
that I have had four great loves in my life 
— my God, my family, my friends and my 
University,” said Greg.

1971
Retired Marmion 
swim coach, Jim 
Kelly, joined Joe 
Parisi (pictured 
right) and friends 
for a round of golf 
at Remington Golf 
Course - Orlando, 
FL. The outing is 
held each year in 
memory of two 
friends that passed 
away 10 years ago 
- Bill Dwan & Jim 
(FITZ) Fitzpatrick.

1977
Fr. Matthew Kowalski OSB was named 
Associate Pastor at St. Mary’s Parish in 
Lake Forest as of July 1...Joe Loran’s fi rm 
Kinnally Flaherty Krentz & Loran PC in 
Aurora has been helping the victims of 
negligence and wrongdoing for over 100 
years.  They also provide pro bono services 
and volunteer in community and church 

Retirement Date. The offi cial ceremony 
took place at Ft. Sheridan on September 
10. That evening a reception honored Brian 
for his retirement and 50th birthday, also 
his and Karen’s 20th wedding anniversary.  
Over the last few years he was called up 
and mobilized in support of OIF and OEF 
on July 23, 2005 and came off active duty 
on February 22, 2011. He returned to his 
reserve Unit 3 Brigade 75th Division, St. 
Sheridan until his retirement...
(continued page 18)

organizations for the young, disabled and 
homeless. They believe that contributing 
knowledge and sharing expertise are es-
sential for preserving the ideals and tradi-
tions of a noble profession. For more infor-
mation on the fi rm visit kfkllaw.com.

1979
LTC (Ret) Brian McGehee of Roselle offi -
cially retired from the USAR as of August 
31 after  reaching his “MRD” -- Mandatory 

20122012

REUNION 

REUNION 

WEEKEND 

WEEKEND 
Welcoming Back 

 Class of 1962 - Golden Reunion
 Class of 1987 - Silver Reunion

 2s & 7s - General 5-year Reunions
More information will be mailed to the Reunion Classes in January.  Please save 
the date and join us for the formal Reunion Dinner-Dance on Saturday, June 9 at 
the Gaslight Manor in Aurora.  If you would like to participate in planning this 
year’s reunion, please contact the Alumni Offi ce at mthornton@marmion.org.

June 8 - 9June 8 - 9

Sponsored by the Marmion Alumni Association
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Class Notes
port CT. Prior to enrollment in the Resto-
ration program, John completed IYRS’ Sys-
tems program in 2009 where he earned two 
American Boat and Yacht Council certifi ca-
tions and spent the spring of 2009 working 
for the Charleston City Boatyard and City 
Marina. John’s wife Shelley has taken his 
place in the halls of IYRS having recently 
been appointed the school’s Librarian. Fol-
lowing graduation, John (with assistance 
from two classmates) has established a pri-
vate shop in Newport RI. There, under an 
arrangement with the Herreshoff Museum 
of Bristol RI, he is restoring a fi re dam-
aged 21-foot mahogany planked sailboat.  
Graduating has also meant that John is able 
to spend more time sailing with his sons, 
JC and Fletcher, in the family’s Beetle Cat, 
the boat he restored during his fi rst year at 
IYRS.

1987
Patrick and Toni Kackert celebrated the 
birth of their fourth child, Giuliana Giada, 
on July 19.  Giuliana joins big sisters Alex-
andra, Gabriella and Adriana...Dr. Joseph 
Poggi (pictured below) and his practice 
Poggi Plastic and Reconstructive Surgery 
in Wichita KS were honored by Susan G. 
Komen Race for the Cure® for having the 
largest team (274) in the Wichita race for 

1979
Kylie Schalz, daughter of Bill and Robin, 
is battling back from paralysis following 
complications in surgery to correct scolio-
sis.  Kylie, a standout athlete and Rosary 
grad, was a member of the Oakland Uni-
versity softball team.  With the help of in-
tense physical therapy at the Rehabilitation 
Institute of Chicago and an amazing sense 
strength and determination, she is able 
to walk with the aid of forearm crutches. 
Kylie fl ipped the coin prior to Marmion’s 
Homecoming football game.

1981
Tom Heaton of Batavia is now the Senior 
Vice President of Huntington National 
Bank in Columbus OH. Tom and Kathy’s 
son Mitchell is a Marmion senior.

1984
Paul McCord of Grosse Pointe Park MI was 
appointed as a Judge of the Michigan Tax 
Tribunal by Governor Snyder.  The Tax Tri-
bunal is an administrative court that hears 
tax appeals.  Most of the Tribunal’s appeals 
involve property tax; however, their juris-
diction also extends to business, sales/use, 
motor fuel and individual tax disputes.  
The Tribunal is composed of seven judges 
appointed by the Governor to 4-year terms.  

1986

John Hedley of Newport RI (pictured 
above with his sons JC and Fletcher) gradu-
tated  in June from the International Yacht 
Restoration School (IYRS) after complet-
ing the two-year Wooden Boat Building/
Restoration program.  He spent his second 
year working with a team to complete the 
restoration of a Herreshoff 12 1/2 sailboat- 
a project featured in several regional pub-
lications and showcased during the June 
2011 Wooden Boat Festival at Mystic Sea-

The 28th annual Cadet Classic was held at Bliss Creek Golf Club in Sugar Grove on Friday, 
July 22.  The day included lunch prior to the 1:00 p.m. shotgun start. Dinner followed the af-
ternoon round of golf.  There were hole-in-one contests with plenty of quality prizes on hand.  
Geneva Construction was the corporate sponsor of the event this year.  

The foursome of Brian Giffi n, Forest Giffi n, Gary Piccony and Brent Giffi n won the Flight 
“A”.  The foursome of Dick Bakala, Pete Bakala, Dominic Lonero and Bob Zuccarini won the 
Flight “B”.  They each received $50 Gift Certifi cate to Bliss Creek Pro Shop. The $500 “Putt 
Off” contest was won by Charles Powell.

There were 103 golfers and two guests for dinner this year.  The Marmion Alumni Asso-
ciation netted over $10,500 to benefi t Academic Scholarships and fi nancial assistance for the  
students.  Next year’s golf outing will again be at Bliss Creek Golf Club in Sugar Grove on 
July 20, 2012.  Contact the Marmion Alumni Association Offi ce at 630-897-6936, ext. 228 or 
mthornton@marmion.og to sponsor a hole, sponsor the event or to receive mailing about next 
year’s event

Cadet Classic Golf Outing 
Supports Scholarships & Grants

(Continued)
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Heredia in Lima, Peru.  He is an Associate 
Professor of Internal Medicine at the Ed-
ward Via College of Osteopathic Medicine.

1991
Father Brian Grady, pastor of St. Elizabeth 
Ann Seaton Parish in Crystal Lake, is now 
the Episcopal Vicar for Clergy and Reli-
gious for the Rockford Diocese.

1993
Brian and Tara Bohman were married on 
March 24 in the Cayman Islands.  Brian is 
a Sales Manager for the Brian Bemis Auto 
Group in Sycamore and Tara is a teacher 
in the Oswego 308 School District…David 
Hirner of San Antonio TX is employed by 
USAA, a fi nancial services company, along 
with his wife Gina.  They have a daughter 
Zoe, who was born on October 17, 2007…
Joe Rigaud of 
Geneva (pic-
tured right 
with classmate 
Victor Hawks) 
starred as the 
King in the 
2011 Aurora 
Summerstage 
p r o d u c t i o n 
of “The King 
and I.” Victor 
Hawks came in to assist his mother, Arlene, 
who directed the musical which was staged 
at the Paramount Theater in July. Aurora’s 
Mayor Tom Weisner ‘67 had a cameo as 
Captain Orton. 

1994
Ryan Lambert of North Aurora was named 
the Fire Marshal of the North Aurora Fire 
Department and also completed a year 
long program that certifi ed him as a Para-
medic. Ryan was the top vote getter in the 
April election for North Aurora Village 
Board. He began his 4-year term on May 2. 
Ryan and Susan have two children,  Ashley 
(8) and Anthony (5).

1995
Michael and Cecilia Streit of Montclair NJ 
celebrated the birth of their fourth son, Si-
mon Matthew, on March 9.

1996
Chris and Anne Petersen of Maineville 
OH celebrated the birth of their fi rst child, 
Aidan, in May 2010 and moved from Chi-
cago to Cincinnati OH a month later. Chris 
was offered a new position with Procter & 
Gamble as an Assistant Brand Manager. 
This came about a few months after he 
graduated from the Full-Time MBA pro-
gram at the University of Illinois at Urba-
na-Champaign...
(continued page 20)

the second consecutive year.  Poggi’s “one-
doc shop” specializes in breast reconstruc-
tion. The team’s name, “Poggi’s Pride,” 
resonates with patients. “Our team name 
is a fun name on many different levels. I 
like to think of myself as a big useless lion 
that was lucky enough to be chosen by a 
wonderful group of strong and beautiful 
patients. But it really means the pride that 
I have in working with so many wonderful 
patients, the pride that I have in being cho-
sen by them to help them through such a 
stormy ride, the pride that I have in seeing 
them overcome their fears and problems 
and the privilege of learning from them,” 
said Poggi. Patients have responded in 
kind, by asking their friends and family 
members who walked with them through 
their cancer journey to join the team on race 
day. This year, 60 of the 274 team members 
were breast cancer survivors. 

1988
Bret Brizzolara of North Aurora is now 
a fi nancial representative for COUNTRY 
Financial. He represents companies com-
mitted to helping people achieve fi nancial 
security. If you ever need help with any of 
you insurance or fi nancial needs, visit his 
website www.Countryfi nancial.com/bret.
brizzolara. 

1989
Francisco Javier “Quico” and Sherrie 
Keefe Albert have two children, Maria Isa-
bella and Augustine Alexander. Quico is a 
physician in Columbia SC, specializing in 
Hospital Medicine.  He completed residen-
cy training in Internal Medicine at Tripler 
Army Medical Center, Honolulu HI, and 
completed additional training in Tropical 
Medicine at the London School of Hygiene 
and Tropical Medicine in London, England 
and at the Universidad Peruana Cayetano 

Hammes Bookstore Item Spotlight

Alumni Hoodie
&

Cadets Hoodie
$33.35

(plus tax & shipping)
Place Orders at:  

  Hammes Bookstore
 1000 Butterfi eld Road
 Aurora, IL 60502
 (630) 897-6936, Ext. 253
 cgissel@marmion.org

And now online at marmion.org!
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Alumni Directory 
Online Login Procedure
The new online directory includes a social 
networking feature that allows alumni, as  
members, to input  as much information as 
you would like your fellow alumni to view.  
There are a great deal of fantastic features 
with the new website including the ability 
to look up old friends and drop them a note 
via email.

Contact the Alumni Offi ce at (630) 966-7628 
or mthornton@marmion.org to receive the 
“Constituent ID” you will need to set up 
your account.  Once you have that, go to  
www.marmion.org and follow the steps 
below:

1. Click on the Academy Page
2. Click on “ALUMNI LOGIN” in the upper
     right corner 
3. Click on the “First Time Login” link       
     (located next to the Login button) 
4. Enter your Last Name and click the “Find 
     >>” button 
5. Your Name and Class Year should appear,  
     click the circle next to your name and click 
    “Next >>” 
6. Enter your Constituent ID
7. Set up a user name and password for your 
    account. 

Should you have any questions or need 
additional assistance is setting up your 
account please contact the Alumni Offi ce.
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1996
Sean Riesenbeck  of Westmont is Annual 
Fund Manager for the Lutheran Child & 
Family Services of Illinois in River Forest

1997
Frank and Stephanie (Kasanders) Amore 
of Geneva were married on October 1 at 
St. John Neumann Catholic Church. The 
Mass was celebrated by Fr. Basil Yender 
OSB ’61.  Eric Smith was the best man and 
groomsmen included classmates Tommy 
Amore ’05, Ed Stetter, Nicholas Hamilton, 
Nordin Farez and Marty Kolinski. David 
Griffi n ’00 and Nick Perez ’00 served as 
ushers...Austin and Melissa Dempsey cel-
ebrated the birth of their fi rst child, Colton 
Robert, on June 28.

1998
Michael and Noelle Bock of Chicago cel-
ebrated the birth of their son, Logan Doug-
las, on May 25.  

1999
Dan Close and the scientists at 490 Bio-
Tech were named the winners of the 2011 
Startup Business Plan Competition spon-
sored by the Fairview Technology Center.  
490 BioTech plans to develop cell lines for 
sale to industries and labs. For winning, 
490 BioTech received a prize package val-
ued at $23,000 that includes free rent for 
one year at the Fairview business incuba-
tor and a list of complimentary consulting 
services from local companies. ”We’re de-
veloping human and animal cells that are 
capable of continuously producing light. 
They can light up and allow people to look 
at this with extremely sensitive cameras,” 
said Dan, a genome scientist, microbiolo-
gist, and the chief scientifi c offi cer for 490 
BioTech.

2000
Andrew and Angela (Sacco) Reinke of 
Aurora were married on August 13 at St. 
Joseph Catholic Church.  Fr. Nathanael 
Roberts OSB was the celebrant and Mike 
Reinke ’98 was the Best Man.

2001
Rev. Evan Constantinides of New York NY 
is the Director of Youth and Young Adult 
Ministries for the Direct Archdiocesan Dis-
trict of the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of 
America…Ryan Graves of Newark is in 
charge of outside sales at Ground Effects 
Landscape Center, his family’s business in 
Yorkville…Matt McKnight graduated from 
the University of Illinois College of Dentist-
ry in May. In July, he became the fi rst post-
graduate resident accepted into a new pro-
gram at the university in the Dept. of Oral 
and Maxillofacial Surgery. It is a six-year 
integrated course of study that will grant a 
certifi cate in OMS; a certifi cate for general 
surgery internship and an MD degree from 
the College of Medicine. Matt earned ad-
vance standing in the medical school based 
on his test scores on the US Medical School 

licensing exam part 1... Brett Rowe of New 
York NY is playing keyboard in the tour of 
“Mary Poppins” the musical which played 
at the Cadillac Palace Theatre in Chicago 
through November 6…Michael and Co-
rie (D’Angelo) Werich of Chicago were 
married on October 15 at St. Paul Catholic 
Church in Grosse Pointe Farms MI. Patrick 
Brown was the Best Man and Daniel Fee-
han and Jacob Weiler served as ushers.

2002
Luke and Meghan Ostreko of Plano cel-
ebrated the birth of their daughter, Alys-
son Rebecca, on October 31, 2010 .  She was 
baptized by Fr. Michael Burrows OSB ‘70 
on January 9.  Nicholas and Amanda Grah-
ovec were chosen as her Godparents.

ALUMNI ASSOCIATION
CALENDAR OF EVENTS

NOVEMBER
 07-14 Phonathon (Mon-Thurs)
 19 Abbey Christmas Tree Farm Opens
 26-27 Marmion Family Christmas Craft Show

JANUARY
 09 Board of Directors Meeting
 21 Hall of Fame Ceremonies 

FEBRUARY
 06 Board of Directors Meeting
 25 Board Appreciation Dinner

MARCH
 10 Day of Recollection

APRIL
 02 Men’s Night NCAA
 09 Board of Directors Meeting
 28 Salute to Youth Dinner

MAY
 07-09 Phonathon
 14 Board of Directors Meeting

JUNE
 01 Steak Fry/Lobster Boil & BIG TICKET RAFFLE
 09 Reunion Dinner-Dance (2’s & 7’s)

JULY
 20 Cadet Classic Golf Outing

For more information on the events listed above or if you 
would like to serve on the Alumni Board, contact the Alumni 
Offi ce at (630) 897-6936 or maalumni@marmion.org

(Continued)
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2003
CPT Ted Lauzen USMC recently com-
pleted Advanced Flight School at the U.S. 
Naval Air Station, Whiting Field near Pen-
sacola FL.  He was a member of Helicopter 
Training Squadrom Eight (HT-8).  His wife, 
Sarah, pinned his “Wings of Gold” at the 
ceremony on March 11. Lauzen has been 
assigned to his helicopter Fleet Replace-
ment Squadron at Camp Pendleton CA. He 
will complete his fi nal training on the UH-
1Y Venom, a medium-sized utility helicop-
ter, called the Super Huey…Michael and 
Brittany Theis of Aurora were married on 
November 27, 2010. Michael is employed 
by R.S. Bacon Veneer in Burr Ridge.  Brit-
tany accepted a Research Fellowship with 
John Marshall Law School.

2004
Nathan and Val-
erie Houser of 
Orion (pictured 
right) celebrated 
the birth of their 
son, Liam Mi-
chael, on August 
24...1LT Bill Lon-
gwell USA of Fort 
Wainwright was 
chosen to take 
charge of his Bat-
talion’s Reconnaissance Platoon in Octo-
ber 2010. In May, 2011, he deployed for a 
year to Afghanistan as the Reconnaissance 

Platoon Leader for 3-21 IN REGT, 1/25th 
SBCT. Unfortunately, he was wounded in 
June and was sent to Walter Reed Medical 
Center to recover...Matthew Meszaros of 
Des Moines IA started a Master’s program 
in Copy Writing and Advertising at Virgina 
Commonwealth University in Richmond. 
VCU’s advertising Masters program is 
ranked best in the nation... John and Erin 
(Harrington) Milroy, Jr.  were married on 
June 18 at St. Boniface Church in Waukee 
IA. John is the son of John, Sr. and Sue Mil-
roy ‘79 and cousin and nephew of legions 
of Marmion alumni, most of whom were 
in attendance.  Fr. Charles Reichenbach-
er OSB ‘59 concelebrated at the wedding 
Mass. John is an Enrollment Advisor at the 
University of Phoenix in West Des Moines.  
Erin is Vice-President of International Sales 
for Kuder, Inc.

2005
Nick Motyka (pic-
tured right) recently 
received his Naval 
Flight Offi cer wings.  
Upon graduation 
from the University 
of Illinois in May of 
2009, he was commis-
sioned as an Ensign 
in the US Navy and 
reported to Pensacola 
FL for fl ight school.  
After completing 
primary fl ight training, Nick selected the 

E-6B Mercury platform based out of Tin-
ker AFB in Oklahoma City.  After several 
months of training, he earned his NFO 
wings and will begin deploying with the 
“Ironmen” of VQ-3.

2006
Kevin Meszaros of Hillsborough NC is 
in graduate school at Pitt in their GSPIA 
school for Public and International Af-
fairs. He is studying Security and Intelli-
gence. This past summer he did an immer-
sion program in Slovak and then spent 4 
weeks in Slovakia. His ideal job would be 
to work as an analyst on Eastern Europe.

2007
Karl and Mary (Bretson) Eckberg were 
married on May 28 at SS Peter and Paul 
Church in Virgil with Fr. Paul Weberg OSB 
as celebrant. Karl graduated summa cum 
laude from the University of Dayton with 
university honors and received the Leon-
ard Mann award for outstanding senior 
in the College of Arts and Sciences. Karl 
is now studying at the Loyola University 
Chicago Stritch School of Medicine... 

Matthew Johnson of North Aurora (pic-
tured above right with classman CPL 
Joseph Larson) was commissioned as a 
2nd Lieutenant in the U.S. Marine Corps 
after graduating with a BA in Political 
Science from the University of Illinois at 
Urbana-Champaign. He was a member of 
the NROTC and completed the rigorous 
Marine Corps Offi cer Candidate School 
in Quantico last summer. Over a third of 
the candidates who get past the strict pre-
screening process still do not complete 
OCS due to injury or attrition.  His First 
Salute was rendered by fellow Marmion 
alum, CPL Joseph Larson. Matthew will 
be attending The Basic School in Quantico 
VA this coming October...Also commis-
sioned into the United States Army this 
year from the Class of 2007 were 2LT Phil 
Baki, 2LT Charles Duncan, 2LT Thomas 
Evensen, and 2LT Bennett Long... 
(Continued page 22)

MARMION DADS & ALUMNI 
MAKE THE RIGHT CALL… 

JOIN US FOR OUR

DADS’ CLUB 
INAUGURAL

FOOTBALL CLASSIC!
Watch the Chicago Bears take on Marmion’s own 

Larry English ‘04 and the San Diego Chargers 

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 20
2:30 PM – 7:00 PM 

on the big screens at Lux Dining Hall

Admission: $20 
(includes game, food, drink and a chance to win $100) 

Purchase your tickets in advance online at Marmion.org 
Or by contacting a Dads’ Club Officer

(listed online or in the Parents’ Club Phone Book) 

 This is a men’s only event 
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ing in the Navy’s Delayed Entry Program 
for three months, he passed the Navy’s 
Physical Fitness Test and was subsequently 
offered a contract with the Naval Special 
Operations Department as a Navy Diver. 
He attended Naval Basic Training with oth-
er special operations recruits at Great Lakes 
Naval Base in Chicago in September. Upon 
completion of basic training, he will attend 
Navy Dive and Salvage Command in Pan-
ama City Beach FL for an 89-day training 
course. Once dive training is completed, 
he may be deployed to one of 90 dive com-
mands performing operations in the fi elds 
of Salvage, Ship Maintenance, Submarine 
Tending, Special Warfare Support, Explo-
sive Ordinance Disposal, Research and De-
velopment, US Marine Corps Support and 
Deep Ocean Rescue. The Navy Dive Pro-
gram is the lead agency for the Department 
of Defense for diving technology and train-
ing. The fi lm, Men of Honor, staring Cuba 
Gooding Jr. and Robert DeNiro was made 
about Navy Diver Carl Brashear, the Na-
vy’s fi rst African-American Master Diver. 

2011
Joseph Munder competed as a member 
of the Illinois select Air Gun Team at the 
NRA Junior Airgun Nationals this summer. 
During competition he set a Co-National 
Record in the prone position with a perfect 
score of 200 out of 200 points.

2007
from the United States Military Academy 
at West Point; and 2LT Jason Richmond
from Marquette University....Joe and Elise 
(Olker) Zarate were married on June 26. He 
is currently attending Concordia Seminary 
in St.Louis MO. He is proud to see that the  
Lutheran Seminary is working with the lo-
cal Roman Catholic Seminary (Kennrick-
Glennon). “Both of our denominations can 
learn so much from each other,” he states. 
“I’m very proud of the education I received 
at Marmion Academy and I’ll always pro-
mote respect for our Catholic brothers. “

2008
1LT Derek Evans is an Army Infantry Of-
fi cer.  He recently returned from a deploy-
ment to Iraq in January and is currently 
stationed at Ft. Hood TX…Jacob Graves
of Newark is on the dean’s list at Michi-
gan State University.  This past summer 
he interned at Rolls Royce North America 
in Indianapolis IN...Michael Meszaros of 
Burlington NC is starting his fi nal year at 
West Point. He spent one of his summer 
assignments in Vicenza, Italy. Michael was 
an exchange student at the Naval Academy 
this past spring. He enjoyed even more hav-
ing Annapolis right outside the gates and 
Washington DC only an hour away...Nel-
son Oelker attended Northern Michigan 

University where he studied Outdoor Rec-
reation, Leadership and Management and 
was a member of the NMU Sailing Team. 
During his junior year, he visited a U.S. 
Navy recruiter and decided to put his edu-
cation on hold to pursue the advantages 
the military had to offer. He signed on with 
the US Navy on December 16, 2010 as a 
Submarine Electronics Specialist. After be-

The 2011 Cadet Kick–Off featuring Hi 
Infi delity was a huge hit!  A record 500 
parents, alumni and friends attended 
this great event held on September 24.

The evening began with good food, 
drink and fellowship, followed by a 3.5 
hour performance by  the local band Hi 
Infi delity.  The high energy sound of Hi 
Infi delity and the acoustics in Alumni 
Hall blended beautifully, leading to 
much singing and dancing  by every-
one in attendance.

Huge thanks to the Mothers’ Club for 
their wonderful decorations and es-
pecially to the Dads’ Club and their 
amazing bartending volunteers.  They worked hard all night long with great enthusi-
asm and fun.  

Nearly $8,000 was raised that evening, and all monies go toward the Scholarship and 
Financial Assistance grant which the Alumni Association provides to the Academy

Hi Infi delity Rocks Alumni Hall
at the Cadet Kick-Off

Dave Mikulskis, lead singer of Chicago cover 
band Hi Infi delity, performs at the 2011 Cadet 
Kick-Off on September 24.  

(Continued)

The Boone Brothers
The youngest of the Boone brothers, Trevor 
‘11, graduated from Marmion last spring and 
is currently attending Iowa State University 
on National Merit Finalist and Engineering 
Scholarships. He is majoring in mechanical 
engineering with additional coursework in 
computer science and electrical engineering 
since his real interest is Mechatronics 
(robotics). 

Sean ‘07 (pictured right) graduated from Ohio State University Summa cum Laude with Honors 
and with Distinction (having written and defended a research honors thesis) with a degree in 
Bio Medical Science, with minors in Neuroscience and Philosophy.  He is attending Washington 
University Medical School in St. Louis as a fi rst year medical student. Over the course of his 
college career he worked in medical clinics in Tanzania, Africa, as a summer intern at Ohio State 
Medical Center and researched at the hospital and university in Lausanne, Switzerland. While 
at Ohio State he researched in a Department of Neurosurgery Lab for three years during school 
terms where he studied the ability of viruses to eradicate brain tumors.
 
Ryan ‘09 (pictured left) is the Seaver Leadership Scholar at Claremont McKenna College in 
Claremont CA. He is a research assistant at the Rose Institute for State and Local Politics.  Ryan 
is majoring in Economics with an emphasis in International Development and Arabic.  He 
was on a special research project last summer with the United Nations Food and Agricultural 
Organization in Rome, Italy.  He will be studying abroad in Amman, Jordan this fall, including 
living with a Bedouin family for part of his time in Jordan.
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Yes, I would like to help Marmion continue its work as a 
“school for the Lord’s service”  with a tax-deductible gift.

You can also Donate Online at: www.marmion.org

Name:_______________________________________Class Year:_________
Address:_______________________________________________________
City:_____________________________ State:_________ Zip:___________
Daytime Phone Number:__________________________________________
Email Address:_________________________________________________
I/We would like to make a gift of:
 $2,500  
 $1,000
 $500  
 $250    
 $100 
 $50   
 Other $____________

(Check payable to “MARMION FUND”, 1000 Butterfi eld Rd, Aurora, IL 60502)

I/We would like to make a pledge of $______________ 
 Installment of $_____________ is enclosed 
Please bill me for the balance:  Monthly      Quarterly

Please charge my credit card $________________

Name on Credit Card:____________________________________________  
Card #: ______________________________________________________
     Visa / Master Card / Discover

Expiration Date:______________________    3-Digit Code:_____________

Signature:_____________________________________________________

Please send me information on:
Employers Matching Gift Program        Planned Giving       Admissions

YOUR GIFT TO THE MARMION FUND:
» Funds upgrades for educational programs
» Allows Marmion to attract and retain quality faculty/staff
» Helps fi ll the nearly 20% gap between tuition and the 
   actual cost of educating each Cadet

MARMION FUND

Please direct my gift to:
 Where the need is greatest
 Alumni Scholarship & Assistance Fund
 Marmion/Rosary Band Fund
 Computer Program Fund
 Athletic Program Fund 

Canterbury Society Recognizes 
Planned Gifts

The Canterbury Society, named in honor of St. Augustine of Canterbury, patron saint of the Abbey 
Church, gives recognition to those who make an estate or deferred gift commitment to the Abbey, 
Academy or Guatemala Mission.  The Society currently has 114 members.  

For information on Planned Giving or the Canterbury Society, contact Carmen Freda, Director of 
Planned Giving at (630) 897-6936, ext. 217 or cfreda@marmion.org.

Legal Name:  MARMION (not-for-profi t Illinois corporation)
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ABBEY FARMS
Marmion’s

The Christmas Season is NEAR!

•  Great Abbey Farms Gift Baskets & Boxes - order today!

•  Precut Fraiser, Basalm & Douglas Firs up to 12’ tall

•  Remote Christmas Tree Lot at Rt. 64 in Saint Charles

•  Thousands of Choose and Cut Christmas Trees

•  Wreaths, garland, swags, crosses & much more!

Visit us online at:

www.abbeyfarms.org


